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An Introduction to Ephesian 4 Ministires 
One of my favourite passages in all of Scripture is found in Ephesians. Actually, 
Ephesians is probably one of my favourite books in the whole of the Bible. As one of 
Paul’s final letters, he packs so much wisdom and revelation in this short yet amazing 
book. 
 
The Ephesians text is filled with multiple great passages: from Paul’s beginning 
words in 1:3-14; to the all-important words of our salvation by grace through faith in 
2:8-9 (not to mention his words about walking out that salvation in 2:10); on to the 
goal of the one body in 2:11-22; his prayer in 3:14-21; the words on how to live our 
new life in Christ at the end of ch. 4 and beginning of ch. 5; his words of how to live 
out godly relationships in marriage, parenting, etc; and the charge about the armour of 
God in his final words in ch. 6. This letter stands as maybe the pique of Paul’s 
writings (uh oh, the reformed people are getting stirred because I didn’t say it was 
Romans). 
 
But one passage I really enjoy pondering is found in 4:11-16. It, too, is filled with 
great wisdom and revelation into the purposes and plans of God in this new covenant 
era. Here are the words from the NIV: 
 

11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be 
evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God’s people 
for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all 
reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become 
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 
 
14 Then we will no longer be infants, tossed back and forth by the waves, and 
blown here and there by every wind of teaching and by the cunning and 
craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming. 15 Instead, speaking the truth in 
love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ. 16 
From him the whole body, joined and held together by every supporting 
ligament, grows and builds itself up in love, as each part does its work. 

 
From these words, we find out that the goal for the body of Christ is both unity and 
maturity. Both of those are important. No, they are very important! I find that 
somehow we don’t realise this. It took me a while to understand that the goal was to 
see the bride of Christ prepare for our marriage to Christ. This calls for movement 
towards unity and maturity. We cannot miss that if we are to fulfil the purposes of 
God. 
 
But, there is another reason I like this specific passage. 
 
Here, in these words of Paul, we are told that, when Christ ascended back to the 
Father to reign over all, He gave specific gifts to the church to help us move towards 
this unity and maturity. What are those gifts. They are apostles, prophets, evangelists, 
pastors and teachers. These five gifts (or four, as some see pastor and teacher as one 
gift, as in pastor-teacher) are known as the Ephesians 4 ministry (service) gifts, 
though many refer to them with various other names such as the ascension gifts (since 
they were given at His ascensions – see vs8) or the five-fold ministry gifts (or four-
fold, if one believes pastor-teacher are a combination gift). 



 
Now, for the most part, many Christians in general, both in the past and in the present, 
have seen only three of these gifts still necessary and functioning today. Those three 
are evangelist, pastor and teacher. 
 
Of course, with the rise of Pentecostal and charismatic churches in the last 100+ 
years, one will definitely find many churches that still believe prophets (and 
prophecy) are still functioning today. And with a massive 500 million Christians who 
would count themselves as part of such Pentecostal, charismatic and neo-Pentecostal 
church groups, such a belief is not outside of orthodoxy. 
 
But, most all Christians would not venture down the path that would allow for 
apostles to still exist. They were the ones called to write Scripture (kind of receiving 
the baton from the Old Testament prophets). They were the select few who were 
given Christ’s special authority to help the church transition into this new covenant 
gospel. Once their foundational revelation and message was recorded (as found in our 
New Testament today), there would no longer be a need for such a ministry. 
 
Now, before considering various views on which of these gifts are actually still in 
function today, I think it important to first ask this question: What is the purpose of 
these ministry gifts? 
 
Hey, this is an important question. Because we get so caught up in debating whether 
prophets and apostles could still exist today, we can actually forget why Jesus gave 
such gifts to the church. 
 
Paul does make it quite clear in this passage as to the purpose of these ministry gifts: 
 

• To prepare and equip God’s people for works of service, or ministry, since the 
Greek word could be translated either way (vs12). 

• So that the body of Christ might be built up (vs12). 
• To help Christ’s body reach unity in the faith and knowledge of Christ, 

becoming mature and grown up into the fullness of Christ (vs13). 
 
Jesus desired to gift people in these ministries so that the body of Christ could be 
prepared, equipped, built up, unified and mature! That sounds awesome (though 
Christ really doesn’t need my thoughts here). 
 
But, though we can see these five gifted ministries were given to help the church 
move towards such a high calling in Christ, there are still questions as to why these 
gifts are practically needed. I mean, really, why do we need these gifts? What’s this all 
about? Couldn’t we just get on without them? 
 
Well, to that, I give an answer that isn’t found specifically in Ephesians 4. Rather, I 
have come to a conclusion as to why these gifts are practically important to the body 
of Christ and the world today through my overall consideration of the New Testament 
text. For such, I give three more bullet points: 
 

• Jesus, Himself, functioned in all five of these ministries. 
• The body of Christ is now called to be all of Christ in all of the earth. 



• Therefore, Christ’s desire is to continue to gift people in such ministry roles. 
 
Now, I know those three statements are loaded. The comments could begin to flood in 
challenging my flow of thought. But I can only say I hope to spend quite a few 
articles showing why I believe those three points are the logical conclusion from 
reading the New Testament text. 
 
Of course, one may not have ever realised that Christ functioned in all five of these 
ministries, but He did. I mean, some realise Christ was a teacher or a prophet. But was 
Christ an apostle? 
 
Yes, He was an apostle. And we must take note that Christ functioned in all five of 
these ministries. Actually, He was the greatest apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor and 
teacher that ever existed. Forget Paul, Peter, John or any of the others. Simply stated, 
there was no other that walked out these five ministries like the divine Son in the 
flesh. Of course, we would not expect less, right? 
 
And here we are today, even 2,000 years post-incarnation, looking to be all of Christ 
to all of the world. For this, I believe the best way would be to function in all that 
Christ Himself did. If Christ walked it out, I think He desires His body to emulate the 
same. If Christ functioned in something, I believe He desires that His body similarly 
practice such. Of course, I am not trying to equate us with the Son of God. But I do 
believe that, as sons and daughters of the King, we are called to participate in that 
which Christ lived in the flesh. 
 
Jesus as Apostle 
So I have set out to spend quite a good while looking at the equipping ministry gifts 
of Ephesians 4:11, which fall in the larger context of vs7-16. Specifically, vs11-13 
say: 
 

11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be 
evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God’s people 
for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all 
reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become 
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. 

 
As I noted in my first article, Paul makes it quite clear as to the purpose of these five 
(or four) ministry gifts: 
 

• To prepare and equip God’s people for works of service, or ministry, since the 
Greek word could be translated either way (vs12). 

• So that the body of Christ might be built up (vs12). 
• To help Christ’s body reach unity in the faith and knowledge of Christ, 

becoming mature and grown up into the fullness of Christ (vs13). 
 
Yet, I also noted some practical reasons as to why these giftings are needed in the 
church today, though these are not specifically found in the Ephesians text: 
 

• Jesus, Himself, functioned in all five of these ministries. 
• The body of Christ is now called to be all of Christ in all of the earth. 



