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1.0 Review of Prophetic Literature 
Note: All Bible quotations are from the NASB unless otherwise noted. 
 
Seventeen books of prophecy form the final group of writings in the Old Testament.  
They comprise 25% of the Bible and are crucial to its message from a theological 
and historical point of view. 
 
In the Hebrew canon, most of these books are part of the section termed the Latter 
Prophets, while Lamentations and Daniel are part of the Writings.  In our Old 
Testament, these seventeen books are referred to as the Major and Minor Prophets.  
The first five books of prophetic literature are known as the Major Prophets and the 
remaining twelve as the Minor Prophets.  This division can be traced back, in part, to 
the Hebrew Scriptures, in which the Minor Prophets formed a section called The 
Twelve.  Today, the Minor Prophets are titled as such because they are shorter in 
length than the Major Prophets, not because they are of minor significance. 
 

1.1 Chronological Order of the Prophets 
In many cases we cannot establish with complete accuracy: 
 

• The exact dates of the books or the prophecies within them 
• Their precise chronological relationship to the historical accounts 

 
The chart below shows the most probable outline of the chronological order of the 
prophets in Old Testament history, drawing upon records from the biblical accounts, 
archaeological evidence and ancient extra-biblical sources. 
 

The Prophet From Prophesied About Century BC 
Jonah Israel Nineveh first half of 8th century 
Amos Judah Israel first half of 8th century 
Hosea Israel Israel (referred to middle 8th century 

    as Ephraim)   
Micah Judah Israel and Judah second half of 8th century 

      & beginning of 7th century 
Isaiah Judah Judah second half of 8th century 

      & beginning of 7th century 
Israel taken into captivity by Assyria in 722/721 BC 

Zephaniah Judah Judah second half of 7th century 
Nahum Judah Nineveh/Judah second half of 7th century 

Habakkuk Judah Judah very end of 7th century 
Jeremiah Judah Judah end of 7th century 

& Lamentations     & beginning of 6th century 
Ezekiel Judah/Babylon Jews in Babylon first half of 6th century 

Judah taken into captivity by Babylon in 587/586 BC 
Obadiah Judah (?) Edom (?) first half of 6th century 

      or middle 9th century 
Daniel Judah/Babylon Babylon, Medo-Persia first half & mid 6th century 

    (political world powers)   
Return of Jews under Zerubbabel in 538/537 BC 

Haggai Judah Jews end of 6th century 
Zechariah Judah Jews end of 6th century 

      & beginning of 5th century 
Joel Judah Jews (?) sometime after the exile 

      or second half of 9th century 
Malachi Judah Jews middle 5th century 
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1.2 Two Hebrew Terms 
The term ‘prophet’ has its origins in the Hebrew word nabi meaning ‘one called to 
deliver a message of divine origin’.  The prophets thus brought the voice of God into 
the affairs of His chosen people, directing, encouraging, correcting, rebuking, 
exhorting and warning as the situation demanded. 
 
They were also at times referred to as ‘seers’, the Hebrew word being roeh, and this 
emphasised the extraordinary insight that came to the prophets through visions and 
dreams.  At times, they were given an eye to see into the future and thus disclose 
the coming events.  Ultimately, what the prophets both saw and spoke relate to 
God’s redemptive-historical purposes for all peoples that culminate in Jesus Christ. 
 
1.3 Forthtellers and Foretellers 
The immediate purpose of prophecy was to call the people back to faithfulness to the 
covenant that God had established with them, and thus calling Israel and Judah back 
to the Torah, or instruction in the ways to walk.  The prophets were to condemn 
idolatrous practices and other breaches of the Law and to promise punishment if 
such behaviour continued.  In this role, the prophets were forthtellers, speaking forth 
the word of God to the people of their day in the light of their covenant with Yahweh. 
 
However, because their day was only one point in a greater divine plan, the message 
of the prophets contained a strong predictive element.  Therefore, they were 
foretellers as well.  They looked ahead to the coming of the Messiah, a new kingdom 
of righteousness and peace, and the establishing of a new covenant relationship 
between God and His people. 
 
1.4 Prophecy and History 
To appreciate the prophets, we need some foundational understanding: 
 

• We will understand their utterances as ‘forthtellers’ only if we have some 
knowledge of the Bible's historical books (mainly Kings, Chronicles, Ezra and 
Nehemiah), because these form the context into which the prophets spoke. 

• We will understand their message as ‘foretellers’ only in the full light of God’s 
revelation in the New Testament.  In particular, we need to know about the 
life of Jesus, because he is the One to whom ‘all the prophets bear witness’ 
(Acts 10:43; see also Matthew 5:17; Luke 24:25-27, 44). 

 
Prophecy in the Scriptures is closely interwoven with history.  It never stands alone 
and independent from history.  The prophets lived as real people, in a real place, 
during a real time in history.  They were to take to the people of Israel, Judah and 
the surrounding nations the message the LORD had given to them.  The prophets 
cannot be fully understood apart from knowing the actual events that are taking 
place. 
 

‘Prophecy and history alike occupy…different areas in the [unfolding] 
of this Divine plan – areas that continually overlap and interpenetrate 
one another…Their common and more direct object is to make known 
God’s purposes of grace and principles of dealing towards men; the 
one by narration of the past, the other by connecting the past with the 
future.’ (Patrick Fairbairn, The Interpretation of Prophecy, Banner of 
Truth, 1993, p40) 

 
But, we must also recognise that history does not confine the prophetic voice: 
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‘However closely related the two are to each other, they still have their 
own distinctive characteristics, and through these, their respective 
ends to serve.  History is the occasion of prophecy, but not its 
measure.  In their relationship, prophecy rises above history, and is 
carried beyond the present by Him who knows the future and past 
alike. (Patrick Fairbairn, The Interpretation of Prophecy, Banner of 
Truth, 1993, p30) 

 
1.5 Three Common Mistakes Concerning Prophecy 
A.  First Common Mistake – Prophecy is Solely Prediction 
When we first think of prophecy, it is easy to label it as ‘predicting the future’.  But 
as we have said, the prophet was one who was first and foremost called to bring a 
message from God to the people.  To see prophecy only as prediction embraces only 
part of the idea, and that not even being the most fundamental part of it.  As we 
said, the prophets were foretellers because they were first forthtellers. 
 

‘The prophet, as regarded in the light of Scripture was simply the 
recipient and bearer of a message from God; and such a message of 
course was a prophecy, whatever might be its more specific character 
– whether the [revelation] of some important truth, the [commanding] 
of an imperative duty, or a prospective [description] of coming 
events.’ (Patrick Fairbairn, The Interpretation of Prophecy, Banner of 
Truth, 1993, p4) 

 
B.  Second Common Mistake – Prophecy is Solely Rebuke 
Another mistake we can quite often make is holding the view that prophecy is always 
given in the form of a rebuke from the LORD.  But as we have established, 
prophecy’s fundamental character is that it is a direct message from God, rebuke or 
not.  Thus, the prophetic message properly speaks into the specific situation. 
 
In the case of Israel and Judah, the people had forsaken the LORD, broken His 
covenant, disobeyed the Torah and turned to other gods, hence, the harsh words of 
rebuke were needed.  Even so, God still continued to remind His people of His great 
love for them.  Whenever anyone prophesies, the backdrop to such words from God 
is love. 
 

 1 Corinthians 13:2 
 
Remember, prophecy does not always come, nor primarily come, in the form of 
rebuke.  We must have the full and healthy view of the prophet and prophecy. 
 

 1 Corinthians 14:3 
 
C.  Third Common Mistake – The Prophet is a Lone Ranger 
Finally, there is the notion that a prophet is called to function all by himself, or as a 
‘lone ranger’.  This is still the thinking of many church groups and Christians around 
the world.  In an argument against the lone ranger mentality, some would point out 
that anyone acting as a solo prophet is functioning too much like an Old Testament 
prophet.  While I understand the argument, I would say this does not fully address 
the problem.  Even for Old Testament Israel, God desired His people to function as a 
community.  No one individual was called to live and function on their own.  As a 
side note, there also seems to even be communities of prophets that functioned 
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together in Old Testament times (see 1 Samuel 10:10).  Because of the sinful 
situation of the nation of Israel in general, many times the prophets found 
themselves on their own, standing for righteousness, proclaiming the message God 
had given them.  Nevertheless, God’s desire is for His people to function together 
whether prophet, apostle, elder, encourager, administrator, etc.  And the testimony 
of the New Testament is that those who function as gifted ministries work together 
to accomplish God’s purposes (Ephesians 4:11-13). 
 
1.6 Old Testament Prophecy and Fulfilment 
When it comes to the prophetic literature and its fulfilment, there are four important 
terms to know: 
 
1. Single fulfilment: This is when a prophecy is spoken and it is to be fulfilled one 

time and one time only. 
 

• An example: Isaiah 14:24-25, which is a prophecy about the destruction of 
Assyria.  From studying history, we know that Assyria was destroyed in 612 
BC.  Due to this destruction, this specific prophecy will not be fulfilled again. 

 
2. Double fulfilment: When we speak of the double fulfilment of prophecy, we mean 

that the specific prophecy spoken will be fulfilled twice.  It will first be fulfilled 
around the time it was prophesied; yet, there is also a greater fulfilment that is 
to take place further in the future. 
 
• An example: Isaiah 7:14.  This prophecy was initially fulfilled through the 

birth of Maher-shalal-hash-baz in Isaiah 8:1-10.  Yet this prophecy was 
fulfilled in a greater way through the birth of Jesus Christ (see Matthew 1:18-
25). 

 
3. Cumulative Fulfilment: This speaks of the prophecy being fulfilled progressively, 

or increasingly throughout time. 
 

• An example: Isaiah 9:6-7.  This is a prophecy about the coming increase of 
God’s kingdom.  Though this prophecy was initially fulfilled when Christ was 
born (v6), it is being fulfilled more and more throughout history (v7).  The 
mustard seed of the kingdom of Jesus Christ is growing ever more into the 
full tree (see Matthew 13:31-32). 

 
4. Prophetic Foreshortening: In his book, The Bible and the Future, Anthony 

Hoekema defines this as, ‘events far removed in time and events in the near 
future are spoken of as if they were very close together.’ (Eerdmans, 1979, 
p148) 
 
• An example: A mountain range.  If one stands far off from a mountain range, 

it seems that the mountains stand there one right after another with no gap 
in between them.  But as one travels through the range, they begin to see 
that there are large gaps, if not miles, between the different mountains and 
their peaks.  Theologians use this illustration to describe the prophetic words 
of the prophets.  As God gave supernatural insight and visions concerning 
future events, the prophets spoke of them as if they were going to happen 
one right after another, with no gap between.  But as we have progressed 
through time, we actually understand that there are great gaps between the 
events prophesied.  For example, prophecies concerning the coming Messiah 
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speak of Him as both a suffering servant (Isaiah 52:13-53:12) and a 
victorious king (Isaiah 11:1-4; Micah 5:2).  But as time has moved forward, 
we have seen that there is actually a gap existing between these two events.  
In Christ’s first coming He was mainly a suffering servant, but in His final 
return He will reign as a victorious King. 

 
1.7 Two Important Terms in Prophetic Literature 
A. Eschatology 
Much of the prophetic literature, and we could possibly say all of it, deals with 
eschatology.  Eschatology is defined as ‘the study of last things’, i.e., things 
concerning the ‘last days’. 
 
So the question might arise: When are the ‘last days’? 
 
In Acts 2, after the Holy Spirit was poured out and the people began to speak in 
other tongues, some were mocking what they saw, claiming that the people were 
drunk.  But Peter took his stand and declared: 
 

 Acts 2:14-17 
 
Peter was proclaiming that Joel’s prophecy was being fulfilled right in front of their 
eyes, or better yet, in their hearing.  He said, ‘This is what was spoken of through 
the prophet Joel: “And it shall be in the last days…” (Acts 2:16-17).  Thus, the last 
days began at Pentecost of Acts 2.  And if the fulfilment of Joel’s prophecy had begun 
at Pentecost, then all generations since the pouring out of the Holy Spirit have been 
a part of the ‘last days’. 
 
We did not enter the last days 100 years ago, 50 years ago, nor 10 years ago.  The 
last days are not a 7-year period before Christ returns.  We entered into the last 
days when the Spirit was poured forth, and thus, we have been in the last days for 
approximately 1,975 years – the whole Messianic Age in which the Messiah would 
reign (Matthew 28:18; Ephesians 1:18-23).  And we will continue to be in the last 
days until Christ returns to fully establish His kingdom. 
 
Thus, when studying eschatology, a healthy view is to bear in mind that we are 
studying things that would take place during the Messianic age, that is the Messiah’s 
reign.  Of course, the fullness of His reign will not be on earth until Christ returns.  
Even more, it is Christ who is the Alpha and Omega, the First and the Last, the 
Beginning and the End (see Revelation 1:8; 1:17; 21:6; 22:13).  Thus, He is the last 
Person Himself, and He will both sum up and complete God’s redemptive purposes. 
 

 Ephesians 1:10 
 
B. Apocalyptic 
Not only is prophetic literature eschatological, but it is also apocalyptic.  This word 
comes from the Greek term used in Revelation 1:1 – ‘The revelation (apokalupsis) of 
Jesus Christ’.  Thus, apocalypse is not to be a scary word, rather it means 
‘revelation’, ‘unveiling’ or ‘uncovering’.  The Old Testament books of Ezekiel, Daniel 
and Zechariah are very apocalyptic.  There are two major aspects* to be found in 
apocalyptic literature: 
 

1. Symbolism: Just as the poetic books of Scripture are full of metaphors and 
imagery, so do we find much symbolism in the apocalyptic literature.  But the 
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hermeneutical principle we must remember is that we should not interpret 
such symbols according to what they might resemble for us in our day, but 
rather according to what these symbols would have meant to the Biblical 
writer.  Examples of such symbolism would be: 

 
• A changing in the heavenly bodies as in Isaiah 13:10.  The thirteenth 

chapter of Isaiah begins with this statement: ‘The oracles concerning 
Babylon which Isaiah the son of Amoz saw.’  It is clear that Isaiah was not 
looking for the sun, moon and stars to not give their light; he was looking 
for the destruction of Babylon as the fulfilment of the prophecy. 

• The four beasts in Daniel 7:2-8.  Daniel himself tells us that these four 
beasts represent something else, mainly four kings/kingdoms (see 7:17) 

 
2. Messianism: This is most important in apocalyptic literature.  We must 

remember that God has redemption in mind in all that He plans and purposes.  
Apocalyptic writings make it clear that God is working out His great plan of 
redemption in which God has the great victory over Satan.  This will be 
accomplished only through His Messiah, whom we know to be Jesus.  Thus, 
the picture of the Messianic victory is prevalent in apocalyptic literature. 

 
*These two aspects (symbolism and messianism) were taken from McCartney and 
Clayton, Let the Reader Understand: A Guide to Interpreting and Applying the Bible, 
2nd edition, P & R Publishing, 2002, p240-242. 
 
1.8 The Realm of Nature in the Prophetic Literature 
You will probably notice that the prophets refer quite a bit to the realm of nature in 
their prophecies.  The reason is because not only are their words prophetic, but they 
are poetic as well. Just as the writers of the poetic books of the Bible use images of 
nature in their expressions, so do the prophets.  Thus, it would be helpful to have an 
idea what some objects of nature commonly represented in the prophetic literature. 
 

• Mountains represent kingdoms 
• Stars represent ruling powers 
• Shifting in the heavenly bodies represent the ending of a power/order 
• Roaring and troubled seas represent nations in turmoil 
• Trees represent the higher grades of society 
• Grass represents the lower grades of society 
• Running streams represent the means of life and refreshment 

 
1.9 Understanding the Prophetic Words and Promises 
A.  What Is The Key To Interpreting These Prophetic Words? 
There is much debate amongst Christians today of how to interpret the prophetic 
words of the Old Testament.  We must first remember that the Old Testament is not 
an entity in and of itself.  It is part of the whole of Scripture.  The prophetic words of 
the Old Testament were spoken into a specific time in history but were part of God’s 
overall redemptive plan for all peoples.  Even more, all Christians should keep in 
mind that the ultimate and best interpreter of the Old Testament is Christ Himself 
and the New Testament. 
 

 Acts 13:32-33 NIV 
 2 Corinthians 1:20 NIV 
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‘The Old Testament is no longer the last word on end-time prophecies 
since the Messiah of prophecy Himself has come as the last Word.  The 
New Testament has been written as the ultimate norm for the 
fulfillment and interpretation of Israel’s prophecies.  A Christian would 
deny his Christian faith and Lord if he reads the Old Testament as a 
closed entity, as the full and final message of God for Jews irrespective 
of the cross and resurrection of Jesus, the Messiah, and apart from the 
New Testament explanation of the Hebrew writings.’ (Hans K. 
LaRondelle.  The Israel of God in Prophecy: Principles for Prophetic 
Interpretation, Andrews University Press, 1983, p8) 

 
Finally, we read Christopher Wright’s thoughts on the Old Testament promises of 
God and their fulfilment in the New Covenant: 
 

‘Imagine a father who, in the days before mechanized transport, 
promises his son, aged 5, that when he is 21 he will give him a horse 
for himself.  Meanwhile the motor car is invented.  So on his 21st 
birthday the son awakes to find a motor car outside, “with love from 
Dad”.  It would be a strange son who would accuse his father of 
breaking his promise just because there was no horse.  And even 
stranger if, in spite of having received the far superior motor car, the 
son insisted that the promise would only be fulfilled if a horse also 
materialized, since that was the literal promise.  It is obvious that with 
the change in circumstances, unknown at the time the promise was 
made, the father has more than kept his promise.  In fact he has done 
so in a way that surpasses the original words of the promise which 
were necessarily limited by the mode of transport available at the 
time.  The promise was made in terms understood at the time.  It was 
fulfilled in the light of new historical events.’ (Christopher Wright, 
Knowing Jesus Through the Old Testament, IVP, 1992, p71). 

 
God will always be faithful to keep His promises.  God has never failed in fulfilling His 
promises, but we must not limit the fulfilment of God’s word.  Fulfilment has come, 
but it has come in an even greater way than the prophets could have ever imagined, 
for God’s promises are fulfilled in the Messiah Jesus (2 Corinthians 1:20 NIV). 
 
B.  Who Do These Promises Belong To? 
There is also much debate amongst people today about whether the promises of 
prophecy in the Old Testament are for Jews, Christians or even both.  The first and 
foremost principle we must establish is that God’s promises and blessings are always 
spoken to His people. 
 
God formed a people in the Old Testament which were recognised primarily by the 
name of Abraham’s grandson – Israel.  The Hebrew people were to follow in the 
footsteps of their father Abraham who ‘believed the LORD, and he credited it to him 
as righteousness’ (Genesis 15:6 NIV).  The descendants of Abraham were to be a 
people of faith, believing their God, which would lead them to follow His ways. 
 
We know the story, though, that by the time of the prophets, most of Israel had 
forsaken the LORD to follow after false idols, thus breaking the covenant with God.  
Consequently, both kingdoms were taken into exile for their continued unfaithfulness 
and breaking of the covenant. 
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When the promised Messiah, Jesus Christ, arrived on the scene, there was not one 
people of God done away with while another was set in its place, but rather God’s 
people continued in the same line as Abraham.  Those who were truly Abraham's 
seed continued in the faith, trusting in God.  Paul lets us know in Romans 9:6, ‘For 
they are not all Israel who are descended from Israel.’  Israel is the name for the 
believing people of God, and so, God continues to have an Israel today – a people 
who have faith in God through Jesus Christ. 
 