• Therefore, Christ’s desire is to continue to gift people in such ministry roles. 
 
I know that is a loaded statement, of which many will want me to give more 
explanation. But suffice to say now, those three points above are my conclusion from 
reading the New Testament text. But the next weeks (and maybe a little longer) will 
be spent laying out a further understanding of how I have come to such a conclusion. 
 
But moving on…Here is one of the most important things to remember before 
jumping into Paul’s words in Ephesians 4:11-13 – Jesus was the greatest apostle, 
prophet, evangelist, pastor and teacher that has ever existed. That is where we have 
to start. When considering anything in Scripture, our starting points as new covenant 
believers is how did Christ fulfil such. 
 
And, though, I plan to look at how Jesus functioned in all five of these ministries, in 
this post I particularly want to consider how Jesus was the great apostle. Again, one 
might have never thought of Jesus as an apostle. Most think of Paul in regards to an 
apostolic ministry. But Jesus was truly an apostle and, again, He was the greatest 
apostle that ever walked the earth. 
 
Consider these words from the writer to the Hebrews: 
 

Therefore, holy brothers, you who share in a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, 
the apostle and high priest of our confession. (Hebrews 3:1) 

 
Here we see the writer to the Hebrews identifying Jesus as an apostle. But, for many, 
this passage will not necessarily mean much. It might simply point out that Jesus had 
some ‘office’ or ‘position’ as apostle. 
 
But what we really want to know is what practically made Jesus an apostle? He did 
not just walk around with a business card with the title, ‘apostle’, written on it. So 
what is an apostle? 
 
The word apostle (Greek apostolos) simply means ‘sent one’. Though so many people 
have so many conceptions of what an apostle is (of which I hope to address at least 
most ideas), in its essence, the word simply means ‘sent one’. And the verb for sent, 
in the Greek, is apostello. 
 
Yet, what is also interesting to note is that the Greek word, apostolos, and the Latin 
word, missum (where we get our word missionary), mean exactly the same thing. 
They both mean ‘sent one’. In a most simple understanding, apostle = missionary and 
missionary = apostle. That doesn’t mean every missionary functions in an apostolic 
ministry. Of course not. Still, in their essence, they are synonyms. But I am probably 
getting a little ahead of myself. 
 
Therefore, knowing what the word apostle means (sent one), we can definitely concur 
that Jesus was an apostle. Remember? He was sent by the Father with a specific 
mission to accomplish. I mean, I really don’t need to quote Scripture to show this, but 
let’s consider a few passages. 
 
In Nazareth, Jesus announced He had be sent with this mission: 



 
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me 
to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent [apostello] me to proclaim liberty to the captives 
and recovering of sight to the blind, 
to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” (Luke 4:18-19) 

 
We see other Scriptures pointing to the fact that Christ had been sent by the Father: 
 

Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, and whoever 
receives me, receives not me but him who sent [apostello] me. (Mark 9:37) 
 
But he said to them, “I must preach the good news of the kingdom of God to 
the other towns as well; for I was sent [apostello] for this purpose.” (Luke 
4:43) 
 
For he whom God has sent [apostello] utters the words of God, for he gives 
the Spirit without measure. (John 3:34) 

 
Again, I cannot emphasise enough that Paul, or Peter, were not the greatest apostles to 
ever live. That’s one mistake we regularly make. Jesus and Jesus alone stands as the 
great apostle, for He completely fulfilled the mission for which He was sent by the 
Father. 
 
Therefore, it must be duly noted that an apostle, any apostle, is only able to function 
as an apostle because Jesus was the first and greatest apostle. This will have important 
ramifications later on as we consider the ministry of an apostle. 
 
Still, I must say that I am truly glad that Christ is the great and faithful apostle of our 
confession (Hebrews 3:1). I think you would all agree as well. 
 
Jesus as Prophet, Evangelist, Pastor and Teacher 
I’m in the early days of a series on the ministry gifts of Ephesians 4. In my own 
studies of Scripture, I am convinced of the necessity of all five of these giftings to 
help equip the body of Christ to accomplish all that God desires. Yes, that means I 
believe both the ministries of apostle and prophet still exist today, actually are needed 
today. 
 
Now, I do realise such is a loaded proposition (I am already beginning to dodge the 
stones left and right). But I am slowly working my way forward as I share why I 
believe Jesus still desires to gift people in these ministries. In simple form, I listed 
these three points: 
 

• Jesus, Himself, functioned in all five of these ministries. 
• The body of Christ is now called to be all of Christ in all of the earth. 
• Therefore, Christ’s desire is to continue to gift people in all such ministry 

roles. 
 



I also put forth the important point that, when we consider these five ministry roles, 
the best person to start with is Jesus. We don’t start with Paul or Peter or John, nor 
even your favourite pastor. We start with Jesus, since He was the greatest apostle, 
prophet, evangelist, pastor and teacher. 
 
In my last article, I specifically considered how Christ was the great apostle. We 
might not usually think of Jesus as an apostle. But He was the greatest ‘sent one’ in 
the history of mankind. And He was faithful to the Father’s mission (missionary and 
apostle are very synonymous in meaning). 
 
So, in this article, I want to finish out considering how Jesus was not only the great 
apostle, but also the great prophet, evangelist, pastor and teacher. 
 
Jesus As Prophet 
When we speak of Jesus as a prophet, we can possibly think of other religions (Islam, 
etc.) that would only consider Jesus as a ‘good prophet’, but would not consider Him 
the divine Son. Thus, to refer to Jesus as a prophet can sound derogatory to some 
Christians. 
 
But, while we most assuredly would affirm Christ’s divinity as part of our Triune 
God, we also must recognise Christ as the greatest prophet who ever walked the earth. 
And, if we think about it, that’s not too difficult of a proposition. We see some 
references in the New Testament to Jesus as prophet, though many rejected Him as 
such: 
 

And though he [Herod the tetrarch] wanted to put him [Jesus] to death, he 
feared the people, because they held him to be a prophet. (Matthew 14:5) 
 
10 And when he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred up, saying, 
“Who is this?” 11 And the crowds said, “This is the prophet Jesus, from 
Nazareth of Galilee.” (Matthew 21:10-11) 
 
17 And he said to them, “What is this conversation that you are holding with 
each other as you walk?” And they stood still, looking sad. 18 Then one of 
them, named Cleopas, answered him, “Are you the only visitor to Jerusalem 
who does not know the things that have happened there in these days?” 19 
And he said to them, “What things?” And they said to him, “Concerning Jesus 
of Nazareth, a man who was a prophet mighty in deed and word before God 
and all the people, 20 and how our chief priests and rulers delivered him up to 
be condemned to death, and crucified him.” (Luke 24:17-20) 

 
We recognise Jesus as a prophet because He spoke the very words of God (see John 
3:34). And, even more, we see Jesus was the very Word of God made flesh (John 
1:1). Thus, I think we can all pretty much agree Jesus was the great prophet that was 
to come. 
 