Paul does let us know in Romans 11:25-32 that there will be a move of God amongst 
the Jewish people before Christ returns, and thus ‘all Israel will be saved’, this being 
the true Israel of God – believing Jew and Gentile (see Galatians 6:15-16).  But we 
must remember that whether one is Jew or Gentile, Abraham is the ‘father of all who 
believe’ (Romans 4:11).  Thus, the prophetic promises of God are given to both Jew 
and Gentile who walk in the footsteps of their father, those footsteps being faith in 
God through the Messiah, Jesus. 
 
Conclusion 
The greatest word of wisdom is that we remain humble before God when it comes to 
studying and understanding the prophetic Scriptures.  It would do us well to continue 
to study the whole of the Bible along with solid commentaries and theological books. 
 
For further study on the Old Testament prophetic books, check out these book 
below: 
 
1. LaRondelle, Hans K.  The Israel of God in Prophecy: Principles for Prophetic 

Interpretation.  Berrien Springs, MI: Andrews University Press, 1983. 
2. Fairbairn, Partrick.  The Interpretation of Prophecy.  Edinburgh, UK: Banner of 

Truth, 1993. 
3. Bullock, C. Hassell.  An Introduction to the Old Testament Prophetic Books.  

Chicago:  Moody Press, 1986. 
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2.0 Introduction to Isaiah 
2.1 Resources for Study 
Check out these specific books and commentaries for further study of Isaiah: 
 

• C. Hassell Bullock, An Introduction to the Old Testament Prophetic Books, 
Moody Press, 1986, pp125-159. 

• Gleason L. Archer, A Survey of Old Testament Introduction, Moody Press, 
1994, pp363-397. 

• J. Alec Motyer, The Prophecy of Isaiah: An Introduction and Commentary, 
IVP, 1993. 

• John D. W. Watts, Word Biblical Commentary: Isaiah 1-33, vol. 24, Thomas 
Nelson Publishers, 1985. 

• John D. W. Watts, Word Biblical Commentary: Isaiah 34-66, vol. 25, Word 
Books, 1987. 

• Keil and Delitzsch, Commentary on the Old Testament, vol 7, Hendrickson 
Publishers, 2001. 

 
2.2 Interesting Facts About the Book of Isaiah 
A. The Discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls 
In 1947-48, a goat herder discovered some large clay jars in a cave in the Qumran 
community at the north end of the Dead Sea.  These came to be known as the Dead 
Sea Scrolls (also know as Qa)*.  Amongst the Dead Sea Scrolls were found a 
complete copy of the book of Isaiah, as well as parts of other Old Testament books. 
 
These Dead Sea Scrolls were written around 100 BC and were preserved quite well.  
Prior to this amazing discovery, the earliest dated manuscripts scholars had were 
from approximately AD 1009 (known as the Ben Asher text of the Massoretic Text)*.  
Thus, the copies found at Qumran are over 1000 years older than the previously 
dated manuscripts in our possession.  This is groundbreaking as scholars are 
continually searching for manuscripts that are closer to the dates of the actual scrolls 
used by the Old Testament writers. 
 
*See Motyer’s The Prophecy of Isaiah: An Introduction and Commentary, p34. 
 
B. Quoted Verses From Isaiah 
Jesus and the New Testament writers quoted Isaiah more than any other Old 
Testament book.  Can you think of any familiar verses from Isaiah? 
 
There are also some 40 major Messianic prophecies in the Old Testament.  
Seventeen of those come from the book of Isaiah. 
 
2.3 Isaiah the Person 
Considering the length of the book of Isaiah, we do not have a great personal 
knowledge of him.  We do know more about him than some of the minor prophets, 
but not as much as the other prophets who wrote in great length, mainly Jeremiah 
and Ezekiel. 
 
A. Isaiah’s Name 
Isaiah’s name in Hebrew is Yeshayahu, which means ‘Yahweh is salvation’.  It is a 
very similar form to the name Jesus (Yeshua), Joshua and Hosea (Hoshea). 
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B. Isaiah’s Family 
Isaiah was married, but we do not know his wife’s name or anything about her.  In 
8:3, she is referred to as ‘the prophetess’.  Some scholars believe this was Isaiah’s 
second wife because his first had died (we will discuss this more when looking at 
7:14).  We do not know if she has a prophetic function as well or if that was simply a 
term used to recognise her as the prophet’s wife. 
 
He also had two sons, and like Hosea, both of them had prophetically significant 
names: Shear-jashub meaning ‘a remnant will return’ and Maher-shalal-hash-baz 
basically meaning ‘the spoil speeds, the prey hastes’. 
 

‘As with Hosea before him, Isaiah’s family life was bound up with his 
prophetic ministry.  There is no evidence, however, that he endured 
anything like the trauma that Hosea did.  Yet when the names of one’s 
children symbolize the destiny of nations, there is likely no total 
escape from whatever grief or joy they symbolize.’ (C. Hassell Bullock, 
An Introduction to the Old Testament Prophetic Books, Moody Press, 
1986, p127-128). 

 
C. Isaiah’s Time 
Isaiah was based in Judah, most likely in the city of Jerusalem.  According to chapter 
6, Isaiah received his call and commission in the last year of king Uzziah’s reign.  
Thus, he would have begun his ministry in 740 BC.  He continued his role into king 
Hezekiah’s reign, which ended in 686 BC.  Yet, his ministry probably extended even 
further than that, as the last definite historical event mentioned is Sennacherib’s 
death, which was in 681 BC (see 37:38). 
 
He was most likely born in the palace and brought up in the royal court.    This is 
assumed because of his easy access to the kings of Judah.  Isaiah had contact with 
four kings of Judah – Uzziah/Azariah (792-740 BC); Jotham (750-732 BC); Ahaz 
(735-715 BC); Hezekiah (715-686 BC).  Of course, these are approximate dates.  In 
the book of Isaiah, we read about his specific contact with both Ahaz (ch. 7) and 
Hezekiah (chs. 36-39).  He was also a scribe, as this is implied in 2 Chronicles 
26:22; 32:32. 
 
Isaiah certainly stands as one of the greatest prophets of all time.  Moses and Elijah 
were great prophets in deed, but Isaiah was the greatest prophet in word. 
 
D. Jewish Tradition 
Jewish and rabbinic tradition tells us that Isaiah’s father, Amoz, and King Amaziah of 
Judah were brothers.  Therefore, Isaiah and King Uzziah would have been cousins, 
thus explaining the significance of the beginning words of Isaiah’s record of his call 
and commission from God: ‘In the year of King Uzziah’s death I saw the Lord…’ 
(6:3).   
 
We are not exactly sure how or when Isaiah died.  Jewish and Christian tradition 
(Jewish writing – The Martyrdom of Isaiah; Christian writing – The Ascension of 
Isaiah) say that the wicked king Manasseh had Isaiah put to death by placing him 
inside a hollowed log and having him sawn in half.  Hebrews 11:37 supposedly refers 
to this. 
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2.4 Historical Background to the Book of Isaiah 
In the northern kingdom of Israel, they had seen a succession of idolatrous kings 
who, despite the ministries of Elijah, Elisha, Amos and Hosea, had refused to return 
to the LORD.  The final judgment against northern Israel would take place in 722-
721 BC when Samaria, Israel's capital, would fall and the nation would be exiled to 
Assyria. 
 
In Judah, King Uzziah (Azariah) died in 740 BC marking the end of half a century of 
relief from foreign powers.  But from then to the end of the century, events were 
dominated by Assyria, whose kings Tiglath-Pileser III, Shalmaneser V, Sargon II and 
Sennacherib were all intent on extending the Assyrian empire.  In view of this, in 
735 Israel and Syria (Aram) tried to force King Ahaz of Judah into an anti-Assyrian 
coalition.  Isaiah challenged Ahaz (ch. 7) to believe that Yahweh would fight for 
Judah against Assyria. 
 
In the north, Israel lost the Galilean region in 733 BC and, as said earlier, ultimately 
the nation was lost forever in 722/721.  Isaiah warned Judah of a similar fate – not 
through the Assyrians, however, but through their successors, the Babylonians, who 
had not yet risen to great power.  When the godly Hezekiah succeeded Ahaz on 
Judah’s throne, he tried to throw off the Assyrian yoke.  Though the Assyrians 
tempted him to make a bargain with them (36:8), Hezekiah turned to the LORD to 
see Him give an amazing victory: 185,000 Assyrians destroyed by the angel of the 
LORD around 701 BC (37:36). 
 
2.5 The Debate: Who Wrote Isaiah? 
Over the past two and a half centuries, a debate has arisen amongst scholars as to 
who wrote the whole of the book of Isaiah.  Traditional evangelical theologians 
accepted that there was one author named Isaiah who prophesied during the late 
eighth-century and early seventh-century.  But liberal theologians began to question 
this claiming there had to be two authors, as there are two quite distinct and 
different parts to the book (Part 1 – chapters 1-39 and Part 2 – chapters 40-66).  
The name given to the so-called author of the second half is Deutero-Isaiah (the 
prefix duetero- meaning ‘second’).  He supposedly wrote his part in Babylon during 
the exile. 
 
In the early twentieth century, some scholars even began to claim that there were 
three Isaiah’s, thus splitting the book into these three sections: 
 

• Chs. 1-39 written by Primo-Isaiah during the pre-exilic period 
• Chs. 40-55 written by Deutero-Isaiah during the exilic period 
• Chs. 56-66 written by Trito-Isaiah during the post-exilic period 

 
Some even claim insertions have been made into the book of Isaiah all the way down 
to the first century.  The proponents of such teaching hold that they are ‘prophecies’ 
after the event, which would actually make them ‘non-prophetic’ words. 
 
One major argument for two, if not three, authors is that the ‘second part’ of Isaiah 
(chs. 40-66) describes future events in such close detail.  Thus, there had to have 
been another author after the first Isaiah died who lived during the exile, and 
possibly another one who lived after the return from exile.  Below are some reasons 
why we can be confident that one Isaiah wrote the whole book: 
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1. Though some would try and point out discontinuity in the book of Isaiah, we 
must keep in mind that we have a record of the many messages that Isaiah 
gave over approximately forty years, which is quite a long time.  Remember, 
these messages have not been given to us in exact chronological order in 
which Isaiah spoke them. 

2. Continuity in the book of Isaiah is shown through his favourite description of 
God: ‘Holy One of Israel’ or ‘Holy One’ (occurs 29 times in the whole book; 14 
times in the first part and 15 times in the second part). 

3. We believe in the supernatural and that God can and does reveal future 
events related to His plan of redemption for the whole world (Amos 3:7).  
That is just what He did with Isaiah. 

4. The biggest hold-up for liberal theologians in believing these are the words of 
one Isaiah during the late eighth-century and early seventh-century is the 
prediction of the exact name of the deliverer who would release the Jews to 
rebuild Jerusalem – Cyrus (see 44:28-45:3).  Yet, let us remember that there 
is another significant instance in the Scripture where a specific name is 
prophesied.  It is not the name of a person, but the name of a place – 
Bethlehem, the birthplace of the Messiah (see Micah 5:2). 

5. The gospel writers Luke and John, as well as Paul, quote the ‘second part’ of 
Isaiah and then ascribe original authorship to the prophet, Isaiah.  Here are 
some examples. 

 
 Luke 4:17-19 – Jesus read from Isaiah 61:1-2 (the second half of the 
book), and Luke attributes this passage to Isaiah (see Luke 4:17). 
 John 12:37-39 – John quotes from Isaiah 53:1 in 12:38 of his gospel and 
credits these words to Isaiah.  He then refers to Isaiah 6:10 in v40 and also 
attributes this to Isaiah (see v39).  Thus, even quoting from different ‘parts’ 
of Isaiah, John still credits the book to one author. 
 Romans 10:20-21 – Here, Paul quotes Isaiah 65:1-2 and again, the 
remark is that Isaiah penned these words. 

 
Therefore, it seems that there is much conclusive evidence pointing to the fact that 
there was one, and only one, Isaiah who authored the book of Isaiah.  For more 
study on the authorship of Isaiah, see these resources: 
 

• Gleason L. Archer, A Survey of Old Testament Introduction, Moody Press, 
1994, pp363-397. 

• J. Alec Motyer, The Prophecy of Isaiah: An Introduction and Commentary, 
IVP, 1993, pp25-34. 

 
2.6 The Order of Isaiah 
Isaiah’s words are given throughout many years of ministry, and thus the book of 
Isaiah is not ordered chronologically.  So, as we study the book of Isaiah, we will 
study it according to these sections: 
 

3.1 Words of Reproof (Chapters 1-39) 
3.1.1 Message of Rebuke and Promise (Chapters 1-6) 
3.1.2 Book of Immanuel (Chapters 7-12) 
3.1.3 Prophecies Against Surrounding Nations (Chapters 13-23) 
3.1.4 Eschatological Summation Part 1 (Chapters 24-27) 
3.1.5 Book of Woes (Chapters 28-33) 
3.1.6 Eschatological Summation Part 2 (Chapters 34-35) 
3.1.7 Historical Account of Hezekiah (Chapters 36-39) 
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3.2 Words of Restoration (Chapters 40-66) 

3.2.1 Israel’s Deliverance (Chapters 40-48) 
3.2.2 Israel’s Deliverer (Chapters 49-57) 
3.2.3 Israel’s Destiny (Chapters 58-66) 
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3.0 Isaiah 
 
Resources Used: 

• C. Hassell Bullock, An Introduction to the Old Testament Prophetic Books, 
Moody Press, 1986, pp125-159. 

• J. Alec Motyer, The Prophecy of Isaiah: An Introduction and Commentary, 
IVP, 1993. 

• John D. W. Watts, Word Biblical Commentary: Isaiah 1-33, vol. 24, Thomas 
Nelson Publishers, 1985. 

• John D. W. Watts, Word Biblical Commentary: Isaiah 34-66, vol. 25, Word 
Books, 1987. 

• Keil and Delitzsch, Commentary on the Old Testament, vol 7, Hendrickson 
Publishers, 2001. 

 
3.1 Words of Reproof (Chapters 1-39) 
 
3.1.1 Message of Rebuke and Promise (Chapters 1-6) 
A. The Title (1:1) 

1. A common title in prophetic literature (see Jer. 1:1-3; Ezk. 1:1-3; Hos. 1:1; 
Amos 1:1, etc.) 
 
• The title usually contains these elements 

 Prophet’s name – Isaiah 
 Designation of the nature of the book – vision 
 May include audience – Judah and Jerusalem 
 May include time period – reigns of Uzziah, Jotham, Ahaz, Hezekiah 

i. Uzziah (792-740) – Isaiah was called in the year he died, 740 
ii. Jotham (750-732) – co-reigned in the last years of Uzziah due to 

his leprosy (see 2 Chron 26:16-21) 
iii. Ahaz (735-715) – one of the worst kings in Judah’s history (see 2 

Kgs 16:2-4; 2 Chron 28:19-27) 
iv. Hezekiah (715-686) – one of the greatest kings in Judah’s history 

(2 Kgs 18:1-6; 2 Chron 29:1-4) 
 

2. This is a ‘vision’ of Isaiah 
a. Hebrew word is chazon = a mental sight, a dream, a vision, a revelation, 

an oracle (burden), a prophecy 
b. Used here as a broad category, rather than a specific vision 
c. Thus, it speaks of the entire 66 chapters 
d. There is one specific vision recorded in ch. 6 
e. Though this is a ‘vision’ in the broad sense, the book also contains 

dialogue and historical settings 
 

3. Isaiah was son of Amoz 
a. Who is Amoz – not sure 
b. Tradition says he was king Amaziah’s brother, thus making Isaiah and 

Uzziah cousins 
 
4. Brief historical background 

a. In 740 BC, Jotham is reigning due to his father’s (Uzziah) seclusion 
because of his leprosy (see 2 Kgs 15:5)  

b. Stability in Judah 
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c. Kings of Israel in this time 
• Menahem (752-742) 

 Made an alliance with Assyrian king Tiglath-Pileser 
• Pekahiah (742-740) 
• Pekah (752-732) 

 Established a rival gov’t against Menahem in the year 752 
 Would not have become full king of Israel until 740 
 During his reign, and Ahaz’s reign in Judah, Assyrian king Tiglath- 
   Pileser took some land of Israel and some people into exile (see 2  
   Kgs 15:29; 16:7-9) 

 
B. Judah’s Situation (1:2-26) – Setting the Scene 

1. The National Situation (1:2-9) 
a. 1:2 

• The heavens and earth are being summoned as a witness 
 This is done regularly throughout the OT (Deut. 4:26; Psalm 50:4) 

• Yahweh is speaking Himself, that is, speaking through Isaiah 
• The people of Israel (Judah) were sons 

 Became sons through the redemption act of the Exodus (Ex. 4:22) 
 Pagans thought they became children of their god by some quasi- 
   physical act of begetting 

• God’s own children had revolted against Him 
• So He was disciplining them as sons (Prov 3:11-12; Heb 12:5-7) 
 

b. 1:3 
• The people have become less than the animals 
 
‘Judah’s loss of trust in Yahweh had reduced its people to animal 
status – no, even lower…’ (Bullock, p131) 
 
• Israel ‘does not know’ and ‘do not understand’ 

 Similar to Hos. 4:6 
 They are blinded that they have darkened minds (2 Cor 4:3-4) 

 
c. 1:4 

• Were to be the seed of Abraham, but had become seed of evildoers 
• Four actions: 

1. Act corruptly 
2. Abandoned Yahweh 
3. Despised the Holy One of Israel (first use, 29 times total) 
4. Turned away from Him 

 
d. 1:5-6 

• The condition of the people will be transferred to the Suffering Servant 
 See 53:4-5 

 
e. 1:7 

• Who are the ‘strangers’? 
 Possibly Syria and Israel, or Assyria 

 
f. 1:8 

• Daughter of Zion = Jerusalem 
• Left as a ‘besieged city’ 
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g. 1:9 
• A few survivors – first words about a remnant (see also 4:3; 10:20-

23; 11:11, 16; 46:3) 
 

2. The Spiritual Situation (1:10-20) 
a. 1:10 

• Rulers of Sodom, people of Gomorrah 
• 1:9 speaks of them not being like Sodom and Gomorrah 
• In 1:10, Isaiah makes it clear that they are 

 
b. 1:11-14 

• The unworthy sacrifices, offerings and festivals of the people 
• Like white-washed tombs (see Matt 23:7) 
• See Psalm 51:16-17 
• Remember we are to bring our best – like Abel in Gen 4:4 

 
c. 1:15 

• I will hide my eyes 
 Opposite of Num 6:25 – Yahweh make His face shine on you 

• I will not listen 
  See Psalm 66:18 

 
d. 1:16-20 

• The proper response of repentance – turning from their evil deeds and 
turning to God 

 
‘When he redeems, the Lord does not overlook but satisfies the 
claims of his holy precepts.  Human repentance is not a meritorious 
work offered to God to excite his pleasure but a response to the 
fact that his righteous claims have been met.’ (Motyer, p51) 
 
• 1:16 – Turning from evil 

 ‘Wash yourselves, make yourselves clean’ 
 Not teaching they can do this themselves and earn God’s grace 
 They are to become pure through the means God has provided 

• 1:17 – Turning to God 
  Five actions to walk in as they turned to God 

1. Learn to do good 
2. Seek justice 
3. Reprove the ruthless 
4. Defend the orphan/fatherless (see Lam 5:3) 
5. Plead for the widow (see James 1:27) 

• 1:18 – God calling His people to the court 
  Changing of nature here – ‘red to white’ (see Ezk 36:26; Jer 31:34) 
 
• 1:19-20 – After the redemptive cleansing, the people must walk in the 

ways of God, which is true for us today 
 

‘After their justification, both blessing and cursing lay once more 
before the justified, as they had both been long before proclaimed 
by the law.’ (Keil & Delitzsch, p65) 
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• 1:19 – Covenant blessing in obedience – eat the best of the land 
 The promise of a land flowing with ‘milk and honey’ (Ex 3:8) 
 

• 1:20 – Covenant cursing in disobedience – devoured by the sword 
 See Deut 28:15-22 (esp. v22) 

 
3. The Social Situation (1:21-23) 

a. 1:21 
• Had once been faithful 
• Now committing spiritual adultery (Hosea’s life was a metaphor of this) 
• Even murderers 
 

b. 1:22 
• Metaphor of pollution 

 
c. 1:23 

• Rebels, thieves, bribery 
• Not taking care of the orphan or widow (remember 1:17; James 1:27) 

 
4. Judgment and Restoration Announced (1:24-31) 

a. 1:24-25 – Judgment 
• Judgment will come from Yahweh 
• He will remove the dross spoken of in 1:22 

 
‘As we have our chemical agents of cleansing, so the Lord knows 
what to apply to purge his people.’ (Motyer, p50) 

 
b. 1:26-27 – Restoration 

• Rulers restored – judges and counsellors 
 A Davidic restoration, ultimately pointing to the Messiah 

• New name for the city – Righteousness and Faithful 
 Redemption from 1:21 

• Redeemed with justice (a verdict – 1:18) and righteousness 
 1 John 1:9 – faithful and righteous to forgive 

 
c. 1:28-31 – Judgment 

• 1:29 – oaks and gardens – symbols of nature and fertility gods 
• 1:30 – not like the wise man in Psalm 1:3 
• 1:31 – the strong man and his work (idols) will come to an end 

 
C. Restoration, Judgment, Restoration (2:1-4:6) 

1. Restoration Promised – The Chief Mountain (2:1-4) 
a. 2:1 

• ‘Word’, i.e. ‘spoken word’  
• 1:1 says ‘vision’ 

 
b. 2:2 

• Micah prophesies the same thing – see Mic 4:1-3 
• Micah and Isaiah had a ministry around the same time 
• When are the ‘last days’? 

 Since the Spirit was poured out at Pentecost (see Acts 2:14-17) 
 Therefore, we have been in the last days for 1975 years 
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 The days when the Messiah would reign – He does! (Matt 28:18;  
   Eph 1:20-23) 

 
• Some facts to ponder: 

 China: estimates are 3000, 22000, 28000 are born again each day 
 Africa: 4% professing Christians in 1900; 40% professing Christians  
   in 1990; some 16000 to 20000 people born again each day 
 India: approx. 15000 people born again each day 
 Eastern Europe: breaking down Communism, the mustard seed of  
   the kingdom has begun 
 Western world: God is reawakening His Church  
 Some 50000 people born again each day on earth 
 Some estimate that there are one billion Christians on earth today 
 It isn’t just ‘soul-saving’ we are looking at though, for where Christ’s  
   kingdom extends, it brings justice and righteousness 

• Remember cumulative fulfilment 
• God’s kingdom is becoming the chief mountain 

 Mountains could be other kingdoms, or known as ‘the homes of the  
   gods’ (Motyer, p54) 

• ‘All nations’ & ‘many peoples’ – every tribe, nation & tongue (Rev 5:9) 
 

c. 2:3 
• The response to Yahweh’s mountain becoming the biggest 

 They want to be taught and walk in his ways – training & obedience 
• The law/torah coming from Zion 

 Law/torah = instruction, teaching 
 Believers are Zion – Heb 12:22-24 

• The word of Yahweh coming from Jerusalem 
 Word = same word used in 2:1 
 Believers are Jerusalem – Heb 12:22-24 

• They were in a time when this wasn’t happening 
• Isaiah prophesied a time of this taking place 

 
d. 2:4 

• No longer would sword and war be the instruments for rendering 
decisions 

• God will judge (govern) and render decisions (decide) for the nations 
and the peoples 

• No more war! – Remember cumulative fulfilment 
• We live in a day where war is generally the last resort 

 
2. Judgment Promised (2:5-4:1) 

a. Serving Idols (2:5-9) 
• 2:5 – the proper response to the prophetic words of 2:2-4 
 
‘The exhortation is linked to the foregoing vision.  If ‘the God of 
Jacob’ [vs3] is to be acknowledged by the world, those who know 
him already, the house of Jacob, have a special responsibility.’ 
(Motyer, p54) 
 
• See Psalm 27:1; 1 John 1:6-7 
• 2:7-8 – Moses warned the Israelites in Deut 17:16-17 
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b. Day of Reckoning (2:10-22) 
• Also known as ‘the day of the LORD’ (see Ezk 30:3; Obad 15; Joel 

1:15; 2:1, 11, 31; Amos 5:18, 20) 
• A theology developed in the OT prophets 
• A day when God would deal with His enemies (see Is 2:12) 
• As God’s people, we should not be scared of the ‘day of the LORD’ 
• Judgment carries the idea of making things right, and that is what we 

want our King to do 
• Our sin was judged at the cross; the world’s sin will be judged at the 

throne 
• When the wicked world systems are judged fully and finally, what will 

be left is righteousness, peace, the kingdom of God 
• The Hebrew word for ‘day’ is yowm, which can mean an actual day, or 

it can mean a long period of time 
• Again, remember cumulative fulfilment, though there will be on final 

day of the LORD 
• If Yahweh’s mountain is becoming the chief mountain (which consists 

in righteousness and peace), then to some extent He is judging now 
• The result of the day of reckoning – Yahweh alone will be exalted (see 

end of 2:11 and 2:17) 
 

c. Removing the Leadership (3:1-12) 
• 3:1-3 – Removal of the ‘experienced’ leaders – mighty man, warrior, 

judge, prophet, diviner, elder, captain, honourable man, counsellor, 
expert artisan, skilful enchanter 

• 3:4 – Replace with youthful leadership – boys and infants 
• The inexperienced leadership will lead to chaos 
• Important that leadership be faithful and trustworthy – see 2 Tim 2:2 
 

d. Judging the Leadership (3:13-15) 
  

e. Judah’s Women Denounced (3:16-4:1) 
• It is not only the male leaders who walk in wickedness 
• It is also the women – referred to as ‘daughters of Zion’ 
• Like the Adulteress of Prov 7:5-23 

 
3. Restoration Promised (4:2-6) 

a. The Branch (4:2) 
• Messianic title – see (Jer 23:5; 33:15; Zech 3:8; 6:12) 
• Other passages relate the branch to David 
 
‘The Messiah springs from a dual ancestry as he belongs in the “family 
tree” of both David and the Lord.’ (Motyer, p65) 
 

b. The New Jerusalem (4:2-4) 
• As new creations (2 Cor 5:17), we are part of the new/heavenly 

Jerusalem (see Heb 12:22-24; Rev 21:1-2) 
• 4:3 – a remnant left called ‘holy’ 

 We are the holy ones/saints 
 God’s people called ‘saints’ 61 times in the NT 

• 4:4 – washed and purged – ultimately through the cross of Jesus 
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c. The Protection of God (4:5-6) 
• Reminds us of the pillar of cloud by day and the pillar of fire by night 

in Ex 13:21-22 
 
D. Judgment for Sin (5:1-30) 

1. Parable of the Vineyard (5:1-7) 
a. 5:1 

• A prophetic song through Isaiah 
• The vineyard = Israel/Judah – God’s people (see 5:7) 
 

b. 5:2 
• The expectation was good fruit 
• The produce was bad fruit 

 
c. 5:7 

• ‘House of Israel’ and ‘men of Judah’ = Isaiah speaking to the combined 
nation 

 
2. Six Woes (5:8-25) 

a. Woe 1 (5:8-10) 
• Selfish with houses 
• God’s people were to look out for the poor (see Lev 25) 
 
‘Add house to house/‘cause house to touch house’ means acquiring a 
house and adding to it to create a ‘big house’ in a huge estate from which 
all the others have been evicted so that the new ‘squire’ lives alone in the 
middle of the land.’ (Motyer, p70) 
 

b. Woe 2 (5:11-12) 
• Pursue/chase strong drink 
• Prov 23:29-35 
 
 Judgment Pronounced (5:13-17) 

• 5:13 – see Hos 4:6 
• 5:16 – God will be exalted in His righteous judgment 

 
c. Woe 3 (5:18-19) 

• Drag iniquity with cords of falsehood 
• [Drag] sin with cart ropes 

 
‘By holding on to what is false they bind themselves in bondage to sin, 
and what starts as cords becomes cart ropes, unbreakable bondage.’ 
(Motyer, p72) 
 
• 5:19 – They mock God! 
 

d. Woe 4 (5:20) 
• Attraction to evil rather than good 
• See Heb 5:14 
 

e. Woe 5 (5:21) 
• Relying on their own wisdom 
• See Psalm 111:10; Prov 9:10 
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f. Woe 6 (5:22) 

• Part a – Similar to Woe 2 
• Accept bribes – Micah had a lot to say about this (see Mic 3:11; 7:3) 
 
 Judgment Pronounced (5:24-25) 
• 5:24b – Isaiah had earlier prophesied of a better day (see 2:3) 
• 5:25 – Yahweh’s anger burns (Heb 10:31) 

 
3. The Distant Nation (5:26-30) 

• 5:26 – Lift up a standard, or a banner 
• Who is the distant nation?  Most likely Assyria 
• It will come with speed swiftly – a response to the mocking in 5:19 
• Also part of Isaiah’s son’s name Maher-shalal-hash-baz 

 
E. The Call and Commission of Isaiah (6:1-13) 

1. Isaiah’s Vision (6:1-8) 
 

‘Here, after enough threatening oracles in chapters 1-5 to 
intimidate any people and their rulers, it was about time that 
Isaiah introduce his credentials.  What right did he have to say 
such things?  What word had he received that validated the hope 
as well as judgment that he liberally pronounced upon Israel and 
Judah?  Chapter 6 is the answer, the validation of his right to 
speak.’ (Bullock, p133) 

 
a. 6:1 

• The year king Uzziah died – tradition says this was Isaiah’s cousin 
• A vision of the ‘otherness’ of God (Louie Giglio) 
 

b. 6:3 
• We see the angels crying a similar thing day and night in Rev 4:8 
• Whole earth is full of His glory 
• One day the knowledge of His glory will be across the earth (see Hab 

2:14; Phil 2:10-11) 
 
c. 6:5 

• Realisation who he was apart from the grace of God 
 
d. 6:6-7 

• The purging/cleansing that is about to take place is heaven’s initiative 
• The ‘burning coal’ was from the altar 
• It was a ‘burning coal’ and thus there could have been an actual 

sacrifice on the altar 
 
‘…the altar was the place where the holy God accepted and was 
satisfied by blood sacrifice (Lv. 17:11).  It holds together the ideas 
of atonement, propitiation and satisfaction required by God and of 
the forgiveness, cleansing and reconciliation needed b his people.  
All this is achieved through substitutionary sacrifice and brought to 
Isaiah, encapsulated in the single symbol of the live coal.’ (Motyer, 
p78) 
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• The emphasis is on the work of God, not Isaiah 
 

e. 6:8 
• After the cleansing, Isaiah responds with ‘Here am I. Send me.’ 

 
2. Isaiah’s Message (6:9-13) 

a. 6:9-10 
• Quoted in all four Gospels and Acts (Matt 13:14; Mark 4:12; 

Luke 8:10; John 12:40; Acts 28:26) – esp. in the parable of the 
sower 

 
b. 6:11-12 

• They will not hear, see or understand 
• How long?  Until the devastation comes 

 
c. 6:13 

• A stump is left 
• Stump = holy seed (see 4:3) 

 
‘The clock of history had struck another solemn hour – Uzziah was 
dead…With Assyria on the horizon and the political uncertainty at 
home added to the decline of social and religious standards, the 
tenuous future hung on the thread of God’s mercy.  That mercy 
summoned a listening prophet…With lips newly touched and 
cleansed, Isaiah made his [simple] response, ‘Here I am.  Send 
me!’’ (Bullock, p133) 

 
3.1.2 Book of Immanuel (Chapters 7-12) 
*Note: Three major Messianic prophecies come in this section (7:14; 9:6-7; 11:1-5) 
 
F. The Ahaz Account (7:1-25) 

1. Setting the Historical Background (7:1-2) 
• The year is approx. 735/734 BC 

 Ahaz – king of Judah 
 Rezin – king of Aram/Syria 
 Pekah – king of Israel 

• Ahaz had already been defeated by Israel and Syria previously (see 2 
Chron 28:5-8) 

• Ephraim = another name for northern Israel 
 

2. Specific Meeting Place (7:3) 
• Ahaz might see this place as significant in protecting Judah (see 36:2) 
• Isaiah brings his son 

 Shear-jashub – ‘a remnant will return’ 
 Both good and bad news – some would return, but only a remnant  
   would return from the future Babylonian exile 
 

3. Believe God Will Protect (7:4-9) 
a. 7:4 – have no fear, they are simply two smoldering firebrands 
 
b. 7:7 – it shall not stand nor shall it come to pass 

 
c. 7:9 – ‘If you (plural) will not believe, you (plural) surely shall not last.’ 
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4. The Immanuel Sign (7:10-16) 
a. 7:11 – A big sign 
 
b. 7:12 – Ahaz is too spiritual, or maybe not – this was God’s request! 

 
c. 7:14 – Immanuel – God with us, i.e., not with them 

• Virgin = Hebrew is almah = means a young woman not yet married, 
i.e., a virgin 

• This is why some scholars believe that Isaiah’s first wife died and he 
married another woman who would bear this son, for the mother had 
to be an ‘almah’, and Shear-jashub had already been born 

• Immanuel was probably another name for Maher-shalal-hash-baz, the 
son born in ch. 8 

• Christ’s birth through the virgin Mary is the greater fulfilment (double 
fulfilment) – Matt 1:18-25 

 
d. Time Scale For Syria and Israel’s Defeat (7:15-16) 

• Even this young boy will know enough to refuse evil and choose good 
• Quite different from the prideful people of 5:20-21 
• ‘Curds and honey’ – food for the poor 
• 7:16 – Before the boy even grows up, Syria and Israel will be forsaken 

 
5. Assyria’s Attack (7:17-25) 

• Though they will receive a sign of ‘God with us’, Judah’s wickedness will 
still be judged 

 
G. Syria and Israel’s Downfall Predicted (8:1-8) 

1. The Prophetic Name Written Out (8:1) 
• Maher-shalal-hash-baz = literally translated ‘speed, spoil, haste, booty’ 
• His second name is Immanuel (see 8:8) 
• Fulfilment of the promise of 7:14 
• The name speaks about Syria and Israel, not Assyria or Babylon 

 
‘…such an assurance of conquest that the oncoming foe does not 
think of the fight but only of the booty’. (Motyer, p90) 
 

2. Time Scale For Syria and Israel’s Defeat (8:4) 
• Threat of Syria & Israel would pass while the child was still quite young 
• Reminder of the prophetic words of 7:15-16 
• 734-733 BC – Tiglath-pileser III, king of Assyria, spoken of in 8:7 
 

3. Judah Affected (8:8) 
• Judah would one day be affected as well – 701 BC by Sennacherib 
• The ‘flood waters’ only reach to the neck, speaking of a remnant 

 
H. The Remnant (8:9-22) 

1. The Protection of God (8:9-10) 
• The reminder of Immanuel – God with us 
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‘So be shattered indicates that nothing is more certain than that 
the nations will destroy only themselves if they assail the people 
with whom God is.’ (Motyer, p94) 
 

2. Fear the LORD of Hosts (8:11-13) 
a. 8:12 – Do not listen to popular uproar 
 
b. 8:12-13 – Do not fear the Syria and Israel, but fear God 
 

3. The Sanctuary and Stumbling Block (8:14-15) 
• Sanctuary – speaks of the Lord coming to dwell amongst His people, as in 

Immanuel 
• The ‘stumbling block’ – quoted in 1 Pet 2:8 and Rom 9:33 
• Similar to Psalm 118:22 
• Remember 1 Cor 1:22-23 – Christ crucified is a stumbling block to Jews 

and foolishness to Greeks 
 

4. Securing Isaiah’s Message (8:16-17) 
• 8:16 – Isaiah’s Message (testimony and law/teaching) 
• Disciples – probably Isaiah’s who would preserve his teaching 
• 8:17 – Wait for Yahweh, seek Him (see Psalm 27:8) 
 

5. Exile Will Come (8:20-22) 
a. 8:20 – If they do not speak according to Isaiah’s word (the testimony and 

law of 8:16), it is a sign they have no ‘dawn’, i.e., no hope for the future 
 
b. 8:21 – they even curse God! 

 
c. 8:22 – they will go into exile! 