Jesus As Evangelist 
Not only was Jesus an apostle and a prophet, but He was also an evangelist. The word 
evangelist (Greek euaggelistes) simply means ‘a bearer of good news’. And, it is the 



word gospel (Greek euaggelion) that means ‘good news’. So, yes, Jesus was 
definitely the great evangelist bringing good news to humanity: 
 

14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the 
gospel of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God 
is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” (Mark 1:14-15) 

 
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 
because he has anointed me 
to proclaim good news to the poor. 
He has sent [apostello] me to proclaim liberty to the captives 
and recovering of sight to the blind, 
to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.” (Luke 4:18-19) 

 
Jesus As Pastor 
Again, we might not have ever realised Jesus was a pastor, but that’s because the 
word can somewhat throw us off. 
 
To be honest, I’m not a huge fan of the word pastor. Now, it is a sufficient word. But 
so many people have such unhelpful ideas about this word that I prefer a better word 
– shepherd. And that’s what the Greek word (poimen) literally means. In our English 
versions of the Bible, the Greek word only gets translated as pastor one time, and that 
is in the passage being discussed from Ephesians 4. Everywhere else, it gets translated 
as shepherd. 
 
Therefore, noting that poimen literally means shepherd, we can definitely note how 
Christ is the great shepherd, or pastor, of God’s people: 
 

I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 
(John 10:11) 
 
For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and 
Overseer of your souls. (1 Peter 2:25) 

 
In its essence, a shepherd is called to care for, feed and lead the sheep. And, as the 
good shepherd, that is exactly what Jesus did and still does today. God, Himself, is 
shepherding His people through Christ (see Ezekiel 34:11-16). 
 
Jesus As Teacher 
We know that Jesus was the greatest teacher of all time. Again, He taught the very 
words of God (again, see John 3:34), even being the Word incarnate Himself. You’d 
expect the Word incarnate to be able to teach the truth of God with accuracy, 
authority and power. Hey, Jesus is even the truth (see John 14:6). 
 
The Hebrew/Aramaic word many times used to describe Christ was Rabbi, which 
literally means teacher. We see this in such passages as these: 
 



Jesus turned and saw them following and said to them, “What are you 
seeking?” And they said to him, “Rabbi” (which means Teacher), “where are 
you staying?” (John 1:38) 
 
1 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the 
Jews. 2 This man came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know 
that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs that you 
do unless God is with him.” (John 3:1-2) 

 
Many times, when Jesus had finished teaching, the crowds would respond with awe at 
the authority and wisdom by which He taught (see Matthew 13:54; Mark 1:22). 
Therefore, Jesus was definitely a teacher par excellence, being Himself the Word and 
the Truth. 
 
So, my main point at this point is to show how Jesus fulfilled all five of these 
ministries mentioned in Ephesians 4:11. Not only that, but He was the greatest to ever 
walk out these five ministries. And as I stated with apostles, I state again here – one 
can only fulfil the ministry of prophet, evangelist, shepherd and teacher because Jesus 
Himself fulfilled those roles. He, and no one else, stands as our great model. 
 
The Holy Spirit in Jesus’ Stead 
In my articles on the Ephesians 4 ministries, also known as the five-fold ministries, I 
emphasised one very important characteristic to remember about Christ. In Ephesians 
4:8-16, we read that, upon His ascension, Jesus gifted people as apostles, prophets, 
evangelists, shepherds (or pastors) and teachers. But, even more importantly, I 
highlighted the fact that Jesus is the greatest apostle, prophet, evangelist, shepherd 
and teacher that has ever lived. 
 
It still might be weird for us to think of Christ in those five ministry roles. We usually 
note Him as prophet, priest and king, which He was. But to think of Jesus as apostle 
or as evangelist, well, that’s maybe not as kosher. And even to consider Christ as a 
prophet or teacher can seem quite derogatory, since Jews and Muslims are willing to 
recognise that about Him, but nothing more. 
 
But do take courage. When referring to Christ as apostle, prophet, evangelist, 
shepherd and teacher, I am not denigrating Him. I’m simply recognising that He 
walked in all five of these ministries. He is still the divine Lord of heaven and earth. 
But He was the faithful apostle, prophet, evangelist, shepherd and teacher. 
 
Yet, even more, any person functioning in these ministries can only function in them 
because Jesus was the greatest one. He is Lord and He is the one who gifts people in 
these ministries, as Ephesians 4:8-16 makes clear. And when we consider what these 
ministries are really about from the biblical perspective, we should not start with Paul 
or Peter or another Scripture writer (though they need to be looked at as well). We 
need to start with Jesus. It sounds so simple, so Sunday-school simple. But these 
ministries are to be centred in Christ, since He was the greatest of all five. 
 
But, here is the problem. Or maybe somewhat of a problem. Jesus is no longer here. 
The great apostle, prophet, evangelist, shepherd and teacher has ascended to the 



Father’s right hand reigning over all. So how do we come to know these ministries 
post-ascension? How do these ministries become a reality today? 
 
Well, this is where we take great courage from the reality that Jesus was faithful to 
His promise to send the Holy Spirit to complete the work He started. Upon Jesus’ 
ascension and enthronement, we are told that the Father and He would send another in 
His place: 
 

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he 
will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to 
you. (John 14:26) 
 
But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the 
Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. 
(John 15:26) 
 
Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I 
do not go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to 
you. (John 16:7) 

 
The Holy Spirit was to be ‘another Advocate’ or ‘another Helper’ like Christ (John 
14:16). He was sent to be in the place of Christ, just as if Christ were still with His 
people. But, whereas, through the incarnation, Jesus was bound by the restrictions of 
being human, the Holy Spirit could come to indwell and empower all of God’s 
people. Therefore, multiple apostles, prophets, evangelists, shepherds and teachers 
could be empowered to fulfil these roles. 
 
Hey, that is very good news! Maybe this is part of acting out those ‘greater works’ 
Jesus promised (John 14:12). 
 
And, so, though it might have been awkward to consider Jesus as apostle, prophet, 
evangelist, shepherd and teacher, how much more difficult is it for us to consider the 
Holy Spirit in those five roles? 
 
Huh? What? 
 
But, the Spirit was the promised One that would come in the place of Christ. He 
would be poured out on all flesh, which took place at the Feast of Pentecost that we 
read about in Acts 2. And He is even continually being poured out upon all people 
who follow Christ today. 
 
But He was not poured out and given to God’s people for tingles and good worship 
experiences in our buildings, though I do not negate those. He was given in the place 
of Christ to accomplish all that Christ had started in His time on earth. Thus, the Holy 
Spirit was called to continue the apostolic, prophetic, evangelistic, shepherding and 
teaching ministries of Jesus. And I think He has done and is doing a fine job as part of 
the Triune God. 
 