 
I. The Glorious Hope (9:1-7) 

1. Light to Come (9:1-2) 
• 9:1b-2 – Quoted in Matt 4:15-16; see Matt 4:12-17 in full 

 
a. 9:1 

• ‘Nevertheless, that time of darkness and despair will not go on 
forever.’ (NLT) 

• Naphtali – along the western shore of the Sea of Galilee and extended 
northward 

• Zebulun – bordered the southwest side of Naphtali, half-way between 
the Mediterranean Sea and Sea of Galilee 

• These two areas were the first to fall to Assyria 
• Galilee of the Gentiles – called this because of two possible reasons: 

 Naphtali and Zebulun had failed to get rid of the original Canaanites  
   (Judg 1:30, 33) 
 Solomon gave this area to Hiram, king of Tyre (1 Kgs 9:11) 

• ‘No more gloom’, but there would have been previously (see 8:22) 
 

‘The eye of faith looks at all this but affirms that, real though it is, 
it is not the “real” reality…Are they to look at the darkness, the 
hopelessness, the dreams shattered and conclude that God has 
forgotten them?  Or are they to recall his past mercies, to 
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remember his present promises and to make great affirmations of 
faith?’ (Motyer, p99) 
 

b. 9:2 
• The people had been walking and living in darkness 
• A great light shines and they see it – this is Jesus with the gospel of 

the kingdom 
 

2. Blessing to Come (9:3) 
• Multiply the nation – it shall become the chief mountain (2:2) 
• Increase gladness – see Psalm 30:11-12 

 
3. Peace to Come (9:4-5) 

a. 9:4 – like the victory of Gideon over the Midianites (see Judg 7:19-25) 
b. 9:5 – reminder of 2:4 

• Jesus’ words in Matt 11:28-30 
 
4. Prince of Peace to Come (9:6-7) 

• Amazingly not quoted in the NT 
 

‘The emphasis calls not on what the child will do when grown up but on 
the mere fact of his birth.  In his coming all that results from his coming is 
at once secured.’ (Motyer, p101) 

 
a. 9:6 

• Born to us – shows he will come from human parents 
• Given to us – shows he will come from God 
• The government will be on his shoulders 

 What gov’t?  Probably speaks of the Davidic kingdom (see 22:22) 
 But remember that the NT reveals the promises of God expanded 
 This throne of David is not in Palestine, but rather next to the Father 
 See Acts 2:29-36 
 Thus, it is over all (Matt 28:18; Eph 1:20-23) 

 
• The names of the son: 

 Wonderful Counsellor 
 Either a supernatural counsellor, or 
 One giving supernatural counsel 

 Mighty God 
 A title given to God Himself in 10:21 
 Remember the earlier name of this child = Immanu – el 

 Eternal Father 
 ‘Eternal’ shows He is to be equated with God Himself 
 ‘Father’ shows He will rule after the pattern of the divine Father 

 Prince of Peace 
 ‘Prince’ shows he will rule 
 ‘Peace’ = Hebrew shalom = means health, security, tranquillity, 

welfare 
 Not just ‘no more war’ as in 9:5, but peace in the place of war 

 
b. 9:7 

• No end to the increase of His gov’t and peace (cumulative fulfilment) 
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• Christ’s kingdom is being extended around the world (look back at our 
notes on 2:1-4 and Matt 13:31-32) 

• Throne of David – Christ is seated on David’s greater throne at the 
right hand of the Father (see Acts 2:29-36) 

• Justice and righteousness – Christ is not just interested in the 
‘spiritual’ but in life on earth 

• The LORD’S zeal will ensure that this happens 
 

J. God’s Anger Expressed (9:8-10:4) 
1. The Word Against Israel (9:8-10) 

a. 9:8 
• The LORD ‘has sent’ (ESV) – probably refers to the prophetic ministries 

of Amos and Hosea 
• ‘It will fall on Israel’ (ESV) – what was prophesied will come to pass 
 

b. 9:9 
• All the people ‘will know’ (ESV) – no escaping the word 
• Ephraim – greatest tribe of the north 
• Samaria – the capital of the north 
• Thus, speaking to the northern kingdom 

 
c. 9:10 

• ‘Bricks have fallen’ 
 Could be a metaphor showing ‘things are falling apart’, or 
 Refers to the earthquake that took place during the reign of  
   Jeroboam II (see Amos 1:1; 4:11) 

• ‘We will rebuild’ and ‘we will replace’ 
 Could refer to arrogant self-striving, or 
 Refers to a time of restoration 

 
2. The Enemies Against Israel (9:11-12) 

• Rezin was king of Syria/Aram 
• Aram on the east, that is north-east 
• Philistines on the west, that is south-west 
• God will not relent (9:12) – theme stressed 4 times in this section 

 
3. Removal of Leadership (9:13-17) 

a. 9:13 
• Though the hand of discipline comes, they do not repent and seek God 
 

b. 9:14-16 
• The head = the elder and honourable man (9:15) 
• The tail = the false prophet (9:15) 
• The guides lead astray – though they had God’s truth 
• The guided are confused – though they had God’s truth 
 

c. 9:17 
• God’s heart is for the orphan and widow (1:17, 23), but even their 

orphans and widows have become wicked and are not accepted 
• End of v17 is a repeat of the end of v12 

 
4. The Results of Sin (9:18-21) 

a. 9:18-19 
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• The boomerang quality of sin (Gal 6:7) – it will consume them 
• The wrath of God will burn 
 

b. 9:20-21 
• They devour themselves 
• End of v21 is a repeat of the end of v12 and v17 

5. Day of Punishment (10:1-4) 
a. 10:1-2 

• God reaffirms His heart for the widow and orphan 
 

b. 10:3 
• Day of punishment – like the day of reckoning in 2:12 
• Devastation from afar – Assyria 

 
c. 10:4 

• End of v4 is a repeat of v12, 17, 21 
 

K. Assyria as God’s Instrument (10:5-19) 
1. God Uses Assyria Against Judah (10:5-11) 

• God can use who/whatever He wants to accomplish His purposes (see 
44:28-45:1; Ezra 1:1-4) 

• He first and foremost wants to use His people; but when they will not 
heed, God will use even His enemies 

• 10:10-11 – As Assyria had done to Samaria and Israel, so they would do 
to Jerusalem and Judah 

• Though God will use Assyria, they are still very arrogant 
 

2. God Will Punish Assyria (10:15-19) 
• Assyria will be punished for its arrogance (10:15) 
• Axe, saw, club, rod – they had been God’s rod and staff in 10:5, but now 

they will be humbled themselves 
• 10:15 reminds of Rom 9:20-21 

 
L. A Remnant (10:20-34) 

1. The Promise of the Return of the Remnant (10:20-23) 
a. 10:20 – They will not rely on (lean on) Assyria anymore, but on the Holy 

One of Israel 
 
b. 10:22 – a large number, but only a remnant will return 

• This destruction will lead to ‘overflowing righteousness’ 
 

2. The Promise of Assyria’s Downfall (10:24-34) 
a. 10:24 – Though they strike you like Egypt (Ex 1:11; 2:11; 5:7-11), do 

not fear Assyria 
 

b. 10:26 – The defeat will be like Gideon’s defeat over Midian (Judg 7:19-25; 
see also Is 9:4) 

 
c. 10:27 – The yoke and burden will be broken 

• Remember what Jesus’ yoke and burden are like (Matt 11:28-30) 
 
M. A Great Message of Hope (11:1-16) 

1. The Shoot of Jesse (11:1-5) 
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‘Here, for the second time [the first in 9:6-7], Isaiah extends to the 
remnant the hope of the royal Messiah.  Again, it is specifically a 
word of assurance for the dark day of the Assyrian threat but 
contains in itself clear indications that its fulfilment is for time yet 
to come.  Undated hope is a living, ever-present assurance for 
God’s people, and it is at this point that the passage speaks as 
much to the church today as in Isaiah’s time.’ (Motyer, p120) 

 
a. 11:1 

• Jesse = David’s father, thus a sort of Messianic title 
• The thickets have been cut down in 10:34, but a twig/shoot will still 

spring forth from Jesse’s stump/stem 
• The ‘Branch’ – as spoken of in 6:13 and other places in Jeremiah and 

Zechariah – this is the Messiah 
• Whereas the prophecy in ch. 9 emphasised the Messiah’s birth, ch. 11 

speaks of the fruit and character of his adult life 
 

b. 11:2 
• The Spirit of Yahweh will rest on Him – see also 42:1 and 61:1 
• In the OT, the Spirit mainly came temporarily upon people for a special 

task (see Num 11:25; Judg 3:9-10; 6:34; 14:6, 19; 15:14; 1 Sam 
10:10; 11:6) 

• There were a few exceptions: 
 Moses (Num 11:17) 
 Joshua (Num 27:18) 
 David (1 Sam 16:13) 
 Possibly Elijah and Elisha (2 Kgs 2:15) 

• 3 pairs of characteristics concerning the Spirit on the Messiah 
 Wisdom & understanding – judicial and governmental attributes 
 Counsel and strength/power – ability to devise a right course of  
   action and see it carried through 
 Knowledge and the fear of Yahweh – ‘knowledge’ is truth grasped  
   and applied to life; coupled with a life of reverence to His Father 

 
c. 11:3 

• He will not only have reverence for Yahweh, but He will delight in it 
• ‘Delight’ comes from the Hebrew word rêyach, which means ‘scent’ 
• The Hebrew verb ‘to smell an odour’ is translated ‘to delight in’ or 

‘react pleasurably to’ 
• Thus, the fear of Yahweh smells good to the Messiah 
• He will not judge by what his eyes see or his ears hear, but rather by 

the Spirit (see 1 Sam 16:7; John 7:24) 
 

d. 11:4 
• He will be both righteous and just in His decisions 

 
‘The King does not favour the needy so as to sway decisions in 
their favour.  Even in their case, what is right and fair must prevail 
but, unlike the degenerate princes he will replace, he gives his full 
attention to their cause.’ (Motyer, p123) 

 



______________________________________________________________________________ 
© Scott Lencke 29 Book of Isaiah 

• ‘The rod of His mouth’ and ‘the breath of His lips’ – refers to 
pronouncing a sentence 

• See Rev 19:15, 21 
 

‘When the reference is to the Lord’s Spirit, there is constantly the 
suggestion of power to effect change, to impose the divine will and 
order on things (Ps. 33:6).  So, the King’s word is full of divine 
efficacy.’ (Motyer, p123) 

 
e. 11:5 

• Belt of righteousness and faithfulness 
 
‘The motif of “clothing” always has the same significance: the 
garments express the inherent realities and capacities of a person 
and the purposes to which he commits himself (59:16-17; 61:10; 
Ps. 132:9, 16, 18).’ (Motyer, p123) 

 
2. Peace on Earth (11:6-9) 

a. 11:6-9a 
• There is even peace amongst the animals 
• Makes you think there will be animals in the age to come 

 
b. 11:9b 

• Reminder of Hab 2:14 
 
3. The Restored Remnant (11:10-16) 

a. 11:10 
• The root of Jesse is the banner for all peoples 
• ‘Resting place’ could also be translated as ‘home’ 

 
b. 11:11-12 

• The second time = exodus mainly from Babylon, though other nations 
are mentioned here 

• The first time being the exodus from Egypt 
• Reminder of Jer 16:14-15 
• Today in Christ, Israel and Judah (God’s people around the world) are 

being set free from an even greater captivity in Satan 
c. 11:13 

• No disunity 
• Remember the prophetic action of Ezekiel in Ezk 37:16-17 

 
d. 11:14-15 

• Defeating the enemy and taking the land 
• Initially speaks of the expanse of the Davidic kingdom 
• Christ taught that the meek shall inherit the earth (Matt 5:5) 
• Christ Himself is ruling until all His enemies are put under His feet (1 

Cor 15:25) 
• We also get to participate in defeat of the enemy (Rom 16:20) 
• The power comes from the Holy Spirit (Acts 1:8) and the gospel (Rom 

1:16) 
 
e. 11:16 

• See 57:14 
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• This highway will literally have to be cleared 
• The highway theme is quite big in Isaiah (35:8; 40:3-4; 49:11) 
• The remnant will return (Ezra 1:1-4) 

 
N. A Psalm of Thanksgiving (12:1-6) 

 
‘Songs abound in the Isaianic literature and all of them, like the present 
one, are placed with exactitude.’ (Motyer, p127) 

 
1. 12:1 

• ‘Give thanks’ – a thankful heart prepares the way for you my God 
• Anger turned away (see Ps 30:5) 
• Not just no anger, but now comfort 
 

2. 12:2 
• ‘Salvation’ twice in this verse = Yeshua, the Hebrew name for Jesus 
• Yahweh would become their strength and song 

 
3. 12:3 

• During the first exodus, there was a ‘water theme’ 
 Crossing the Red Sea (Ex 14:13-22) 
 Waters of Marah (Ex 15:22-25) 
 Wells of Elim (Ex 15:27) 
 Water from the rock (Ex 17:1-7) 

• Look at Jesus’ words in John 4:10 and 7:37-38 
 
4. 12:4 

• Give thanks! 
• See Psalm 105:1 

 
5. 12:5 

• Noting the great things God has done can only lead to songs of praise 
• Let it be known throughout the earth – fulfilling since Pentecost 

 
6. 12:6 

• Not just a song, but a shout 
• Reminder of Zeph 3:15-17 

 
3.1.3 Prophecies Against Surrounding Nations (Chapters 13-23) 
 

Isaiah's Prophecies Against 
Surrounding Nations 

Against Reference 
Babylon 13:1-14:23 
Assyria 14:24-27 
Philistia 14:28-32 
Moab 15:1-16:14 
Syria and Israel 17:1-14 
Ethiopia 18:1-7 
Egypt 19:1-25 
Ethiopia and Egypt 20:1-6 
Babylon 21:1-10 
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Edom 21:11-12 
Arabia 21:13-17 
Jerusalem 22:1-14 
Shebna 22:15-25 
Tyre 23:1-18 

 
The above prophecies can be summarised as follows: 
 
A. Babylon (13:1-14:23) 

1. 13:1 
• The word ‘oracle’ is the Hebrew word massâh, which is often translated as 

‘burden’; it means a ‘lifting up of the voice, a declaration’ 
 

2. 13:2-5 
• 13:2 – in 11:12, a standard was lifted to gather God’s people 
• Just as Assyria had been called and used by God (7:18, 20; 10:5-6), so 

Babylon would as well 
 

3. 13:6-16 
• 13:6, 9 – ‘Day of the LORD’ referred to (look at notes on 2:10-22) 
• 13:10 – Refers to the fall of Babylon 
• Shifting in heavenly bodies speaks of the ending of an order or kingdom, 

thus it is not literally speaking of the stars falling 
 

4. 13:17-22 
• Babylon will be defeated by the Medes who were in company with the 

Persian conquering of Babylon in 539 BC 
• Just as God had used Assyria to judge His people and Babylon to judge 

Assyria, now He would use the Medes to judge Babylon 
 

5. 14:1-3 
• Speaks of restoration, as well as including the stranger/foreigner 
• This reminds us of 2:1-4 

 
6. 14:4-21 

• The Hebrew word for ‘taunt’ is māshāl is also translated ‘proverb’ or 
‘parable’ 

• Not a mocking, but ‘a saying or a way of putting something whereby the 
inner truth comes to light’ (Motyer, p142) 

• 14:12-20b – Usually seen as referring to the ‘fall of Satan’. 
 In this context, it is speaking of Babylon, not Satan’s fall 
 But it is possible that this could be ultimately prophetic of Satan 
 See also Luke 10:18, which certainly refers to a fall of Satan 

 
‘Lucifer, as a name given to the devil, was derived from this 
passage, which the fathers (and lately Stier) interpreted, without 
any warrant whatever, as relating to the apostasy and punishment 
of the angelic leaders.  The appellation is a perfectly appropriate 
one for the king of Babel, on account of the early date of the 
Babylonian culture, which reached back as far as the grey twilight 
of primeval times, and also because of its predominant astrological 
character.’ (Keil & Delitzsch, p 202) 
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7. 14:22-23 

• What God says He will do to Babylon 
 

B. Assyria (14:24-27) 
• Initial fulfilment in 37:36-38 
• Greater fulfilment found in Babylon’s conquering of Assyria in 626 BC 
• Even greater fulfilment found in Rev 17-18 
• Note: Babylon has generally been a term that stands of the enemies of God 

 
C. Philistia (14:28-32) 

• The year king Ahaz died – similar to 6:1, in the year king Uzziah died 
• The ‘rod that struck you’ most likely refers to David, who was continually 

victorious over the Philistines 
• Though the rod had been broken, it would gain strength again (similar to 

Isaiah’s remnant theology) 
 
D. Moab (15:1-16:14) 

Note: Moab was the child of Lot and one of his daughters (see Gen 19:30-38) 
 
1. 15:1-9 

• Mourning, weeping and wailing in Moab 
• 15:6 – devastation to the land 
 

2. 16:1-14 
• 16:1 – ‘send the tribute lamb’ – a sign of submission 
• 16:5 – Messianic prophecy of the Davidic king who would rule 
• 16:11 – God’s feelings expressed even towards Moab 
• 16:14 – even a time scale (3 years) put on when the judgment would 

come 
 

E. Syria and Israel (17:1-14) 
1. 17:1-3 

• Damascus – the capital of Syria/Aram 
• 17:3 – Their destruction will be glory of Israel 
 

2. 17:4-11 
• Shift to words for Israel 
• 17:10 – they have even forgotten their God 

 
3. 17:12-14 

• A quick word of rebuke for ‘the nations’ 
 
F. Ethiopia (18:1-7) 

• Also known as Cush 
• 18:2 – a nation ‘tall and smooth’ – refers to Ethiopians 
• 18:3 – another standard raised and the ‘inhabitants of the world’ see it 
• 18:7 – another nation (Ethiopia) would come and pay tribute to Mount Zion 

 
G. Egypt (19:1-25) 

1. 19:1-4 
• 19:2 – reminder of what Jesus said in Matt 10:21, 36 
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2. 19:5-10 
• 19:5 – the Egyptians might remember this 
• Many occupations will be lost 
 

3. 19:11-15 
• Judgment on Egypt’s leaders 
 

4. 19:16-17 
• The fear of Yahweh will come because of Egypt’s fear of Judah 
 

5. 19:18-25 
• Deliverance, healing and worship 
• 19:23-25 – A beautiful picture of intercultural and interracial worship of 

Yahweh (Egypt, Assyria and Israel) 
 
H. Ethiopia and Egypt (20:1-6) 

• Conclusion to chs. 18-19 
• 20:1 – speaks of Syria’s defeat of Ashdod, which is in Philistia 
• 20:3 – Isaiah walked out this prophetic action for 3 years – Jeremiah and 

Ezekiel did this much more often 
• 20:4 – Assryia exiled people from Egypt and Ethiopia, just as it did with Israel 

 
I. Babylon (21:1-10) 

• 21:8 – Isaiah’s watchman role (similar to Ezekiel; see Ezk chs. 3 and 33) 
• 21:9 – Repeated in Rev 14:8 and 18:2 

 
J. Edom (21:11-12) 

• Duman – a city in Edom 
• Edom – another name for Esau, which was Jacob’s brother 
• 21:12 – seems like a gleam of morning (hope) would come, but immediately 

followed by night again 
• This possibly refers to the Assyrian oppression ending, but soon after 

Babylonian oppression would arise 
 
K. Arabia (21:13-17) 

• Dedanites – the people of Arabia 
• Tema – an oasis in the land of Arabia 
• The land of Arabia was approx. 200 miles east of the Red Sea and 400 miles 

southwest of Babylon 
 
L. Jerusalem (22:1-14) 

• Valley of vision – refers to Jerusalem, but we are not exactly sure why Isaiah 
chose this name 

 
‘It is best to think of Valley as metaphorical of life’s darker 
experiences (cf. Ps. 23:4).  Isaiah endured a “dark night of the 
soul” as he contemplated the inevitable judgment that would come 
on his city.’ (Motyer, p 182) 

 
• 22:4 – quite like the cry in Lamentations 
• 22:8-11 – trusted in other things besides Yahweh (see Psalm 20:7) 
• 22:2, 13 – celebrating when it should have been a time of mourning 
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M. Shebna (22:15-25) 
1. Shebna’s Judgement (22:15-19) 

• In charge of the royal household, second in command 
• 22:15 – the word steward is probably a negative term speaking of an 

‘anything to please’ attitude that Shebna had (Motyer, p187) 
• 22:16-19 – harsh words from the LORD 
 

2. Shebna’s Replacement (22:20-25) 
• Eliakim – he is a type of the Messiah 

 
N. Tyre (23:1-18) 

1. 23:1-7 
• Tyre – the main seaport along the Phoenician coast 
• Sidon – the other main Phoenician city about 25 miles north of Tyre 
• Other parts of the world hear of their fall – Tarshish (23:1), Cyprus (23:2) 

and Egypt (23:5) 
 

2. 23:8-12 
• This is the LORD’S plan 
 

3. 23:13-18 
• 70 years for Tyre – the same length as the Babylonian captivity of Judah 

(see Jer 25:11; 29:10) 
• 23:18 – her gain would be given to God’s people 

 
3.1.4 Eschatological Summation Part 1 (Chapters 24-27) 
Eschatological summation = a summary of what will happen in the last days, and 
even more, what will fully and finally take place at the end of the age. 
 
A. Judgment on the Earth (24:1-20) 

• In this chapter, we have the summation of the individual prophecies of 
judgment found in chs. 13-23. 

• The Hebrew word erets, translated as ‘earth’ or ‘land’, is used 16 times in this 
one chapter. 

 
1. Divine Action on the Earth (24:1-3) 

• The earth will be laid waste and devastated 
• Yahweh has spoken such (remember Is 55:11) 
 

2. Curse on the Earth (24:4-6) 
• The earth is mourning, withering, fading away, polluted 
• The reasons: 

 The people transgressed the torah 
 Violated statutes 
 Broke the everlasting covenant 

  Broke = deeper than transgressing or disobeying, actually annulling,  
     nullifying or setting aside the whole concept of covenant relationship  
     and life (Motyer, p199) 

• Breaking the covenant brings cursing (see Lev 26:14ff; Deut 28:15; Josh 
23:15-16; Dan 9:11) 
 Praise God that Christ has become our curse (Gal 3:13) 

• Everlasting covenant – this phrase is used in these covenants: 
 Noahic covenant (Gen 9:16) 
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 Abrahamic covenant (Gen 17:7) 
 Sabbath rest within the Mosaic covenant (Lev 24:8) 
 Davidic covenant (2 Sam 23:5) 
 New covenant prophesied in OT (Is 55:3; 61:8; Jer 32:40; Ezk 37:26) 

• Could a covenant relationship have commenced prior to Noah? 
 
Note: Remember that this is poetic language describing the judgment of the wicked 
and their unrighteous ways. 
 
 

3. Joy Becomes Gloom (24:7-12) 
• No music (v8) 
• Wine becomes bitter (v7, 9, 11) 
• Houses are shut (v10) 
• Even desolation (v12) 
 

4. The Harvest (24:13-16a) 
• 24:13 – ‘stray olives’ and ‘few grapes’ (NLT) 
• After the judgment, a little will be left 
• 24:14-16a – these few left sing their praise – ‘Glory to the Righteous One’ 

 
5. Isaiah’s Emphasis (24:16b-20) 

• Though there will be a redeemed group singing praise, Isaiah can only see 
judgment here 

 
6. God’s Enemies Punished (24:21-23) 

• 24:21 – ‘host of heaven on high’ could be translated as ‘the host of the 
height in the height’ 
 This is probably referring to ‘fallen angels’ 
 Some scholars think to refer to this as fallen angels is lifting it out of the  
   context of the chapter, which speaks about the judgment on earth 
 Therefore, this phrase would refer to human rulers in high places 

• 24:23 – similar language of what happened to Babylon in 13:10 
• This is all that Yahweh will reign and His glory known 

 
B. The World Rejoices (25:1-12) 
 

‘The world-wide song, entitled “Glory to the Righteous One” 
(24:16a), is now heard in detail…’ (Motyer, p207) 

 
1. The Fallen City (25:1-2) 

• God has dealt with the wicked city 
• City = the habitation of the wicked 
• Just as Jerusalem was to be the habitation of the righteous, there is a ‘city 

of the wicked’, and this city will be judged by God 
 

2. Two Peoples Contrasted (25:3-5) 
• One people have been defended by God and will glorify Him 
• One people will have their song silenced by God 

 
3. The Glories of the Age to Come (25:6-10a) 

• 25:6 – A great banquet on the mountain 
 This mountain is described in 2:2-4 
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 Just like the Marriage Banquet described in Rev 19:7-9 
 And there is good wine at this banquet! 

• 25:7 – the ‘covering’ and ‘veil’ are those coverings used for mourning 
• 25:8 – Even death will be swallowed up forever 

 See 1 Cor 15:54-55 
 See Rev 21:4 

• 25:9 – there is a hopeful expectation in this waiting (see 26:8) 
 
4. Moab Is Dealt With (25:10b-12) 

• Moab is representative of the enemies of God’s people 
 

C. God’s Great Protection (26:1-21) 
1. God’s Protection for the Faithful (26:1-4) 

• The ‘righteous nation’ is now those in Christ – (see 1 Pet 2:9) 
• 26:3 – Perfect peace for those who keep there mind stayed on the LORD 

 The Hebrew word for ‘mind’ in this verse is yetser 
 It speaks of what is actually formed in the mind 
 Remember Rom 12:1-2 

 
2. Destruction of the Wicked City (26:5-6) 
 
3. The Desire of the Righteous (26:7-9a) 

• A level path for the righteous (see Ps 27:11) 
• His name, even His memory (fame), is the desire of our souls 
• Even at night we long for Him 

4. Knowing God’s Judgments (26:9b-10) 
• As we know God’s judgments (manners or ways), we learn righteousness 
• Yet, the wicked will not learn 

 
5. Two Peoples Contrasted (26:11-15) 

• 26:11, 14 – speak of the wicked 
• 26:12-13, 15 – speak of the righteous 
• 25:15 – see also 54:2-3 

 
6. Out of the Dust (26:16-19) 

• 26:16-18 – Crying out for deliverance (see 66:9) 
• 26:19 – Speaks of resurrection! 

 This is the fulfilment of 25:6-10a 
 See Ezk 37:1-14; Dan 12:2; Hos 13:14 

 
7. Secure From Wrath (26:20-21) 

• The poem of ch. 26 began with ‘open the gates’ (v2); it now ends with 
‘shut the doors’ 

• The poem began with security in peace (v3); it now ends with security 
from wrath 

• 26:20 – reminded the people of Gen 7:1 when Noah entered the ark 
• 26:21 – ESV has ‘passed by’; reminding of the Passover 
• These verses are not to scare, but to provide the comfort of God’s 

protection 
 

D. Judgment and Restoration of Israel (27:1-13) 
1. Downfall of Leviathan (27:1) 

• Leviathan is used in various ways in the OT 
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 A water beast, real or imaginary (Job 41:1; Ps 104:26) 
 Egypt (Ps 74:14) 
 Picture of the truly horrific (Job 3:8) 

• ‘Leviathan stands for an immense power…ranged against the Lord’ 
(Motyer, p222) 

 
2. Song of the Vineyard (27:2-6) 

• Quite a different song about His vineyard than in 5:1-7 
• God even says – ‘I have no wrath’ (27:4) 
• God’s people will even fill the whole earth with fruit (27:6) 
• See Matt 21:43 

3. The LORD Deals with His People (27:7-11) 
• 27:8 – probably speaks of the Babylonian exile 
• 27:9 – seems that the sin is atoned for through the judgment of the exile 
• Praise God that Christ is the one who was ‘banished’ and ‘expelled’ that 

our sin might be ultimately atoned for 
 

4. Gathering the Harvest (27:12-13) 
• Israel gathered 
• Other nations gathered (Assyria and Egypt) 

 
3.1.5 Book of Woes (Chapters 28-33) 
A. Woe to Ephraim (28:1-29) 

1. Judgment for Ephraim (28:1-8) 
• Ephraim = northern kingdom 
• Its beauty is fading (28:1, 4) 
• But the LORD will become a beautiful crown and glorious diadem to the 

remnant 
• 28:2 – probably refers to Assyria 
• 28:5 – the LORD will become a beautiful crown and glorious diadem to His 

people (see Ps 103:4) 
 

2. The Word of the Lord to the Mockers (28:9-13) 
• 28:10 – mocking of the prophets 
• 28:13 – ‘Isaiah repeats their jingle to them but now it is the babble of 

foreigners, thrust on them by invasion, ending in captivity.’ (Motyer, 
p232) 

 
3. Warning to the Leaders of Jerusalem (28:14-22) 

• 28:16 – see Rom 9:30-33; 10:8-11; 1 Pet 2:4-6 
• 28:17 – God brings in the plumb-line 
 

4. The Parable of the Farmer (28:23-29) 
 

‘The analogy pleads for patience and understanding of the ways of God.  
He had taught the farmer to pace his work to the changing seasons.  God 
seeks to teach Judah’s leaders to recognize how he paces himself to the 
course of history in directing the rise and fall of nations.’ (John D. W. 
Watts, Word Biblical Commentary, p378) 

 
B. Woe to Ariel (29:1-24) 

1. Judgment for Ariel (29:1-4) 
• Ariel = Jerusalem – the city where David once lived 
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• Literally ‘altar hearth’ 
 

2. Jerusalem’s Enemies Judged (29:5-8) 
• The enemies dealt with instantly and suddenly 
• 29:7 – they will become like a dream, a vision in the night 
• Jerusalem’s enemies dealt with so quickly, they will be easily forgotten 
 

3. Israel’s Spiritual State (29:9-14) 
• 29:10 – The prophets and seers come under a ‘deep sleep’ 
• 29:11-12 – No one can read or understand the word of the LORD 
• 29:13 – Jesus used these words to describe the hypocrisy of the Pharisees 

4. The Potter and Clay (29:15-16) 
• 29:15 – No one can truly hide from the LORD 
• 29:16 – quoted in part in Rom 9:19-21 
 

5. Future Blessing (29:17-24) 
• 29:18-19 – A day when the deaf will hear, the blind will see, the afflicted 

will be glad, the needy will rejoice 
• 29:20-21 – God will deal with the ruthless and wicked 
• 29:23 – speaks of seeing Jacob’s descendants restored from captivity 

 
C. Woe to Judah (30:1-31:9) 
*Chs. 30-31 condemn Judah for looking to Egypt for help rather than the LORD 
 

1. Judah’s Trust in Egypt (30:1-8) 
• 30:2 – Hezekiah did this in 2 Kgs 18:21 
 

2. The Rebellious People (30:9-11) 
• The people did not want to hear the word of the LORD 

 
3. God’s Word to Judah (30:12-17) 

• 30:15 – they were not willing 
• 30:16-17 – Judah will flee from their enemy 

 
4. God’s Restoring Power (30:18-26) 

• 30:18 – God longs to be gracious; He waits to show compassion (see Hos 
11:8) 

• 30:21 – His voice will direct the path 
 
5. The LORD’S Indignation (30:27-33) 

• 30:31 – Assyria will be dealt with 
 

6. Judah’s Trust in Egypt (31:1-3) 
• They trust in everything Egypt has to offer, but not in what God has to 

offer 
• See Ps 20:7; Deut 17:16 
 

7. God’s Protection (31:4-7) 
• God will war, protect, deliver, spare and rescue Jerusalem 

 
8. Assyria Will Fall (31:8-9) 

• Assyria will fall by a sword ‘not of man’ 
• The angel of the LORD struck down 185,000 soldiers (see 37:36) 
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D. The King, the Spirit and the New People (32:1-20) 
1. The Righteous King (32:1-2) 

• Describing the Messianic reign 
• Refuge, shelter, streams of water and shade (32:2) 

 
2. Contrast Between the Fool and the Noble (32:3-8) 

 
3. Jerusalem Forsaken (32:9-14) 

 
 

4. Pouring Out of the Spirit (32:15-20) 
• Jerusalem abandoned and forsaken until 
• The Spirit is poured out upon us from on high (see Joel 2:28-29; Acts 2:1-

21) 
• The result – justice, righteousness, peace, rest (see Rom 14:17) 

 
E. Woe to Assyria (33:1-24) 

1. The LORD Deals Harshly With Assyria (33:1-12) 
• The destroyer = Assyria 
• 33:6 – similar to the character traits of the Messiah in 11:2 
• 33:10 – God will arise with deliverance (similar to Ps 12:5) 

 
2. The LORD Deals Graciously With His People (33:13-24) 

• 33:13 – God calls the far and near 
• 33:14-16 – How God’s people must walk in response to His gracious work 
• 33:22 – Yahweh will be 

 Judge – leading/governing 
 Lawgiver – writing His word on our heart 
 King – ruling 

 
3.1.6 Eschatological Summation Part 2 (Chapters 34-35) 
As in chs. 24-27, we have a summing up of chs. 28-33 
 
A. The Final Overthrow (34:1-17) 

1. Judgment for the Nations (34:1-15) 
• 34:4 – ‘sky will be rolled up like a scroll’ 
 

‘It is the Lord who determines when the story comes to an end and 
closes the book…’ (Motyer, p270) 

 
• Much of the judgment is directed towards Edom – see the book of Obadiah 
• 34:8 – Day of vengeance 

 The Hebrew word for ‘day’ is yowm, which can mean an actual day, or it  
   can mean a long period of time 
 Again, remember cumulative fulfilment, though there will be on final  
   day of the LORD 

 
2. The Scroll of the LORD (34:16-17) 

• Book = scroll 
• God will allow the creatures of 34:11, 13-15 to have Edom 
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Remember: 
• Judgment carries the idea of making things right, and that is what we want our 

King to do 
• Our sin was judged at the cross; the world’s sin will be judged at the throne 
• When the wicked world systems are judged fully and finally, what will be left is 

righteousness, peace, the kingdom of God 
 
B. Zion’s Glorious Future (35:1-10) 

1. 35:3 – Important for the end of a term! 
• Quoted in Heb 12:12 

 
2. 35:5-6 

• The ministry of Jesus (and us) as described in 61:1-3 
• See also 32:3 

 
3. 35:7 – A major theme is the restoring of the wilderness 

• Scorched land will become a pool 
• Thirsty ground will have springs of water 
 

4. 35:8 – the ‘highway of holiness’ 
• The way that is set apart for the redeemed (see 35:9) 

 
5. 35:10 

• See 65:19; Rev 21:4 
 
3.1.7 Historical Account of Hezekiah (Chapters 36-39) 
• These events can also be found in 2 Kgs 18:13-20:19 and 2 Chron 29-31. 
 
A. Hezekiah and Assyria (36:1-37:38) 

1. The Mocking of Rabshakeh (36:1-22) 
a. 36:1 

• Fourteenth year of Hezekiah – the year was 701 BC 
• He co-reigned with Ahaz from 729/728 BC 
• He began his solo reign in 715 BC, thus 14th year, thus 701 BC  
 

b. 36:2 
• Rabshakeh means ‘chief of the officers’ – so most likely a title rather 

than a name 
• Same place Isaiah met Ahaz to encourage him to trust in the LORD 

and not an alliance with Assyria to defeat Israel and Aram 
 
c. 36:6 

• ‘If’ there trust was in Egypt – should not have been 
• They had already been warned by Isaiah of the futility of an alliance 

with Egypt (see 30:3, 7) 
 
d. 36:7 

• ‘If’ there trust was in Yahweh – should have been 
• Hezekiah had looked to purify the worship of Judah, ridding out the 

corrupt high places (see 1 Kgs 18:1-7) 
 
‘…Rabshekah speaks from his own heathen background where 
reduction in quantity of worship detracted from a god’s glory, but 
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he may have been playing also on the frayed nerves of any who 
were less than convinced of the rightness of what the king was 
doing.’ (Motyer p277) 

 
e. 36:8 

• The offer – 2,000 horses (see Deut 17:16) 
 
f. 36:10 

• He claims to be a tool of the LORD 
• Two possible explanations for his words in v10 

1. His words could just be a taunt to Judah about God 
2. Or he might have been a spy, therefore he might have known the 

word of the LORD spoken to Judah in 10:5-6 
• But he was not aware of other prophecies against Assyria, ones that 

would be the prevailing word (see 7:17; 8:7; 14:24-27) 
 
g. 36:11 

• Rabshakeh had been speaking in Judean/Hebrew, thus all people could 
understand 

• The team of leaders ask him to speak in Aramaic, the diplomatic 
language of the day 

 
h. 36:12-20 

• Rabshekah then looks to shake all of the confidence of the people 
around 

• We ourselves are challenged with this question – Who are we going to 
listen to, others or our great God? 

• 36:19-20 – words of blasphemy in the LORD’S ears – comparing Him 
with the gods of other nations, which are not really gods at all 
(37:19), and he scorned God’s ability to save His peopl 

 
i. 36:21 

• Silent and did not answer 
• Obedient to Hezekiah 
• See Is 53:7 and Matt 26:62-63 

 
j. 36:22 

• Their response as the returned to Hezekiah 
 

2. Hezekiah Asks for Isaiah’s Help (37:1-13) 
a. 37:1-5 

• Hezekiah sends his team to Isaiah 
• 37:4 

 Reference to a remnant (ironic as that is one of Isaiah’s favourite  
   themes) 
 Refers to Yahweh as ‘your’ God 

 
‘All round Jerusalem there is a veritable multitude of Hezekiah’s 
people, already enslaved to Assyria as really as if he had sold them 
himself.’ (Motyer p279) 
 

b. 37:6-7 
• Isaiah’s encouraging prophecy 
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• The king of Assyria (not Rabshekah) will hear a rumour and return to 
his own land 

• In his own land he will die 
 
c. 37:8 

• Lachish, about 30 miles southwest of Jerusalem, had supposedly been 
defeated by the king of Assyria, Sennacerib 

• He now moved on to fight Libnah, about 10 miles north of Lachish 
• The king of Assyria is taking Judah into captivity on his way to 

Jerusalem 
 
d. 37:9 

• The rumour (fulfilled 37:7) – he heard that Tirhakah, king of Ethiopia 
(Egyptian territory), was coming out against him 

• Therefore, Sennacherib tried to hurry things up with Hezekiah and 
Judah so he could deal with the king of Ethiopia 

• Thus, the letter is sent to Hezekiah 
• All of this has startled Sennacherib and put him off his guard 

 
e. 37:10-13 

• Similar to what Rabshakeh said earlier in 36:7, 14-20 
 

3. Hezekiah’s Prayer (37:14-20) 
• 37:16 – Hezekiah pronounces who is true King (in our prayers for the 

nations, let us do the same) 
• 37:17 – Reminds God of the blasphemous words (see 36:19-20; 37:12-

13) 
• 37:18-20 – Asks God to show that He is the true King 
 

4. God Answers Hezekiah Through Isaiah (37:21-35) 
a. 37:20-29 – the prophecy against Assyria 
 
b. 37:30-35 – the blessing for Judah 

• God hears/answers the prayer and heart cry of Hezekiah 
• 37:30 – a sign given – our God is a God who gives signs (Matt 6:26-

33) 
 

‘Lest anyone should think that the Assyrian withdrawal was no 
more than a happy chance, Isaiah adds a sign…For two years 
normal agriculture would be impossible, yet the land would of itself 
produce enough for the people until in the third year tillage could 
be resumed.’ (Motyer p283) 

 
• 37:31 – The remnant will take root and bear fruit 
• 37:32 – The zeal of the Yahweh will perform this (see 9:7) 
• 37:35 – The LORD will defend the city 

 How many verses in the Psalms declare the LORD as our shield and  
   defence? (e.g. Ps 3:3; 18:2) 

 
5. The Assyrians Are Defeated (37:36-38) 

• Miraculous victory – 185,000 soldiers killed 
• Sennacherib killed by two of his own sons (fulfilment of 37:7) 
• Esarhaddon became king in his place (became king in 681 BC) 



______________________________________________________________________________ 
© Scott Lencke 43 Book of Isaiah 

 
B. Hezekiah and Babylon (38:1-39:8) 

1. Hezekiah’s Illness (38:1-8) 
a. 38:1 

• Hezekiah mortally ill 
• The ‘first’ word of the LORD – ‘You will die’ 

 
b. 38:2-3 

• Hezekiah sought the LORD 
 
c. 38:4-6 

• The ‘second’ word of the LORD – ‘I will add 15 years to your life’ 
 
d. 38:7-8 

• The sign – cause the shadow on the stairway to go back ten steps 
• Clearer understanding of v8: ‘“I will cause the sun’s shadow to move 

ten steps backward on the stairway of Ahaz!”  So the shadow on the 
stairway moved backward ten steps.’ 