So, though it might challenge us beyond our formulated boxes, we must consider that 
the Holy Spirit has an apostolic, prophetic, evangelistic, shepherding and teaching 
role today. He is only finishing out the work Jesus started. 
 
The Holy Spirit Continues the Work of Christ 
In the previous article of this series, I looked at how the Holy Spirit was sent in the 
place of the resurrected Christ who was now reigning at the Father’s right hand. I 
pointed to a few passages in John’s Gospel – from chs. 14, 15 and 16 – which contain 
many words of Jesus on the role of the Holy Spirit once He returned back with the 
Father. 
 
And the promised One – this time being the Holy Spirit – was poured out at the Feast 
of Pentecost, as we read about in Peter’s first address in Acts 2: 
 

Being therefore exalted at the right hand of God, and having received from the 
Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, he has poured out this that you 
yourselves are seeing and hearing. (Acts 2:33) 

 
This is important. The Spirit has come to be another Helper in the place of Christ, just 
as if Christ were still with us. It’s hard to fully grasp the implications of that statement 
– as if Christ were still with us. But maybe that is another article. 
 
While we can point to many facets of the Spirit’s work that is part and parcel in 
continuing the ministry of Jesus, in this series I am trying to highlight how the Spirit 
has come to continue the apostolic, prophetic, evangelistic, shepherding and teaching 
ministry of Christ. 
 
In Ephesians 4:11-13, we read that Christ gave five (or four) specific gifts to the 
church, to help equip them and move towards unity in the faith. Those ministry gifts 
were apostle, prophet, evangelist, shepherd (pastor), and teacher. It was important for 
Jesus to give these giftings to the body because 1) He functioned in all five of these 
ministries and 2) He expected His body to continue with those ministries to 
accomplish all that Christ initiated. 
 
Even more, He was the greatest of these five. But, when He ascended back to the 
Father, Christ was intent to send the Spirit to continue this work. Therefore, though 
we might have never thought of Him in this way, the Holy Spirit is the apostolic, 
prophetic, evangelistic, shepherding and teaching Spirit. 
 
Therefore, below, I wanted to take a moment and show how the Spirit fulfiled all five 
of these ministry roles mentioned in Ephesians 4, of which Christ was the greatest. 
 
The Holy Spirit in His Apostolic Role 
In my article on Christ as apostle, I mentioned that an apostle is essentially one who 
was sent out. Jesus was the great ‘sent one’ from the Father (Mark 9:37; Luke 4:43; 
John 3:34). And, so, with regards to the Spirit’s work, we can easily see His apostolic 
role in that He was sent from both the Father and Christ: 
 



But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he 
will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to 
you. (John 14:26) 
 
But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the 
Spirit of truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me. 
(John 15:26) 

 
The Spirit was sent with a mission to accomplish – glorify Christ, bear witness about 
Christ and continue the work of Christ. Thus, there can be no denying that the Holy 
Spirit is the apostolic Spirit. 
 
The Holy Spirit in His Prophetic Role 
We obviously know that it is the Spirit who uses God’s people in the gift of prophecy 
(see 1 Corinthians 12:8-11). With a passage I already quoted above, we also see the 
Spirit’s ‘prophetic’ role in bringing to remembrance what Christ had taught: 
 

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he 
will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to 
you. (John 14:26) 

 
This should not be seen as just a cognitive exercise of the brain, but an actual ministry 
of the Holy Spirit. And we can even see this in our lives as, many times, we do not 
have a Bible with us, yet the Spirit brings to remembrance a specific passage that 
becomes relevant and speaks into our specific situations. 
 
There is also another interesting phrase from the book of Revelation that we should 
consider about prophecy: 
 

For the testimony of Jesus is the spirit of prophecy. (Revelation 19:10) 
 
In all things, prophecy is to be Christocentric, Jesus-centred. It does not mean that 
every prophecy must specifically mention the name of Jesus. But, the ultimate 
purpose of prophecy is to help us see Christ clearer and clearer, being drawn more 
and more into an understanding of Him, the Scriptures and His purposes. This specific 
goal of the prophetic function of the Spirit is also seen through passages like this: 
 

He [the Spirit] will glorify me [Jesus], for he will take what is mine and 
declare it to you. (John 16:14) 

 
So, we can see that, as Jesus did, so does the Holy Spirit function as both apostle and 
prophet. 
 
The Holy Spirit in His Evangelistic Role 
Just for review sake, the word evangelist (Greek euaggelistes) simply means ‘a bearer 
of good news’. And, it is the word gospel (Greek euaggelion) that means ‘good 
news’. Therefore, the Holy Spirit definitely has an evangelistic role in getting the 
good news out to the nations. It is He that was sent to empower God’s people to 
accomplish such a mission: 
 



But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you 
will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end 
of the earth. (Acts 1:8) 

 
The proclamation of the good news cannot be left down to our clever ideas and 
competent public speaking skills. The gospel is the ‘power of God for salvation’ 
(Romans 1:16) and we need the Holy Spirit to empower us in accomplishing such a 
task (check out 1 Thessalonians 1:5). 
 
The Holy Spirit in His Shepherding Role 
Whereas we might have never thought of Jesus as a ‘pastor’, we saw that He truly had 
a shepherding role, for He was the Good Shepherd (see John 10). The same stands 
true for the Holy Spirit. We know that, in Christ’s stead, He is shepherding God’s 
sheep. In Jesus’ excursus on the Holy Spirit in John 14-16, we see such a pastoral 
role: 
 

16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with 
you forever, 17 even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, 
because it neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with 
you and will be in you. (John 14:16-17) 

 
The Greek word, which we translate as Helper, Comforter or Advocate, is parakletos. 
The word literally means, ‘one called alongside’. That is a very helpful description of 
the Holy Spirit in His shepherding role. He is one called alongside the body of Christ, 
even dwelling within them, to strengthen, encourage, exhort, and even rebuke when 
needed. 
 
Interesting to note is that the Greek word for encouragement is parakaleō, which 
means ‘to call alongside’. Thus, we can see that the Holy Spirit is given a role of 
encouragement, and one would expect such a ministry from such a shepherd. 
 
The Holy Spirit in His Teaching Role 
We have already noted this passage quite a few times in regards to the work and 
ministry of the Holy Spirit, but we quote it one more time: 
 

But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he 
will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to 
you. (John 14:26) 

 
Though regular study of the Bible and theology is very important, along with 
considering the many writings of scholars and theologians through the years, what we 
ultimately need in understanding the things of God and the Scripture is for the Holy 
Spirit to teach us. God forbid that we ever become a people that study the Scriptures 
without reliance upon the revelatory and illuminating ministry of the Spirit! 
 
Some Summary Thoughts 
As I have noted continually, Christ was the greatest apostle, prophet, evangelist, 
shepherd and teacher in the history of mankind! He fulfilled these five roles with such 
grace, such humility and such power. He was the faithful One. 
 



But the Father and Son purposefully sent the Holy Spirit to be in the place of the 
resurrected and ascended Christ. It was to be as if Christ never left! Thus, we should 
only expect the Spirit to function in an apostolic, a prophetic, an evangelistic, a 
shepherding and a teaching ministry. And that is what He does! 
 
Therefore, as the Spirit has been sent to indwell and empower God’s people, fulfilling 
the role of Christ, we would expect that God’s people, as a whole body, are called to 
be apostolic, prophetic, evangelistic, pastoral and teachers of the truth. This is what I 
shall consider in my next post. 
 
The Body of Christ Continuing the Ministry of Christ 
The major premise of this article is that the entire body of Christ, the one new man in 
Christ (see Ephesians 2:13-16), has been called to be all of Christ to all of the earth. 
Thus, with such a calling to fulfil the ministry of Christ, this means we, as the body, 
are to walk as an apostolic, prophetic, evangelistic, shepherding and teaching 
community. 
 
No, I’m not at the place yet of showing why I believe apostles and prophets still exist 
today (I won’t need to prove to anyone that evangelists, shepherds-pastors and 
teachers still exist). I’m simply showing how the body of Christ is called to fulfil all 
ministries of Christ by the power of the Spirit of Christ. Thus, we are inherently an 
apostolic, prophetic, evangelistic, shepherding and teaching people. 
 
But let’s move on… 
 
God’s People in Their Apostolic Role 
What is an apostle again? Essentially a ‘sent one’. That’s what it means to be 
apostolic in its essence. 
 
Thus, I think we all can recognise that God’s people have been sent into the world to 
be a mission-minded people. This is our apostolic calling! We see this in the Great 
Commission of Matthew 28:18-20 and through the apostolic commission of Acts 1:8 
in which we were sent to the ends of the earth. 
 
God has called us to be ‘ministers of reconciliation’ proclaiming that, in Christ, God 
is reconciling people to Himself (2 Corinthians 5:18-20). Therefore, we are to be a 
company of apostles with an apostolic mission in this world. 
 
God’s People in Their Prophetic Role 
I’m not sure I need to put to much here, as I wrote a whole article on the topic of the 
prophethood of all believers1. Yep, you read correctly. Of course we are a priesthood 
as well. But we are also a prophethood (and even what we might call a ‘royalhood’, 
but that’s another day and time.) 
 
We can see this overall call to the body of Christ through Peter’s quotation of Joel in 
his Pentecost sermon. After the Spirit had been poured out, this is what Peter says: 
 

16 But this is what was uttered through the prophet Joel: 

                                                
1 http://prodigalthought.net/2009/07/10/the-prophethood-of-all-believers 



17 “‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my 
Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, 
and your young men shall see visions, 
and your old men shall dream dreams; 
18 even on my male servants and female servants 
in those days I will pour out my Spirit, and they shall prophesy. (Acts 2:16-18) 

 
Peter has a revelation that, what Joel had prophesied long ago, it was being fulfilled 
right in their midst. Joel had said that, in the last days (which was being inaugurated 
right then and there), the Spirit would be poured out on all flesh (Joel 2:28-29)! 
 
No longer would there be a gender divide of who is qualified to receive the Spirit – 
sons and daughters, males and females would both be included. And there would also 
be no more age barrier – young and old were both included. The Spirit was now 
available to all of God’s people, not just a select few. 
 
What was the fruit of such an outpouring of the Spirit: ‘and they shall prophesy’ (Acts 
2:18). Moses had made God’s heart clear long ago, but here was the fulfilment of 
those words uttered long ago: 
 

Would that all the LORD’s people were prophets, that the LORD would put 
his Spirit on them! (Numbers 11:29) 

 
Thus, at Pentecost, we see the firstfruits of the prophethood of all believers. And for 
the past 2,000 years, God has continued to utilise his prophetic community in the 
earth. 
 
God’s People in Their Evangelistic Role 
We already touched on this somewhat in the apostolic role of God’s people, but just 
as a reminder, we are a people who have been sent into the world with good news. 
That’s what evangelists are – bearers of God news. And I would venture to say that 
the entire body of Christ, though maybe not each individual gifted as an evangelist, 
has good news to share. 
 
We are an evangelistic people who bear the gospel, looking to make disciples of those 
who respond. 
 
God’s People in Their Shepherding Role 
Sure, as with the rest of these five ministry gifts, Jesus gifts specific people as pastor-
shepherds, though I suppose we easily get off-base with what this gift really is about. 
But we, as a community of God’s people, are also called together to care for one 
another. With the Spirit in us, we can offer words of strength, encouragement and 
challenge as we sense God’s leading. What a great opportunity to care for those in our 
family, the body of Christ. 
 
Below are just a couple of passages for consideration: 
 

24…But God has so composed the body, giving greater honour to the part that 
lacked it, 25 that there may be no division in the body, but that the members 
may have the same care for one another. (1 Corinthians 12:24-25) 



 
1 Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual 
should restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you 
too be tempted. 2 Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law of Christ. 
(Galatians 6:1-2) 

 
I’ve always loved these words of spiritual writer Larry Crabb: 
 

‘That cry from your heart is your longing to be part of a true church, to 
participate in spiritual community, to engage in spiritual conversations of 
worship with God and co-journeying with others. You yearn for a safe place, a 
community of friends who are hungry for God, who know what it means to 
sense the Spirit moving within them as they speak with you. You long for 
brothers and sisters who are intent not on figuring out how to improve your 
life, but on being with you wherever your journey leads. You want to know 
and be known in conversations that aren’t really about you or anyone else but 
Christ.’ (The Safest Place on Earth, p19) 

 
Christ has called us to be a relationally-based, caring body and not simply a social 
club to attend once a week. 
 
God’s People in Their Teaching Role 
The new covenant declares the great truth that God’s people could know God 
themselves. There would be no need for the mediatoral work of a special group of 
people. 
 

31 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32 not like the 
covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they broke, 
though I was their husband, declares the LORD. 33 But this is the covenant 
that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares the LORD: I 
will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. And I will be 
their God, and they shall be my people. 34 And no longer shall each one teach 
his neighbour and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall 
all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I 
will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” (Jeremiah 
31:31-34) 

 
This does not mean we completely negate the role and function of teachers, as other 
passages show the importance of such, especially the Scripture we are looking at in 
Ephesians 4. But we no longer need such a sacerdotal system to act as mediators, 
since we are all part of the royal and holy priesthood of God (see 1 Peter 2:4-10). 
 
We are the ones who have been set free by the truth (John 8:31-32 ). Thus, we are not 
called to solely study God’s Word so that we can be puffed up with great theological 
knowledge (see 1 Corinthians 8:1 ). Such completely misses the point. Rather, we 
study His God-breathed Word so that we can be used in helping others know God for 
themselves, being set free by the truth. This we can do in the strength of God’s Spirit. 
 