• The stairway of Ahaz – whether by design or not, it recorded the 
moving shadow of the sun’s passage 

 
‘It would be as improper for us to be dogmatic about how this was 
done as to deny what is plainly stated. Scripture presents the 
Creator God as the sovereign master of his creation, and the 
believing mind accepts that he could at will ad ten units of time to 
that day.’ (Motyer p292) 

 
2. Hezekiah’s Psalm (38:9-20) 

• This psalm written after he recovered (see 38:9) 
 

3. Hezekiah’s Healing (38:21-22) 
• In 2 Kgs 20:7-8, this medical prescription of Isaiah is part of the narrative 
• Here, the narrative is separated by the psalm 
 

‘In support of the Lord’s promise of healing, Isaiah provided an 
outward token of healing.  Its connection with the promise makes 
it an acted oracle, an embodiment of the word of the Lord.  Thus 
Hezekiah had a double resting-place for faith (the Lord’s word and 
the Lord’s act)…’ (Motyer p295) 

 
• 38:22 – Hezekiah asks for a sign! 
• God had already given one – the shadow on the staircase!! 
 

4. Hezekiah’s Folly (39:1-8) 
a. 39:1 

• A diplomat is sent from Babylon to Hezekiah 
• Babylon a small nation at this point, not a world power yet 
 

b. 39:2 
• Hezekiah shows them everything 

 
c. 39:3-4 

• Isaiah’s response – 2 questions asked (39:3) 
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 What did they say? 
 Where did the come from? 

• Isaiah only answers the last question 
• Another question – What have they seen in your house (39:4) 
• Hezekiah tells him, ‘Everything.’ 

 
d. 39:5-7 

• The prophecy of Babylonian captivity 
• 39:7 – some of Hezekiah’s descendants will be taken away and 

become officials in Babylon’s palace – king Jehoiachin (2 Kgs 24:15) 
 
e. 39:8 

• This response of Hezekiah seems selfish, but he most likely was 
looking to respond to God in a proper manner 

• Yet, leadership should always think long-term 
• Succeeding generations would read this with frustration 

 
3.2 Words of Restoration (Chapters 40-66) 
• The last 27 chapters can be divided into 3 groups of nine chapters 

 Israel’s Deliverance (chs. 40-48) – The Comfort to come 
 Israel’s Deliverer (chs. 49-57) – The Messiah to come 
 Israel’s Destiny (chs. 58-66) – The Age to come 

 
3.2.1 Israel’s Deliverance (Chapters 40-48) – The Comfort to Come 
• Ch. 40 begins with the words, ‘Comfort, O comfort My people!’ 
• Chs. 40-48 are chapters of comfort because of the coming deliverance of Israel 
• With the northern ten tribes now extinct as a nation, the term ‘Israel’ was 

sometimes applied to the people of God that remained, that is, Judah. 
 
A.  Comfort Because of God's Character (40:1-41:29) 

1. The Three Words of Comfort (40:1-11) 
a. Great Proclamation of Comfort (40:1-2) 

• See 51:3 
• Israel has received double for all her sins – full punishment  

 
b. The first voice: the glory of the LORD (40:3-5) 

• 40:3 – the ministry of John the Baptist (Matt 3:1-3; Mark 1:2-4; Luke 
3:2-6; John 1:19-23) 

• The Church has the same ministry today – Preparing the way for 
Jesus’ second coming 

 
c. The second voice: the word of the LORD 

• 40:8 – His word will stand forever/be accomplished (see 55:11) 
 
‘In contrast to this fading and falling [v6-8] – the facts of human 
fragility and fickleness and the dread judgment of God of which it is 
one aspect – there is a sure and unchanging reality: the word of 
our God, which stands forever.’ (Motyer p301) 

 
d. The third voice: the arms of the LORD (40:9-11) 
 

2. The Incomparable God of Israel (40:12-26) 
 Six things God is greater than 
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a. 40:12 – God is greater than creation 
• God has measured the waters, heavens, dust, mountains and hills 

 
b. 40:13-14 – God is greater than man 

• No one has directed, informed or instructed the LORD 
• Paul uses the Septuagint (Greek OT) translation of this verse in 1 Cor 

2:9-16 to emphasise that, by the Spirit, we have the mind of Christ 
 

c. 40:15-17 – God is greater than the nations 
 
d. 40:18-20 – God is greater than idols/other gods of gold, silver and wood 

• There is no image which can capture God in His essence (Ex 20:4) 
• ‘To whom would you liken me?’ – repeated in 40:25; 46:5 

 
e. 40:21-24 – God is greater than the rulers 
 
f. 40:25-26 – God is greater than the heavens 

 
3. The Renewing Strength of God (40:27-31) 

a. 40:28 – God never tires (see John 5:17) 
 
b. 40:29-31 – God strengthens the weary (see Ps 110:3 NLT) 

• Wait for the LORD – hope for, wait expectantly 
 

4. The Incomparable God of Israel (41:1-7) 
a. 41:1, 5 – Speaks to the coastlands, peoples/nations and ends of the earth 
 
b. 41:2-4 – First reference to the deliverer (from the east) – Cyrus – we will 

learn more about him later (see 44:24-47:15) 
 

‘That the conqueror will presently become Cyrus is obvious, but it 
is best to leave Isaiah to spring that news at his own time.  Here 
his concern is only with the basic question of where authority and 
rule lie in world events.  He will reply that all events originate in 
heaven, all individuals are stirred and guided by the Lord, all 
empires rise and fall at his direction: there is no other ultimate 
agent.’ (Motyer p309) 

 
c. 41:4 – God is first and last (see Rev 1:8, 17) 
 

5. Three Pictures of Comfort (41:8-20) 
a. The Strengthened Servant (41:8-13) 

• 41:8 – here, the servant is Israel 
 Jews today believe they are the servant 
 Thus, they see themselves as 

1. The servant in whom God delights in 42:1-4 
2. The suffering servant in 52:13-53:12 

 But this speaks ultimately of Christ 
• 41:10, 13 – The upholding righteous right hand of God 

 
‘The moral rectitude and changelessness of God gives further 
assurance: my righteous right hand is ‘the right hand of my 
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righteousness’, i.e. that which implements…my righteous purposes 
and character.’ (Motyer p312) 

 
b. The Transformed Worm (41:14-16) 

• Little Israel will remove mountains 
 

c. The Needy Sustained (41:17-20) 
• Restoration 

 Water, rivers and springs available (41:17-18) 
 Growth in the wilderness and desert (41:19) 

• All this is done that they may recognise the hand of the LORD 
 
6. The One From the North (41:21-29) 

• This time we are told the LORD arouses one from the north (41:25) 
• This again is Cyrus, but earlier he was aroused from the east (41:2) 
• Cyrus came from the east (Babylon/Persia), but conquered a number of 

kingdoms north of Babylon 
• From the perspective of someone in Jerusalem, invasions would have been 

spoken of as coming from the north, hence 41:25 
• See also 14:31; Jer 1:14; 6:1, 22; 10:22; 46:20) 

 
B.  Comfort Because of God's Servant (42:1-25) 

1. The Servant and His Task (42:1-9) 
a. 42:1-4 – First of 4 servant songs in Isaiah (49:1-6; 50:4-9; 52:13-53:12) 

• 41:24 (speaking of idols) and 41:29 (speaking of idolaters) begin with 
‘Behold’ or ‘Look’ 

• Now 42:1 begins with ‘Behold, My Servant’ 
• ‘My chosen one in whom My soul delights’ – spoken by the Father at 

Jesus’ baptism in Matt 3:17 
 The Father also quotes Ps 2:7 at Jesus’ baptism 

• The Father also speaks this phrase from 42:1 at Jesus’ transfiguration 
(see Matt 17:5; Luke 9:35) 

 
b. 42:1, 4 

• Part of His mission – bring justice to the nations/earth (42:1, 4) 
• Note: remember that whatever is true of Jesus is true of His people 

 
c. 42:6 

• A covenant to the people – Jesus’ atoning sacrifice established the new 
covenant relationship between God and His people (see Luke 22:20; 
Heb 8:8, 13; 9:15) 

• A light to the Gentiles – Jesus’ life, death and resurrection opened the 
way for people from all nations to receive the salvation of God 
 Paul and Barnabas see this verse speaking into their lives and their  
   call to bring the gospel to the Gentile peoples (see Acts 13:46-47) 

 
d. 42:7 

• Another part of the Servant’s mission 
• Similar to 61:1-2 

 
e. 42:9 

• New things the servant will do as compared to the former things, 
which probably speak of what the conqueror of 41:2, 25 would do 
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‘Isaiah has made recurring use of “the former things” and “the new 
things”.  His use of these terms is flexible: “former things” can be 
the general past (41:22), events linked with the coming conqueror 
(42:9) or the exodus (43:9, 18).  “New things” are the coming 
ministry of the servant (42:9) and the return from Babylon 
(43:19).  In each case the context must decide.’ (Motyer p377) 

 
2. Song of Praise (42:10-13) 

 
3. Israel, the Blind Servant (42:14-25) 

• 42:19 – we read of the blind servant 
• This is Israel as in 41:8, not the great Servant as in 42:1 
• Whenever we see the word ‘servant’ in these passages, they do speak of 

OT Israel at some point in their history: 
 Whether in a negative sense because of their obstinacy 
 Or in a positive sense because of restoration by God’s Spirit 

• But whenever it is in the negative, it is not, actually cannot be, prophetic 
of Christ, for He was the sinless God-man 

• But when it speaks in the positive, it surely is prophesying of the coming 
Messiah 

 
C. Comfort Because of Israel’s Restoration (43:1–44:27) 

1. Israel Redeemed (43:1-7) 
a. 43:1 

• Yes, God is Creator of all, but He is the special creator/former of His 
people – the are His children 

 
b. 43:2 

• Two references to water 
 When you pass through – we will go through waters 

• Two references to fire 
 When you walk through – we will walk through fire 

• He is with us and we will not be overcome by water or fire (our 
circumstances) – see Rom 8:37-39 

 
c. 43:3 

• Four names of God 
 Yahweh (LORD) – His special covenant name revealed only to His  
   people 
 Elohim (God) – the general name given to God 
 Qadosh Yisrael (Holy One of Israel) – Isaiah’s special name for God 
 Yahsa (Saviour) – to be saved as in receiving deliverance and help;  
   also the idea is carried of ‘feeling safe as one has plenty of room in  
   which to move’ 

 
d. 43:4 

• The LORD’S love for His people 
• The verbs are in the perfect tense, meaning this speaks of the past 

continuing into the present 
 
e. 43:5-7 

• Restoring all those who have been scattered – east, west, north, south 
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• This restoration is taking place in Christ as He draws in all those ‘called 
by His name’ and ‘created for His glory’ (43:7) 

 
2. The Certainty of Restoration (43:8-13) 

a. 43:8 
• Similar to the prophecy of 6:9-10 
 

b. 43:10 
• ‘You are My witnesses’ – Israel then, us now, Christ ultimately 
• Speaks of my servant – Israel then, us now, Christ ultimately 

 
c. 43:11-13 

• Only Yahweh is God, there is absolutely no other 
 
3. Redemption From Babylon (43:14-21) 

• 43:17 – similar language to the Exodus (see Ex 15:19) 
• 43:18-19 

 Former things – the Exodus 
 New thing – return from Babylon 

 
4. Israel’s Sin Revealed (43:22-28) 

• No sacrifices or offerings 
• 43:24 – sweet cane (fragrant calamus) – used in anointing oil 
• 43:25 – God forgives for His own name’s sake; His name is on the line 

(see 48:9, 11) 
 

5. Blessing of the Future (44:1-5) 
• 44:2 – Jeshurun – poetic name for Israel; means ‘upright one’ 
• 44:3 – God’s Spirit would be poured out 

 Previously prophesied in 32:15 
 Joel prophesied as well (Joel 2:28) 
 Fulfilled at the Pentecost celebration of Acts 2:1-4, 14-18ff 

 
6. The Certainty of the LORD’S Promise (44:6-20) 

a. The LORD Confirms His Word to His people (44:6-8) 
• 44:6 

 First and last (see 41:4; Rev 1:8, 17) 
 ‘No God besides Me’ – repeated many times (e.g. 43:11; 44:8;  
    45:5, 6, 18, 21) – Mormons must deal with these verses 

• 44:8b – Have I not long since announced and declared it  
 Could be speaking of blotting out their sins (43:25) 
 Or possibly the return from Babylon (43:19, see my note above) 

 
b. The idolater and his god (44:9-20) 

• Direct disobedience to Ex 20:4 (see Is 40:18-20) 
• After cutting down trees, he uses part of the wood to warm himself 

and cook a meal, then the rest of it for his idol (44:14-17) 
• The foolishness of it all (44:18-20) – see NLT especially 

 
7. The Blessing of God’s Forgiveness (44:21-23) 

• Praise God for forgiveness of sin, for in doing so we are made righteous 
(see 2 Cor 5:21) 
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8. The Clear Word of the LORD (44:24-27) 
• This ‘clear word’ continues on into 44:28-45:7 
• 44:26 – servant here is connected with messengers – these are prophets 
 

D. Comfort Because of King Cyrus of Persia (44:28-45:25) 
1. The Task of Cyrus (44:28-45:7) 

• Continued from 44:24-27 
• Cyrus is called the LORD’S shepherd (44:28) and anointed (45:1) 
• Cyrus declares Jerusalem and the temple will be rebuilt 

 He is the one who let the Jews return to accomplish this task (Ez 1:4) 
• This Shepherd and Anointed One is Jesus Christ, the God-man 
 

‘Is he [Cyrus] the one Isaiah wanted to declare as Israel’s 
Redeemer?  Isaiah leads his audience along as if Cyrus may be that 
Moses-like prophet for whom Israel had long been looking (Deut. 
18:15-22).  He is called the Lord’s ‘anointed’, a title used for kings 
and priests in Israel and given to the Messiah…But as important to 
the divine plan as Cyrus was, he was hardly more than a precursor 
of Israel’s true Redeemer whose portrait (52:13-53:12) is a 
striking contrast to Cyrus.’ (C. Hassell Bullock, An Introduction to 
the Old Testament Prophetic Books, Moody Press, 1986, p148-149) 

 
‘The Servant…comes announcing the good news that the day of 
liberation has arrived.  Cyrus only foreshadowed the liberty that 
the real Servant proclaimed and actualized.  The real triumph was 
not to Assyria or Babylon or Cyrus, but to the Lord’s Servant.’ 
(Bullock) 

 
2. The Sovereign LORD (45:8-13) 

• 45:9-10 – Do not question the potter or the parent 
 Paul quotes the potter verse in Rom 9:20-21 

• 45:13 – speaking of Cyrus, repeating 44:28 
 

3. A World Plan, A Central People (45:14-25) 
• 45:14 – Egypt, Cush (Ethiopia) and Seba (or possibly Sheba) 

 Walking out 2:2-4 
 Also prophesied in 60:5 and 61:6 

• 45:17 – saved with an everlasting salvation – because salvation is 
dependant upon God 

• 45:19 – God has not spoken in secret (see Amos 3:7) 
• 45:22 – Salvation declared for the ends of the earth, the Gentiles 

  Jesus expresses this world-wide heart of God (Acts 1:8), even after the  
    silly question of Acts 1:6 

• 45:23 – every knee will bow and every tongue… 
 Quoted by Paul about Christ in Phil 2:10, thus showing Jesus is God 

 
E. Comfort Because of Babylon’s Destruction (46:1-48:22) 

1. A Rebellious People (46:1-13) 
a. 46:1-2 

• Bel/Marduk – head god of Babylon (equivalent to Canaanite ‘Baal’) 
• Nebo/Nabu – son of Bel; god of wisdom and writing 
• The idols have joined the idolaters in exile 
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b. 46:3-4 
• Declares God’s faithfulness from birth to old age (see Ps 71:6, 9, 18) 

 
c. 46:9 

• This time God asks them to remember the past – the past history and 
His faithfulness to them throughout all generations (Ps 100:5; 119:90) 

 
d. 46:10 

• God will establish His purpose, He will accomplish His good pleasure 
 
e. 46:11 

• Cyrus – ‘bird of prey from the east’ – a ruthless conqueror of Babylon 
 

2. Lament for Babylon (47:1-15) 
• 47:1 – Chaldeans is another name for Babylonians 
• 47:6 – God had given Judah into Babylon’s hands, but they dealt too 

treacherously with them, thus they will also be judged 
• 47:7-8 – The arrogant boast of Babylon 
• 47:9-11 – Destruction will come on them suddenly 
 

3. Obstinate Israel (48:1-11) 
• 48:3 – former things = the fall of Babylon and the release of the captives 
• 48:5 – God declared what He would do long before so they could not say 

their idol has done it 
• 48:6 – new things = the coming Servant endowed with the Spirit 

 
4. Deliverance for Israel (48:12-22) 

• 48:14 – the LORD will deal with Babylon and it is His good pleasure 
 The arm of the LORD speaks of His power 

• 48:18-19 – obedience does bring blessing 
• 48:20-22 – rejoicing over deliverance from Babylon 

 v21 is a reference to after the Exodus (Ex 17:6) 
 It would be similar in the exodus from Babylon 

 
3.2.2 Israel’s Deliverer (Chapters 49-57) – The Messiah to Come 
A. The Servant and His Mission (49:1-13) 

1. The Second Servant Song (49:1-6) 
 

‘The depiction of the Servant here concurs with the first Song 
(42:1-4).  In each case a spiritual need cries out for remedy and 
the Servant is described (biographically in 42:1-4, 
autobiographically here) as a Spirit-endowed agent of divine 
revelation for whose teaching earth waits (42:1, 4), and as one 
whose mouth the Lord had prepared (49:2), whereby he calls the 
whole world to hear (49:1).’ (Motyer p383) 

 
a. 49:1 

• Islands and peoples from afar (nations) – the message is for all the 
earth 

• Called from the womb/body of mother 
 In regard to the Messiah, there are a few references to his mother  
   (Is 7:14; Gen 3:15; Ps 22:9) 
 Similar to Jeremiah’s (Jer 1:5) and Paul’s call (Gal 1:15) 
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 See Matt 1:18; Luke 1:35, 39-43 
 

b. 49:2 
• Mouth like a sharp sword (See 11:4; Heb 4:12; Rev 1:16; 2:12, 16) 

 
c. 49:3 

• Speaks of OT Israel in the context 
• Ultimately prophetic of Jesus – He is the greater Israel (John 15:1) 
• We, God’s new covenant people, participate in all Jesus participates in 
• 49:5 will show us why this speaks more specifically about Jesus 
 

d. 49:4 
• The response in poetic form 
• Initial thought – I have toiled in vain 

 Where do we see this in the life of Jesus? – Possibly some thoughts  
   on the cross or as He prayed in Gethsemane 
 Remember this is poetry and every little aspect doesn’t have to be  
   specifically explained in the life of Jesus 

• Second response – Trust in Yahweh 
 

‘As the called Servant (1-2) he has been faithful in labouring and 
spending himself, now it is for the Lord to bring what fruit he will 
out of it all.  Resting faith is the answer to despondency.  Thus, 
Isaiah foresaw a Servant with a real human nature, tested like we 
are and proving himself to be the author and perfecter of the way 
of faith, a real, personal faith that can still say my God when 
nothing any longer seems worthwhile.’ (Motyer p387) 

 
e. 49:5 

• This shows why the Servant has to be the Messiah 
• He is the only one who could bring Jacob back to the LORD 

 
f. 49:6 

• ‘It is too small a thing…’ = You are going to do more 
• Restores Jacob/Israel – but even more! 
• Even more a light to the nations (see 42:6) so that the salvation of 

God may reach the ends of the earth (see Acts 1:8) 
 The world-wide heart of God is revealed 