Some Summary Thoughts 
Thus, the community of Christ continues to have the call to be all of Christ in all of 
the world. This means embracing our apostolic, prophetic, evangelistic, shepherding 
and teaching ministry as the whole body of Christ together. Of course, Christ gifts 
various individuals in these ministries, with these particular people helping us be 
better equipped and more effective in this areas of ministry. But we should never 
negate our calling as a whole community. 
 
And, I suppose that, as we do this together, we will have quite an effective ministry 
amongst the world in which we live. 
 
Why It All Matters 
When I write or teach, I tend to talk a bunch of theology and doctrine while forgetting 
to consider many practical matters. And we all know that, theological talk (or jabber) 
without practically walking out the truth, this is not true biblical theology. Or we 
should know that. 
 
So I’m aware of my tendencies. I can try and wax eloquent about certain things (I said 
try), but, in the end, I really want it to be a practical reality that affects our lives. 
 
In the midst of this series on the Ephesians 4 ministry gifts, some might ask, ‘What’s 
the point? Why does it all matter?’ 
 
And the question is more directed at me, not the Scriptures. 
 
Really, why does it matter? Is it really that important whether or not we believe 
apostles and prophets still exist today? Not to mention, if we want to lean towards 
such a belief, we’ve got a lot of Christianity standing against such a belief. 
 
Well, let me start off by saying I do not believe this is an essential doctrine of the 
faith. I do not see this up there with things such as the divinity-humanity (yes, both) 
of Christ, monotheism and the Tri-unity of God at the same time, salvation by grace 
through faith alone, as well as a couple of others. This does not belong with those. 
 
But, I do believe this whole thing comes down to a very important part of the praxis 
of our faith, what it means to live out our faith in a practical way in the earth. 
 
It’s not just about whether one believes apostles and prophets still exist today. It 
comes down to what I have emphasised from the beginning: Jesus was the great 
apostle, prophet, evangelist, shepherd and teacher, and His desire is that His body, His 
representation on the earth, continue on in the ministries of the Christ. As I keep 
reiterating, we are to be all of Christ in all of the earth. 
 
The broken record is still turning, I know. But I cannot emphasise these things 
enough. And thankfully Jesus has sent the Spirit, the apostolic-prophetic-evangelistic-
shepherding-teaching Spirit to indwell and empower God’s people to be all of Christ 
in all of the earth. That’s just how it is whether we like it or not. 
 
I’m really not to bothered about titles. Well, matter of fact, I’m not sure we can find 
precedence that these five ministry gifts are to be considered as titles. They are 



ministries, meaning they are serving gifts. That is of utmost importance. They are 
given to the help equip and prepare the body of Christ for works of service 
themselves. And as they equip and prepare us, we will move towards unity and 
maturity, which is our goal. If you don’t believe me, re-read Ephesians 4:11-16. The 
mandate is quite clear. 
 
I know plenty of people that get on with shepherding and teaching and evangelising, 
but have never been recognised in these ministries. I think Jesus is quite happy about 
that. He remembers what it was like to not be recognised by the established leadership 
of his day. But He was very faithful in being what He had been sent to do by the 
Father. 
 
And so I suppose there are many apostles and prophets getting on with being 
apostolic and prophetic without any recognition. Matter of fact, I am pretty certain of 
it. And Jesus continues to smile upon that as well. 
 
What He frowns upon are those self-proclaimed, self-titled men and women who 
don’t have any idea of what it truly means to lead (think first and foremost serve), no 
matter what ministry-gifting capacity they see themselves in. I think that might be 
worse than having a little bad doctrine. 
 
So, this really does all matter. We really want to be all that Christ has called us to be. 
And so, if one is not interested in recognising present-day apostolic and prophetic 
ministries, I’m really not going to get too bent out of shape (as if one cares about my 
opinion). But, in the end, we must get on with being an apostolic, prophetic, 
evangelistic, shepherding and teaching community. That is our call as the body of 
Christ, since He, Himself, walked in those five ministries. 
 
I suppose I do see a little difficulty in the body truly being apostolic and prophetic if 
we don’t have apostles and prophets equipping us to be such. They are gifted people 
given to help us. We should be willing to receive such gifts of grace. 
 
But I also know the apostolic, prophetic, evangelistic, shepherding and teaching Spirit 
indwells the body of Christ. So, of course, He will be our best teacher. Nevertheless, I 
do believe He wants to use those gifted in these five ministries. 
 
So, if we want to split hairs in the end, if we want to categorise certain ministries as 
ceasing after a certain time period, after the canon was completed and passed along to 
us, I’m not going to fight with someone over this. Matter of fact, I have a good 
respect for those who have noble hearts to protect the apostolic faith handed down to 
us, which the Scripture so faithfully attests to. I share common ground here. 
 
But, I will be passionate to argue that this truly matters in that we need to get on with 
being Christ in the earth. You, I, the entire body of Christ in every nation, culture and 
church background must get on with being all of Christ in all of the earth. 
 
And, because it matters, it means we better get on with functioning as an apostolic, 
prophetic, evangelistic, shepherding and teaching community. If we don’t do so, we 
will fall short. If we don’t do so, we will miss the mark that Paul points to in 



Ephesians 4:11-16. And we might just find ourselves waiting a little longer for Christ 
to come and consummate what He expected His body to continue on with. 
 
Let us be challenged with why this really does matter. 
 
First, Some Practical Points 
I am well aware that many people would disagree with my conclusion that apostles 
and prophets are still much needed amongst the body of Christ today in an effort to 
help God’s people continue to be fully equipped and prepared for works of service. At 
least that is what Paul said these ministry gifts are for. And, interestingly enough, he 
says that these gifts were given ‘until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the 
fullness of Christ’. 
 
I think we would all agree we are not there yet, hence the continuing need of these 
ministries to help us move towards that goal of unity and maturity. And with Jesus 
being the greatest one to ever function in all five of these ministries, and with Him 
sending the Spirit to continue in all five of these ministries, then I would only, could 
only, expect that He would desire His body to continue functioning in all five of these 
ministries. 
 
Of course, many would say, ‘It’s not that simple, Scott.’ Well, I lean towards it being 
that simple. But I am willing to walk down the not-so-worn path of biblically and 
theologically considering all things necessary. 
 
I shared in my last article why I believe this all matters practically. I have continually 
emphasised that we are called to be all of Jesus to all of the world. So that means that 
all the ministries of Jesus would be presently needed. 
 
Of course, I’m not too worried about titles, though I would remind us that these five 
ministries are just that – ministry gifts – and not titles. Therefore, in the end, the most 
important thing is not whether or not we officially recognise present day apostles and 
prophets. Jesus wasn’t recognised by the main religious establishment of His day. But 
He just got on with what He was sent to do. 
 
Thus, the important thing is that we, as the body of Christ, get on with functioning 
apostolically and prophetically in this world, as well as evangelistically, pastorally 
and as teachers of truth. That is our mandate in fulfilling the ministry of Christ. 
 
But I do want to visit one other area before moving on to more of an apologetic for 
the present day ministries of apostles of prophets. What I want to do is consider some 
important characteristics about those who would function in these ministry roles, 
meaning all five of them, not just apostles and prophets. 
 
I am well aware, almost too aware, of the reality that there are many today walking 
around calling themselves apostles and prophets. In some circles, it is the trend and 
excitement of the day. But, unfortunately, many of these people have no idea what it 
means to function in apostolic or prophetic ministries. And their lack of understanding 
seems to start at the more basic level rather than the specific intricacies of the 
ministries, in that they don’t really emulate the heart of Jesus in their ministry. 



 
And so there are a few practical realities that these people must be willing to walk out 
in their lives or we then they really don’t know what it means to be an apostle or a 
prophet, at least in the sense of how Jesus walked them out. 
 
Thus, below, I list five characteristics that I believe are absolutely needed in the life of 
any leader, not just apostles and prophets. 
 
1) Servant-heart 
What I find unfortunate is that so many people, I’m talking about Christians here, 
think that leadership is all about the glamour and the stage. There is an over-obsession 
with the platform, the microphone, the attention. They flock to it. 
 
But nothing could be further from the truth. Leadership, especially apostolic and 
prophetic leadership, must understand that we are first and foremost called to be 
servants. Jesus said it this way: 
 

25 But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know that the rulers of the 
Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 
26 It shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must 
be your servant, 27 and whoever would be first among you must be your 
slave, 28 even as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to 
give his life as a ransom for many.” (Matthew 20:25-28) 

 
The idea that greatness comes from standing before a crowd, preaching before the 
masses, etc, is not found in the heart of Jesus ever. He knew nothing of the sort. 
Matter of fact, let these words in John’s Gospel penetrate our hearts: 
 

3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, and that 
he had come from God and was going back to God, 4 rose from supper. He 
laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist. 5 
Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to 
wipe them with the towel that was wrapped around him. (John 13:3-5) 

 
Here was the divine Son of God who knew that the Father had given all things into 
His hands. So, what does He do? He removes his outer clothing and stoops down to 
wash the feet of the disciples. All I can say is, ‘Absolutely astounding!’ If many of us 
were in that position, how would we have responded? 
 
That is leadership, that is apostolic leadership – having a servant heart. 
 
2) Teamwork 
Somehow, many can easily turn to Acts and Paul’s letters and come to a conclusion 
that Paul was something of a lone ranger. But such is quite far from reality. Even 
more, Jesus Himself had a team mindset, even though He was the Son of God. 
 
He continually relied on the Father (see John 5:19) and the work of the Spirit in His 
life (Matthew 1:18; Matthew 3:16-17; Luke 4:1-2, 14). He could envision nothing less 
than working with the Father and Spirit. 
 



And, coming back to Paul, let’s consider how many people worked with him in his 
ministry. Paul was the pioneer of apostolic team and apostolic company. Who knows 
how many ministry partners Paul had. Maybe 75+. 
 
So, teamwork is absolutely important from a biblical standpoint. There is no room for 
unaccountable, lone rangers spouting off their revelations. They are to stay in 
relationship with other leaders and the body of Christ. But let me also say that we 
don’t do this just to say we have it. We are called to also value such input to those we 
are in relationship with. 
 
3) Called of God 
You would think this would be an easy one to figure out, but many step into certain 
roles for many reasons apart from being called of God – pressure, popularity, 
selfishness, etc. But this just doesn’t work. And those trying to function in any 
ministry role without the calling, those people will just do damage to the body. 
 
But how does one know they are called? Well, I would contend that, most times, it 
comes through the recognition of other leaders. Check out Paul and Barnabas’ 
apostolic calling in Acts 13: 
 

1 Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas, 
Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a member of the 
court of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 While they were worshiping the Lord 
and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work to which I have called them.” 3 Then after fasting and praying they laid 
their hands on them and sent them off. (Acts 13:1-3) 

 
Therefore, God has not left us to fight on our own. Such thinking is absolutely 
unbiblical. He has given us other leaders within the body of Christ to which we are to 
be in relationship with, and they are present to help confirm and affirm the calling of 
God, especially a call to lead God’s people in any capacity. 
 
4) Cares For People 
Of course, there are those who are specifically gifted as shepherds. But there is the 
reality that all leaders are called to be shepherds and carers of the flock in some sense. 
 
A prophet is not called to come in and tear everyone down. But for some reason many 
view prophets in such a way. As Paul clarifies: 
 

On the other hand, the one who prophesies speaks to people for their 
upbuilding and encouragement and consolation. (1 Corinthians 14:3) 

 
Shepherds want to be with the sheep, or they should. Leaders desire to be with the 
people they lead, for leaders ultimately lead people not programmes. Therefore, if 
someone does not know how to care for others, they really don’t know how to 
function in any ministry, much less that of an apostle and prophet. 
 
For an interesting study, read 2 Corinthians. Paul regularly shows how his apostolic 
and shepherding heart were coupled together. That’s why it is one of my favourite 
letters. 



 
5) Leaders Have Followers 
Finally, I would remind us that leaders have followers. As I’ve probably said before, 
no leader is self-appointed and self-proclaimed. True leaders will be recognised by 
other godly leaders. And, at the same time, they will have people who follow them. 
Such leadership cannot be forced but comes as we serve and shepherd those within 
our context. 
 
Matter of fact, as a general principle to consider, before anyone is ever officially 
appointed into any leadership ministry and role, they should probably already be 
functioning in such. The reason why we recognise someone as an evangelist or 
teacher is that we see the fruit of such ministries in their lives. The same is true of 
apostles and prophets. These people should already be walking it out before any 
official recognition and laying on of hands, that being the biblical practice of 
recognising such ministries (see Acts 13:1-3). 
 
But, in all, we must remember that the people are drawn to those that are truly called 
to lead. A leader is no leader if he or she has no followers. 
 
So, as I end, I want to make very clear that apostles and prophets are not some kind of 
super-human group of which we should pay some special homage to. Nor should they 
be viewed as people who are not called into accountable relationships. Such is 
absolutely uncalled for since it is unbiblical. 
 
These ministries, these gifted people, should understand these five characteristics, 
since all five were emulated in the life of Christ, Himself. These leading ministries are 
to be servants, understand teamwork, be called of God, deeply care for people and 
they will have followers. 
 
Apostles in the New Testament (Part 1) 
Let’s be honest. The question really revolves around this: Does Christ actually still 
gift people in all five of these ministries today, especially as apostles and prophets? 
 
In answering this question, we need to look at some specific Scriptures, as well as 
handle some of the objections that could arise. In doing so, I’ll start with the ministry 
of apostle. 
 
Apostles Today 
The problem with stating that one believes apostles still exist today is that there is so 
much baggage that comes to the forefront of people’s minds with such an assertion. I 
mean, if we really believe apostles (and prophets) exist today, we have a lot of 
questions to deal with, not to mention a lot of unhelpful and unbiblical practices from 
those claiming to be apostles and prophets today. Could this ever look like what God 
intended, you know, looking like the great apostle and prophet – Jesus? 
 