• Don’t ever limit God and what He can do (Eph 3:20) 
 

2. The Servant’s Success (49:7-13) 
a. 49:7 

• Yahweh speaks to the Servant 
 

b. 49:8 
• The LORD has answered the Servant, therefore He must have been 

praying 
• A covenant of the people (see 42:6) 
• To restore the land, make the people inherit what had been desolate 

(speaks of restoration) 
 
c. 49:9 

• Those bound – Go forth! (See His mission in 61:1-2) 
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• Those in darkness – Show yourselves! (Liberty) 
 
d. 49:10-12 

• Restoration proclaimed 
• 49:11 – see 40:4 
• 49:12 – gathering from all places 

 
e. 49:13 

• The response – shouting! 
• The LORD accomplished the goal of 40:1 – Comfort 
• Just as a note: Isaiah uses the word ‘shout’ or ‘shouting’ 16 times in 

the second half of the book 
• We must respond appropriately to what God has done 

 
B. The Repopulation of Zion (49:14-26) 

1. The Unforgetting LORD For Zion (49:14-21) 
a. 49:14 

• Zion = God’s people 
 OT Israel 
 NT Ekklesia (church) – Jew and Gentile in Christ 

 Heb 12:22-23 
• The cry – The LORD has forsaken and forgotten me 

 Remember Deut 31:6, 8; Josh 1:5; Heb 13:5 
 

b. 49:15-21 
• The LORD’S response to Israel’s cry 
• 49:15 – A nursing mother does not forget their baby, but even if they 

do, I would never forget you 
• 49:16 – They have been inscribe on the palms of His hands 

 Like the names of the 12 tribes were engraved on stones on the  
   high priest’s ephod (see Ex 28:9-12) 
 Christ took nails in his hands on the cross (John 20:19-20) 

• 49:17-18 – God’s people will return from exile and even be adorned 
like a bride 
 We read in the NT that Christ has done this for His people (Rev  
   21:2, 9) 

• 49:19-21 – Such a restoration that there are too many people for the 
land 

 
2. The Conquering LORD For Zion (49:22-26) 

a. 49:22 
• The LORD lifts His hand and His banner/standard and the nations fall 

into line 
• Banner/standard is used ten times by Isaiah (5:26; 11:10, 12; 13:2; 

18:3; 30:17; 31:9; 33:23; 49:22; 62:10) 
 

b. 49:23 
• Rulers will guard, nurse (care for), bow down and lick the dust from 

the feet (serve) to God’s people 
• Thus, we will know He is the LORD 
• Those who hopefully wait for this will not be put to shame 
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c. 49:24-26 
• God does break the control of the mighty man 
• Jesus did so Himself with Satan (see Matt 12:29; Eph 4:8; Col 2:15) 

C. The Servant’s Obedience (50:1-11) 
1. The Redeeming LORD (50:1-3) 

a. 50:1 
• Two situations – divorce and sale 
• ‘Divorced’ and ‘sold’ because of iniquity and transgression 
 

b. 50:2-3 
• No answer when the LORD called – in contrast to the responding role 

of the Servant 
• God’s hand is not too short to ransom – Christ, the Servant, was our 

ransom (see Matt 20:28) 
• 50:2b-3 – The capability and power of the LORD 

 
2. The Third Servant Song (50:4-9) 

• No specific reference to the Servant 
 
a. 50:4 

• Tongue of disciples – probably means words of wisdom 
• Sustains the weary with a word – amazing what happens when He 

speaks into our lives 
 

b. 50:4b-5 
• He awakens My ear to listen as a disciple 
• Not disobedient and did not turn His back 
• Jesus submitted to the Father’s will (see John 5:19, 30; 6:38; 8:28; 

12:49; 14:10; 14:24) 
 

c. 50:6 
• No longer is the Servant simply a personification of Israel, He is 

actually a person who feels the blows 
• Three actions incurred by the Servant 

 His back struck 
 His beard pulled 
 His face spit on 

• Prophetic sign – Where we find this three-fold suffering, there is the 
Servant-Messiah 

• The Gospel accounts describe this – Matt 26:67; 27:30; Mark 14:65; 
15:19; Luke 22:63 

 
d. 50:7 

• In the midst of desperate suffering, the Servant trusts in the LORD 
and knows He will ultimately not be put to shame 

• His face like flint – determined to do the will of God no matter what 
 He knows the joy set before Him (Heb 12:2) 

 
e. 50:8 

• No case can be made against someone who willingly chooses to suffer 
and be humiliated for others 

• Amazing, for this is the opposite of the world’s way 
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f. 50:9 
• The Servant knows His true helper (see 41:10) 

 
3. Trust For God’s People and Torment For God’s Enemies (50:10-11) 

 
D. The LORD’S Encouragement (51:1-52:12) 

1. Commands to Listen (51:1-8) 
a. Command 1 (51:1-3) 

• 51:1 – ‘Listen to me…’ 
 The rock from which you were hewn – Abraham (see v2) 
 ‘Look to the rock…’ – Remember how God did the absolute  
    impossible with Abraham and Sarah 
God is now about to do the same great wonder for His people 

• 51:2 – recounting of Abraham’s history 
• 51:3 

 Comfort for Zion and her waste places 
 Wilderness and desert places restored like the garden of Eden 
 Joy, gladness, thanksgiving and melody – praise restored 

 
b. Command 2 (51:4-6) 

• 51:4 – ‘Pay attention to Me…’ 
 Law (teaching/instruction) will come forth from the Servant 
 Justice will be a light for the peoples/nations (see 42:6; 49:6) 

• 51:6 
 Sky will vanish, earth will wear out, people will die… 
 …But God’s salvation and righteousness will last forever 
 See Matt 24:35 – the words of Jesus bring salvation 
 See Heb 1:10-12 – Jesus remains (v11) and He is the same (v12) 

 
c. Command 3 (51:7-8) 

• 51:7 – ‘Listen to Me…’ 
 A people in whose heart is my law (Jer 31:33 – new covenant) 

• 51:8b – repeat of end of v6 
 

2. Appeal and Reassurance (51:9-16) 
a. Isaiah’s Appeal (51:9-11) 

• 51:9 – Awake, awake! – repeated for emphasis 
 This is an anthropomorphism = attributing human characteristics to  
   God 

• 51:9-11 – Recounting of God’s great deeds in the past 
 Rahab = mythical sea monster, here represents Egypt (see v10 and  
   Is 30:7) 
 51:11 – See Ps 126 

 
b. The LORD’S Reassurance (51:12-16) 

• 51:12 – Reminder that He is the Comforter (40:1; John 14:16; 16:7) 
• 51:13 – Don’t forget, how could they?! – Egypt, etc. 
• 51:16 – Role of the Servant 

 Has the words of the LORD (49:2; 50:4) 
 Covered/protected with God’s hand 

     ‘…the Servant is kept concealed until the fullness of the time comes.’  
   (Motyer p412) – see Gal 4:4 
 Established the heavens (John 1:1-3) 
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 Founded the earth (John 1:1-3) 
 Say to Zion, ‘You are My people.’ (1 Pet 2:9) 
 

3. The Cup of Wrath (51:17-23) 
a. 51:17 

• ‘Rouse yourself, rouse yourself!’ – repeating 51:9 
• ‘Drunk from the LORD’S hand the cup of His anger’ 
• Many times those who receive the LORD’S judgment/wrath are spoken 

poetically as drinking and getting drunk from his ‘cup of anger’ 
• See Job 21:20; Ps 11:6; 75:8; Is 29:9; 63:6; Jer 25:15; Ezk 23:31-

34; Rev 14:10; 16:19 
 

b. 51:22-23 
• The cup of God’s wrath has been removed FOREVER from His people 
• Yes! – for Christ has taken our wrath upon Himself 
• 51:23 – That cup is put into the hand of the enemies – Babylon then 

and now (Rev 16.19) 
 

4. Salvation to Israel and the Nations (52:1-12) 
a. 52:1 

• Awake, awake! – repeated from 51:9, 17 
• New clothes 

 Strength and beauty 
 
‘The metaphor of clothing (51:9) means “be who you really are”; it 
is not an exercise in pretence or a “cover-up” but a manifestation 
of character.’ (Motyer p416) 
 

b. 52:2 
• Three actions: 

 Shake yourself from the dust 
 Rise up 
 Loose yourself from the chains 

• Time to walk out the liberating restoration of the LORD’S Servant 
 

c. 52:3 
• Sold without money – the enemy paid the LORD nothing for Jerusalem 
• Redeemed without money 

 Redemption = buying back at the ransom price, but the price is  
   blood not money 
 Matt 20:28 – bought back by Jesus and His blood 

 
d. 52:5 

• ‘My name is continually blasphemed all day long’ 
• Paul uses this in Rom 2:24 to speak of the Jews who boasted in the 

Law – by their disobedience they dishonoured GOd 
 
e. 52:7 

• Quoted by Paul in Rom 10:15 – proclaiming good news (gospel) 
• Also Nahum says a very similar thing (see Nah 1:15) – the defeat of 

Nineveh was good news in the ears of Judah 
 
f. 52:8-9 
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• The LORD’S comfort and restoration call for shouting and joy 
 
g. 52:10 

• Remember: the arm of the LORD speaks of His power 
 
h. 52:11 

• ‘Go and sin no more’ – John 8:11 
 
i. 52:12 

• The LORD will go before you and be your rear guard 
• Reminded them of the Israelites in the wilderness (Ex 13:21; 14:19-

20) 
• But this was a greater exodus 
 

E. The Sufferings and Glories of the Servant (52:13-53:12) 
• The Fourth Servant Song 
 
1. The Servant’s Exaltation and Humiliation (52:13-15) 

a. 52:13 
• Oddly, the final goal is prophesied first 
• The reality was that Christ was humiliated and suffered first before 

being exalted (Phil 2:5-11) 
• That is exactly how it is for us as well (1 Pet 5:6; James 4:10) 
• Yet, that is a kingdom means to a kingdom end 
 

b. 52:14 
• Appearance marred more than any man 
• The first words about what He would look like 

 
c. 52:15 

• Sprinkle many nations – world-wide heart of God expressed 
• A priestly ministry of the Servant 
• The kings of the world will be so overwhelmed at the Servant’s way of 

expressing His kingship – service, humiliation and death 
 

2. The Servant’s Suffering and Death (53:1-9) 
a. 53:1 

• Quoted in John 12:38 and Rom 10:16 
• The answer to the question: no-one really, at least at first (see v3) 
• But the arm of the LORD would reveal this was His Servant and this 

was His plan 
 

b. 53:2-3 
• The complete rejection of the Servant Messiah 

 
c. 53:4 

• Infirmities = Hebrew choli = malady, sickness, disease 
• Sorrows = Hebrew makobah = affliction, pain, sorrow 
• Question: Did Christ bear our sicknesses and infirmities? 
  Answer: Yes – v4 says He did, as well as Matt 8:17 
• Question: Did/Does Christ bear our sicknesses and infirmities on the 

cross? 
   Answer: No, for only sin needs atonement, not sickness; but we  
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     could say that the cross and resurrection provided for us to receive  
     resurrection in the age to come, thus complete restoration and  
     healing to our bodies 

• It is Christ in His ministry and through the power of the Spirit that He 
heals us 

• It is through His death that He atones for our sin 
 
d. 53:5 

• The Servant was pierced through, crushed and chastened all in our 
place 

• This was a substitutionary atonement 
• Substitution = in place of 
• Atonement = ‘bringing those who are estranged into unity’ (New Bible 

Dictionary, IVP, p102) – Christ did this through paying the penalty of 
what we deserved, that being God’s wrath 

 
e. 53:6 

• The iniquity of the LORD has fallen on the sheep 
 
f. 53:7 

• Even in His suffering, He was silent that He might go through all that 
was necessary to make atonement for our sin 

 
g. 53:8 

• Cut off from the land of the living 
• The Father and Son were separated in this atonement (Matt 27:46) 

 
h. 53:9 

• Here, ‘Rich man’ is equal to and compared with the ‘wicked man’ 
 
3. The Triumphant Servant (53:10-12) 

a. 53:10 
• The LORD was pleased to crush Him (see 46:10) 
• The LORD’S pleasure because He knew what He was getting in 

returned – His people back redeemed and free 
• He will see His offspring – see Heb 12:2 – the joy set before Christ 
 
 

b. 53:11 
• The eternal, holy God is satisfied by the sacrifice of the perfect, 

spotless Lamb 
 

c. 53:12 
• Allotted a portion with the great – He is the greatest! 
• Divide the booty – we share in all that belongs to Christ (Rom 8:17) 
• Intercession – mediator who stood in the place of 

 
Note: In all of this intense suffering that we read of the Servant, words cannot 
describe the deeper fact that the Father and Son were separated from one another in 
this time of payment for sin! 
 
 
F. The Future Glory of Zion (54:1-17) 
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1. Expansion of Zion (54:1-3) 
a. 54:1 

 
‘So here, the barren woman sings, not because she has ceased to 
be barren but because the Lord has acted in his Servant with the 
effect that his “seed” (53:11) become her children/“sons”.’ (Motyer 
p445) 
 
• Paul uses this in his spiritual comparison between the children of 

bondage who came from Hagar and the children of liberty who came 
from Sarah (Gal 4:27) 

 
b. 54:2-3 

• Enlarge, stretch out, lengthen and strengthen (v2) 
• Spread abroad, possess, resettle (v3) 
• This is bigger than just Jerusalem – it is to the ends of the earth (Acts 

1:8) 
• See 49:19-20 

 
2. The Marriage Relationship (54:4-6) 

• The husband and wife relationship is used to describe God’s relationship to 
His people 

• Similar to Hos 2:19 
• We are a Bride as in Rev 19:7; 21:2 

 
3. The Covenant of Peace (54:7-10) 

a. 54:7 
• For a brief moment I forsook you? 
• This is in the exile – but yet we must realise they were not fully 

forsaken 
• This is the poetic expression of God’s judgment on His people who had 

forsaken Him 
• See Deut 31:6; Josh 1:5; Heb 13:5 
• See Ps 30:5 
 

b. 54:9 
• God compares this too His promise to Noah – I will never flood the 

earth again (Gen 9:11) 
 
c. 54:10 

• Mountains may be removed, hills may shake 
• God’s covenant love will remain steadfast 
• Covenant of peace 

 Ezekiel prophesied the same (Ezk 34:25; 37:26) 
 Jeremiah spoke of a new & everlasting covenant (Jer 31:31-33;  
   32:40; 50:5) 
 This new, everlasting and peaceful covenant has a world-wide  
   application 

 
4. The City of Righteousness (54:11-17) 

a. 54:13 
• Sons will be taught/disciples of the LORD 
• Quote by Jesus in John 6:45 
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b. 54:17 

• No weapon formed against God’s people will prosper 
 No matter what comes against us, though it might be evil or the evil  
   one himself, it cannot ultimately be prosperous for those whom the  
   Servant gave His life, for God is causing all things to work together  
   for God for those who love Him and are called according to His  
   purpose. 

• Every accusatory tongue will be condemned by God’s people 
• This is our heritage, the benefits of being God’s people 

 
G. An Invitation From the LORD (55:1-13) 

1. The Food and Drink God Offers (55:1-5) 
a. 55:1 

• Come – you who are thirsty 
• Come – you who have no money 
• Come – buy wine and milk that does not cost anything 

 This emphasises the richness (wine & milk) and freeness (no cost) 
 Though freeness is emphasised, the word buy is still used 
 It costs, but they cannot pay the price – but another can! 

 
b. 55:2 

• The call not to waste on frivolous and unsatisfying entities 
• God only wants to give what is good, and He wants to give it in 

abundance 
 
c. 55:3 

• Everlasting covenant (like Jeremiah) 
• The ‘faithful/sure mercies shown to David’ 
• This was fulfilled in the resurrection of Christ (see Acts 13:34) 
• Christ fulfils the promises of God (2 Cor 1:20) 

 
d. 55:4-5 

• The door opened to ‘others’ 
 

2. A Call to Repent (55:6-13) 
a. 55:6 

• The best time to seek God – while He may be found! 
 

b. 55:8-9 
• Though the LORD’S thoughts and ways are higher than ours, God has 

and wants to reveal those ways by His Spirit (See 1 Cor 2:9-10) 
• Yet we still know ‘in part’ and prophesy ‘in part’ (1 Cor 13:9) 

 
c. 55:10-11 

• There is a factor about God’s word that will stand forever – it will 
accomplish what He desires! 

• See Jer 1:12; Is 40:8 
 
d. 55:12-13 

• Creation longing for redemption (Rom 8:20-22) 
• Covenant sign – the reverse of desolation (u) 
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H. The Foreigner Brought In (56:1-8) 
1. 56:3-6 – The foreigner and eunuch are brought into covenant relationship 

with Yahweh 
‘No-one is excluded from membership of God’s people, either by 
nation or ancestry (the foreigner), accident of birth, parental or 
personal former affiliation to another god, falling below the 
creational standards of God or deep and fundamental personal 
defect (the eunuch).  Middle walls of partition have come tumbling 
down between people and between people and the Lord.’ (Motyer 
p466) 

 
2. 56:2, 4, 6 – emphasis on keeping the Sabbath 

• Christ is Lord of the Sabbath and thus our greater Sabbath rest 
• See Matt 12:8, Col 2:16-17; Heb 4:3, 9 

 
3. 56:4, 6 – Hold fast My covenant 

• Christ was the covenant keeper – obeying perfectly then offering Himself 
as the once for all time sacrifice for our sin securing our covenant 
obedience and righteousness (See Heb 7:26-28; 2 Cor 5:21) 

 
4. 56:7 – House of prayer for all peoples/nations 

• Christ quotes in Matt 21:13; Mark 11:17; Luke 19:46 
• It is the whole house (God’s people) that are called to an intercessory 

ministry, we are an intercessory people 
 
I. Condemnation For the Wicked in Israel (56:9-57:21) 

1. The Failure of Leadership (56:9-12) 
 

2. The Darkness of Jerusalem (57:1-13) 
• 57:5-8 – serving pagan gods 

 v5 – speaks of the Canaanite pagan religions 
a. Fertility cult – associated with tree as a symbol of life and 

expressed in orgiastic rites (from Motyer) 
b. Cult of Molech – demand for human sacrifice (from Motyer) 

 v7-8 – made their bed with these gods, committing spiritual adultery 
 

3. Revived Jerusalem (57:14-21) 
a. 57:15 

• Dwelling on a high and holy place 
• Yet also with the contrite and lowly of spirit, for God finds it easy to lift 

them up 
• See Ps 51:17; Matt 5:3 
 

b. 57:16-19 
• God’s promise to heal His people 
• Peace for His people 

 
c. 57:21 

• No peace for the wicked 
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3.2.3 Israel’s Destiny (Chapters 58-66) – The Age to Come 
 
A. A Critique of Religion (58:1-14) 

1. Word of Rebuke for Improper Fasts (58:1-4) 
a. 58:1 

• Cry loudly, do not hold back, raise your voice, trumpet, declare 
• Their sin needs to be known so that they might be changed 
 

b. 58:2 
• They seemed to be pious 
• See v2 ESV – ‘as if they were…’ 
• See also v2 in NLT 

 
c. 58:3 

• They ask ‘Why?’ – God answers them 
• They do what they want when they fast, fulfilling their own desire 
• Though they rest, they oppress their workers 
• They try and fulfil one religious aspect while breaking another 
• Jesus rebuked the religious leaders for the same (see Matt 23:23; 

Mark 7:9-13) 
 
d. 58:5-7 

• What a proper fast should involve 
• 58:5 – humility of own heart 
• 58:6 – liberty of those in bondage 
• 58:7 – generosity towards those who lack 

 
2. The Result of Righteous Fasting (58:8-12) 

a. 58:8 
• Your light will break out like dawn (see Prov 4:18) 
• Speedy recovery 
• Righteousness before you 
• The glory of the LORD your rear guard 

 
b. 58:9a-9b 

• You will call and the LORD will answer (Ps 66:18) 
• You cry and He will say, ‘Here I am’ 

 
c. 58:9c-10b 

• If you… 
 Remove yoke from your midst 
 Pointing of the finger – a gesture of contempt or accusation 
 Stop speaking wickedness 
 Give yourself to the hungry 
 Satisfy the desire of the afflicted 

 
d. 58:10c-12 

• Then… 
 Your light will rise in darkness (see 58:8; Prov 4:18) 
 Your gloom will become like midday 
 The LORD will continually guide you 
 Your desire will continually be satisfied 
 Strength to your bones 



______________________________________________________________________________ 
© Scott Lencke 62 Book of Isaiah 

 Like a watered garden and a spring of water 
 The ancient ruins and foundations will be rebuilt 
 You will repair the breach and restore the streets 

• In 58:8-12, God’s heart is revealed that He wants His people to walk 
in righteousness and to serve the poor 

• Jesus fulfilled perfectly and by the power of the Spirit we can walk this 
out as well 

 
3. Keeping the Sabbath and Blessing (58:13-14) 

• 58:13 – regard the Sabbath correctly 
• 58:14 – the result 

 They would take delight in the LORD 
 The full inheritance of Jacob would be given 

• Remember that ultimately Christ is our Sabbath rest (Matt 11:28-30; Col 
2:16-17; Heb 4:3a, 9) 

• But we must also remember that God is please when we rest 
 

B. Zion’s Sin, Confession and Redemption (59:1-21) 
1. Zion’s Sin (59:1-8) 

a. 59:1 
• Behold = Surely! 
• Hand = ‘the symbol of personal action, ability and resource’ (Motyer 

p484) 
• Ear = ‘denotes both capacity and readiness to pay attention’ (Motyer 

p484) 
• God is completely able to save His people and hear His people’s cry 
 

b. 59:2 
• But there sin had made a separation between God and them 
• Praise God that Christ’s death provides the way for reconciliation (a 

renewed relationship) with God (see Rom 5:10-11) 
 
c. 59:3-8 

• Their specific sins are listed out 
• 59:5 – speaks of spending their time planning evil 

 The eggs they hatch kill 
 The crushed eggs hatch our a snake – pointing to evil and death 

• 59:6 – nothing they do will become productive 
• 59:7 – the run to evil (see Rom 3:15-17) 

 
2. Zion’s Confession (59:9-15b) 

a. 59:9-10 
• They want light but they are only in darkness 
• When born again, we are transferred from the kingdom of darkness 

into the kingdom of God’s beloved Son/kingdom of light (see Col 1:13) 
 

b. 59:11 
• Salvation is far from them 
• When the gospel/word of God is proclaimed, salvation comes near 

(Rom 10:8-13) 
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c. 59:13 
• Even going so far as to deny and turn away from the LORD (see 1 Tim 

4:1) 
 
3. Zion’s Redemption (59:15c-21) 

a. 59:16 
• God was astonished there was no one to intercede 
• Praise God that He provided the Great Intercessor – Christ – for it is 

the LORD’S ‘own arm’ which brought salvation 
• For Christ’s intercessory role see Is 53:12; Rom 8:34; Heb 7:25 
• Also the Spirit intercedes for us (Rom 8:26-27) 
• They are both examples to us of continual intercession 
 

b. 59:17 
• He put on the breastplate of righteousness and helmet of salvation (as 

we are commanded in Eph 6:14) 
• Also put on garments of vengeance and a mantle of zeal 

 
c. 59:18-19 

• He will repay according to their deeds, thus wrath to His adversaries 
• All that they might fear the name and glory of Yahweh (v19) 
• Praise God that Christ took our evil and wicked deeds to the cross so 

that we can no longer be judged for sin 
• We are rather judged for how we stewarded the gifts God has given us 

 
d. 59:20 

• Christ is that Redeemer which has come to/for Zion 
 
e. 59:21 

• The covenant is the work of the Servant-Messiah (see 42:6; 49:8; 
54:10; 55:3) 

 
‘Two items in this verse come without forewarning: the covenant 
which the Lord grants to them, and the covenant mediator, the 
singular you, through whom the promised blessings of the divine 
Spirit and word are secured for endless generations…The covenant 
does not rest on human wish or need but on divine 
determination…It is the Lord’s because it is his idea that there 
should be a covenanted relationship and because it contains 
nothing, whether promises of stipulations, except what is his.’ 
(Motyer p492-493) 

 
C. The Coming Glory of Zion (60:1-22) 

1. The Light Which Shines Upon Zion (60:1-2) 
a. 60:1 

• Isaiah uses the metaphor of light in his prophecies (see 2:5; 5:20; 
9:2; 10:17; 42:6; 49:6; 51:4) 

• When our light comes – and it has in Christ – we are to ‘Arise and 
shine’ 

• See Matt 5:14; 2 Cor 4:6; Phil 2:15 
• This light that shines on us contains the glory of God – God shares His 

glory with His people now and in fullness in the future (John 17:22; 
Rom 8:30; 2 Cor 3:18; 4:17; Eph 5:27) 
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b. 60:2 

• The light and glory of God is to shine only on His people 
 

2. The Attraction of the Light (60:3-14) 
• Look at what the LORD has in store for His people – AMAZING! 
a. 60:3 

• Such a light that it will attract nations and kings – vs4-14 spell this out 
in greater detail 

• Isaiah says similar things in other parts of His prophecies (2:3; 45:14; 
49:23) 

 
b. 60:5 

• The abundance of the sea will be turned to you – probably refers to 
different nations/peoples arriving by the sea with their gifts 

• See Rev 21:24-26 
 

c. 60:14 
• Called ‘the city of the LORD, the Zion of the Holy One of Israel’ – those 

who are in Christ (see Heb 12:22-23) 
 

 At Christ’s birth, a few magi and shepherds brought such great things to  
   Him (Matt 2:11) 
 Today, people from all nations are entering the kingdom and coming before  
   the throne of grace laying their crowns before His throne (Rev 4:10-11) 
 At Christ’s return, every knee will bow and tongue confess He is Lord (Phil  
   2:9-11) 

 
3. The Continued Glory of Zion (60:15-22) 

• It would be good to remember the idea of cumulative fulfilment 
concerning these verses, thus we are tasting some of the powers of the 
age to come now (Heb 6:5) 

a. 60:17 
• Peace and righteousness are characteristics of God’s people and will 

fully reign in the age to come (see 9:7; Rom 14:17) 
 

b. 60:18 
• No more violence, devastation or destruction (see 2:2-4) 

 
c. 60:19-20 

• The LORD will be our great light (see Rev 21:23; 22:5) 
 
d. 60:21 

• They will possess the land forever 
• The new covenant makes it clear that the land is the whole earth (see 

Matt 5:5; Rev 21:1-3) 
 
D. The Role of the Servant (61:1-11) 

1. The Servant’s Ministry (61:1-3) 
• This is the ministry of Jesus as well as His people 
a. 61:1 

• Jesus announced this ministry in Luke 4:17-22 
• The Spirit of the LORD God and anointing are the same 
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• We have the Spirit and thus an anointing (1 John 2:20, 27) 
• Remember – It’s good news we are proclaiming! 
• Are binding up the brokenhearted, proclaiming liberty to the captives 

and freedom to the prisoners? 
 

b. 61:2 
• Are we proclaiming the year/age of the LORD’S favour? 
• This is His special time of grace (John 1:16-17), though grace was 

definitely revealed from the beginning 
• We are in it – this is the year of Jubilee (Lev 25:10-17), the age of the 

Messiah 
• Jesus said He has fulfilled these verses (Luke 4:18-21) 
• Jesus stops with 61:2a 
• In one sense God is beginning to deal with His/our enemies (1 Cor 

15:25) – the day of God’s vengeance 
 

c. 61:3 
• Look at what Christ gives us: 

 Garland (beautiful) instead of ashes 
 Oil of gladness instead of mourning 
 Mantle of praise instead of a spirit of fainting 
 Called oaks of righteousness, the planting of Yahweh 

• We taste of this now, and the fullness will come soon 
 

2. The Result of the Servant’s Ministry (61:4-9) 
a. 61:4 

• God is in the business of restoration (see Acts 3:19-21) 
 

b. 61:6 
• Called priests of the LORD and ministers of God 
• See 2 Cor 5:18-20; 1 Pet 2:9; Rev 1:6; 5:10; 20:6 

 
c. 61:7 

• Instead of shame, a double portion = the firstborn son was to receive 
a double share of the inheritance 

• Instead of humiliation, a shout for joy 
 
d. 61:8 

• Here we read again of the everlasting covenant (Is 55:3) – which 
comes through Christ’s blood 

 
3. Song of Praise (61:10-11) 

• Clothed with garments or salvation and a robe of righteousness 
 
E. Zion’s Restoration and Glory (62:1-12) 

1. Zeal for Zion (62:1-3) 
a. 62:1 

• This speaks of action 
• The Servant is committed to bringing righteousness and salvation to 

His people 
 
‘…the Anointed One will give himself to both ceaseless prayer and 
ceaseless action.’ (Motyer p505) 
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b. 62:2 
• Our righteousness and glory will be seen (see Matt 5:14) 
• We will be given a new name indicating a new status – changed from 

sinner to saint (see also 62:4) 
 

2. New Name and New Status (62:4-5) 
• No longer called ‘forsaken’ or ‘desolate’ 
• Now called ‘My delight is in her’ and ‘Married’ (the restored relationship 

leads to our marriage to the Lamb – Rev 19:7; 21:2 
 
3. Praying Guardians (62:6-7) 

• Watchmen are placed on the walls – Ezekiel had the prophetic watchman 
role (Ezk 3:17; 33:7-9) 

• A call to intercession until He completes the task of making Jerusalem 
(God’s people) a praise in the earth 

 
4. The Oath from the LORD (62:8-9) 

• Will eat their own grain and drink their own wine 
 
5. The Summons from the LORD (62:10-12) 

• 62:10 – Build the highway and remove the stones return (speaking of the 
Jews return from Babylon) 

• 62:12 – Special name – ‘The holy people’, ‘redeemed of the LORD’ and 
‘Sought out, a city not forsaken’ 

 
F. God’s Vengeance on the Nations (63:1-6) 

• 63:1-3 – the wrath of the Servant-Messiah has come, for He must deal with 
His enemies and their sinful wickedness. 

• 63:4 – redemption of God’s people must ultimately mean that the wicked 
must be dealt with.  In one sense Satan has been dealt with at the cross, but 
the fullness thereof is to come when He returns. 

 
G. Isaiah’s Prayer (63:7-64:12) 

1. Recounting Israel’s Past (63:7-14) 
a. 63:7 

• Remembering the lovingkindness of God (see Lam 3:21-23) 
 

b. 63:8 
• Here we see a word on the doctrine of election 

 
c. 63:9 

• The angel of His presence = the angel of His face 
 
‘The face means personal, recognizable presence.  This is the 
angelic being who made the Lord’s presence recognizably real 
among his people…’ (Motyer p513) 
 

d. 63:10 
• Rebelled and grieved the Holy Spirit 
• Most likely speaks of the wilderness 
• See Eph 4:30; 1 Thess 5:19 
• Oh, that we would be sensitive to God’s Spirit 
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e. 63:14 
• After entering the promised land, God’s people had rest (Josh 21:44) 

 
2. Two Questions (63:15-19) 

a. Where? (63:15-16) 
• 63:15 – Where is God’s zeal, His mighty deeds and His compassion 

 This question is asked in hope that God will respond by showing  
   these things 

• 63:16 – The fatherhood of God is expressed (also in 64:8) 
 

b. Why? (63:17-19) 
• 63:17 – Why does God cause His people to stray and harden their 

hearts 
 
‘Why do you make us wander from your ways? Is not an attempt to 
lay the blame on the Lord but, in Old Testament thought, a 
recognition of guilt of such proportions that the Lord could not let it 
pass but judicially sentenced his people to the consequences of 
their own choices.’ (Motyer p517) 

 
• 63:18 – The temple had been destroyed – described in detail in Ps 

74:3-7 
 
3. Prayer For Mercy (64:1-12) 

a. 64:1 
• As Motyer says, this is better translated, ‘Oh that you had…’ 

 
‘Isaiah has been reviewing a tragic past (17-19); it could all have 
been so different!  The Lord’s mere presence would have sufficed 
to change everything! (Motyer p518) 
 

b. 64:1b-2 
• If God had come, the mountains would have quaked 
• As fire causes wood to burn and water to boil, so God’s coming would 

have made the nations tremble (see NLT) 
 
c. 64:4 

• Paul quotes in this verse in 1 Cor 2:9 
• In 1 Cor 2:10, he tells us that God reveals to us the things of God by 

His Spirit 
 
d. 64:6 

• All, apart from God’s grace in Christ, have become unclean and our 
righteous deeds are like a filthy garment 

• But praise God that Christ’s death provides our justification (declared 
righteous – 2 Cor 5:21) and He has clothed us with robes of 
righteousness (Is 61:10) 

 
e. 64:7 

• Speaks of our spiritual inability to seek God apart from the work of His 
Spirit (see Rom 3:10-12; Eph 2:1) 
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f. 64:8 
• God’s fatherhood is again spoken of here (see 63:16) 
• We are clay, He is the potter (see Jer 18:1-10) 

 
g. 64:9 

• ‘All of us are Your people’ 
• This reminder is similar to Moses’ in Ex 32:11-14; 33:13 

 
h. 64:10-11 

• Jerusalem and the temple have been destroyed (in 586 BC by the 
Babylonians) 

 
i. 64:12 

• These questions are actually signs of repentance 
 

H. Judgment and Salvation (65:1-16) 
1. Judgment for the Rebellious People (65:1-7) 

a. 65:1 
• Could be speaking of Israel because the following verses speak of 

Israel’s rebellious attitude 
• But this verse could also be speaking of Gentiles 

 At the end of the verse, the Hebrew word goy is used, which usually  
   has the connotation of the Gentile nations  

 
b. 65:3 

• They even provoke God to His face! 
 
c. 65:5 

• ‘For I am holier than you’ – not speaking about God but of other 
people 

 
2. Contrasting God’s People and the Rebellious People (65:8-16) 

a. 65:8 
• He will act on behalf of His servants, not to destroy the whole of them 
• The servants are the remnant 
 

b. 65:11 
• Fortune and Destiny – false gods worshipped 
 
‘…an exposure of the silliness of false religion: gods that need to be 
wined and dined and are yet thought to be controllers of destiny.’ 
(Motyer p527) 

 
c. 65:12 

• God had called but they did not respond (see Matt 22:14 – many 
receive the gospel call, but few are chosen and thus respond) 

 
d. 65:13-14 

• Distinct comparison between the blessings for the righteous and the 
cursings for the wicked 

 
e. 65:15 

• God’s servants called by another name, a new name (see 62:2) 
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I. New Heavens and a New Earth (65:17-25) 
• Very similar to what John writes of in Rev 21:1-4 
 
1. New Heavens and New Earth Created (65:17) 

• The former things will not be remembered (see 42:9; 43:18) 
 

2. Rejoicing in This New Heaven and New Earth (65:18-19) 
• 65:18 – we were created for rejoicing and gladness 
• 65:19 

 The LORD also rejoices in us (see Zeph 3:17) 
 No more crying or weeping (see Rev 21:4) 

 
3. What Will Take Place in This New Heaven and New Earth (65:20-25) 

a. 65:20 
• Speaks of the ethos in the post-exilic times 
• But remember that this promise will be superseded in the new 

heavens and new earth, for there will be no death for us in the age to 
come 

 
b. 65:22 

• Also prophesied in 62:8-9 
 
c. 65:23 

• A reversal of the curse in Gen 3:16-19 
 
d. 65:24 

 
‘The uniting thought…is “oneness”.  First, there is such a oneness 
with the Lord that he anticipates their needs with his constant 
provident watchfulness for their good (24a); and secondly, there is 
such an identity of will that while they are still speaking what they 
say immediately commends itself to him for action.’  (Motyer p531) 

 
e. 65:25 

• Spoken of similarly in 11:6-7 
• Maybe there will be animals on the new earth! 
• The dust is the serpent’s food (see Gen 3:14) 

 
J. Judgment for the Wicked and Hope for the Righteous (66:1-24) 

1. Heaven is God’s Throne (66:1-2) 
a. 66:1-2a 

• Quoted in Acts 7:48-50 
• God does not live in buildings, but He does take up residence in the 

temple of His body (see 1 Cor 3:16; Eph 2:19-22; 1 Pet 2:5) 
 

b. 66:2 
• God turns to the one who is humble and contrite in spirit (Ps 51:17) 

and who trembles at His word 
 

2. Punishment of the Wicked (66:3-6) 
• They have unholy offerings and even scoff at those who do seek the LORD 
• God will punish such wickedness 
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3. The New Birth of the Nation (66:7-9) 

• 66:8 – Can a land be born in one day 
 This does not refer to Israel becoming a nation in 1948 
 The promises of God are fulfilled in a much greater way in Christ and  
   the new covenant (remember Christopher Wright’s words) 

• 66:9 – God would not bring to the point of delivery and not bring the birth 
 

4. A Joyous Future Jerusalem (66:10-24) 
• These verses are very similar to ch.60 
a. 66:10-14 

• Speaks of the blessings and comfort to come for God’s people 
 

b. 66:15-17 
• Speaks of the judgment to come for the wicked 

 
c. 66:18-20 

• A proclamation to the nations (see Acts 1:8), all nations and tongues 
(see Rev 7:9) 

 
d. 66:21 

• All God’s people are priests (see 1 Pet 2:9; Rev 1:6; 5:10) 
 
e. 66:22 

• We will live forever in the new heavens and new earth 
 
f. 66:23 

• Quite similar to Rev 4:8 
 
g. 66:24 

• ‘Their worm will not die’ = The eternal judgment on the wicked 
• Jesus quotes this in Mark 9:47-48 

 
Conclusion 
Though the first part of Isaiah rings a note of judgment and condemnation, the 
second half imparts hope to us all as we are promised comfort, one who would suffer 
for our iniquities, restoration and redemption of God’s people, and a glorious future 
that awaits us in the new heavens and new earth.  After reading these remarkable 
words of Isaiah, we find ourselves agreeing with what John penned in Revelation 
22:17: ‘The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.”’  The Bridegroom can only respond 
with these words in 22:20: ‘Yes, I am coming quickly.’ 
 

‘There is a grandeur about Isaiah not found elsewhere even in the 
most majestic of the rest of Scripture, a majesty full of glory and of 
solemnity, plain alike in the revelation vouchsafed to him and the 
language in which he was inspired to express it.  But with the 
grandeur went a stern resoluteness, that if the glory does not win us 
to the life of obedience, if visions of the coming King, the sin-bearing 
Servant and the liberating Anointed Conqueror will not suffice, then 
maybe the unmistakably horrible rewards of disobedience will drive 
our wayward hearts to tremble at the word of the Lord.’ (Motyer p544) 

 