Still, here is a principle we must remember with regards to misconceptions, misuses 
and abuses of good and godly things: Misunderstandings, misuses and abuses should 
not lead to no use. Rather it should lead to healthy and Biblical use. 
 
So, in the forthcoming articles, I will approach the topic in this order: 



 
1. Apostles in New Testament Scripture. 
2. Objections to the existence of apostles today. 
3. What an apostle actually is. 

 
Apostles in the New Testament 
When most people think of New Testament apostles, the usual thought that comes to 
mind is that there were only the twelve, or we possibly remember to include Paul. 
But, in actuality, there were a few more apostles than just the twelve, or the thirteen 
(the twelve and Paul). Let’s look at the apostles from the first century, or at least those 
we can learn something about from the New Testament Scripture: 
 
a) The twelve (including Matthias who replaced Judas Iscariot) 
Together, this group had a very special and unique role in the beginning with the 
church. We might even say they had a role unlike any other, even unlike Paul. 
 
These twelve physically walked and talked with the Lord Jesus. They were known as 
‘the twelve apostles of the Lamb’ (Revelation 21:4). Whereas the old covenant was 
established on the twelve tribes of Israel, the new covenant would be established 
under the leadership of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. Hence, their unique and 
foundational role. 
 
Of course there is more to discuss with regards to their role (and the other New 
Testament apostles we shall mention). But, suffice it to say, we can start by all 
agreeing that these twelve were very important and foundational as apostles. 
 
b) Paul 
Some might not actually realise this, but Paul was not a part of the original twelve. 
Ok, anyone who reads this article knows this, but it is interesting to listen to our 
communication. We speak of ‘the twelve’ as if they were the only apostles. But they 
weren’t, right? 
 
I am aware that, at varying times, some have tried to teach that Paul was actually 
God’s better choice to replace Judas Iscariot, rather than Matthias. This is because, in 
Acts 1:26, we read that the eleven had cast lots for help in making the decision for 
replacing Judas. Therefore, some would point to this act as very unspiritual and that 
Paul would have been the proper replacement if only they had waited for the 
outpouring of the Spirit at Pentecost. 
 
But such is a very weak case. From a Jewish perspective, casting lots was not without 
warrant, as the they believed God was in control of the lots (see Proverbs 16:33). 
Plus, the prayer of the eleven found in Acts 1:24-25 shows quite clearly who they 
were seeking and trusting in. 
 
Proponents that say Paul should have been part of the initial twelve will also point to 
another passage in support of their case: 
 

Last of all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. (1 Corinthians 
15:8) 

 



This verse is used as a proof-text that Paul, though an apostle, had not been in a place 
to be included with the twelve since he was ‘one untimely born’. Thus, again, if the 
twelve had only waited, and not cast lots for the decision, it would have been made 
clearer to them that Paul was to be the twelfth and final apostle. But such a claim is 
only conjecture without much substance. 
 
Matthias was the God-chosen replacement, as we see in the Scripture passages above. 
He was the one to complete the all-important team of the twelve apostles of the Lamb. 
 
Even more, such a theory that Paul was the better choice to complete that first circle 
of twelve is shown as forced when we realise there were actually more apostles than 
the twelve and Paul. So, let’s move on. 
 
c) Barnabas 
This is the first person that many do not realise was an apostle: 
 

But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, they tore their garments 
and rushed out into the crowd, crying out…(Acts 14:14) 

 
Barnabas and Paul made a formidable apostolic team for quite a while. Oddly enough, 
it seems Barnabas was functioning in some kind of apostolic role even before Paul. 
We read about this in Acts 11:19-26. Here we also see that Barnabas probably had an 
active role in seeing Paul grow and mature. And one can only wonder if Paul learned 
how to more faithfully function as an apostle through the teaching and encouragement 
from Barnabas. 
 
Later on, we see Paul and Barnabas’ apostolic commissioning together in the Syrian 
Antioch church: 
 

1 Now there were in the church at Antioch prophets and teachers, Barnabas, 
Simeon who was called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen a member of the 
court of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. 2 While they were worshiping the Lord 
and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the 
work to which I have called them.” 3 Then after fasting and praying they laid 
their hands on them and sent them off. (Acts 13:1-3) 

 
With regards to Paul’s calling as an apostle, many believe that when he saw Jesus on 
the Damascus road (Acts 9:1-9), this was not only his conversion, but also his 
apostolic commission. Now, there is no doubt that the substance of his calling could 
have somehow been made known at that time, and especially when Ananias showed 
up to lay hands on him for the regaining of his sight and being filled with the Spirit 
(read the Lord’s words to Ananias in Acts 9:15-16). 
 
But it’s also interesting to read the words of Acts 13:4 – ‘So, being sent out by the 
Holy Spirit, they went down to Seleucia, and from there they sailed to Cyprus.’ That’s 
it! They were sent out by the Spirit of God. And, of course, that’s what it means to be 
apostolic. As I stated quite a few times early on in this series, the word literally 
means, ‘sent one’. 
 



Of course, not every missionary or ‘sent one’ is an apostle. But that is part of the core 
of what it means to function in the ministry of apostle. Hence, the Spirit sent out Paul 
and Barnabas as an apostolic team. An apostle is aware of his apostolic 
commissioning, that being why they were sent out. 
 
And it seems that, in Galatians 2:9-10, we see James, Peter (Cephas) and John 
confirming Paul’s and Barnabas’ calling. Therefore, Barnabas had an instrumental 
apostolic gifting and ministry, and maybe even before Paul ever really functioned in 
his apostolic role amongst the early church. 
 
d) James, the brother of Jesus 
James, the physical brother of Jesus, was also an apostle. We can see this from Paul’s 
words when he recounts his visit to Jerusalem in his letter to the Galatians: 
 

But I saw none of the other apostles except James the Lord’s brother. 
(Galatians 1:19) 

 
It is also possible that 1 Corinthians 15:7 is a statement about the apostolic calling of 
James, but it matters little knowing the statement in Galatians 1:19. Along with Peter 
and John, we see that James had a major role in the first local church in Jerusalem 
(Galatians 2:9). This is also shown through his role in the Jerusalem council of Acts 
15:13-21. 
 
Summary Thoughts 
Now, for students of the word, it will not have been hard to remember and recognise 
the apostolic ministries of people like Barnabas and James, even though they were 
outside of ‘the twelve and Paul’. Of course, some might say, ‘Well, yes, James wrote 
Scripture. Thus, he was an apostle.’ But what about Barnabas? We are not sure he 
wrote anything in Scripture. He could have possibly written the letter to the Hebrews. 
But we are not certain. 
 
And this is where I believe we can start to get off course with regards to what an 
apostle is and what it means to function in an apostolic ministry. There were not just 
twelve apostles. Nor were they first and foremost called to record Scripture. Of 
course, some of the twelve did, and some others outside the twelve did write what we 
now have in the God-breathed canon of Scripture. I do not negate the importance of 
such an act. 
 
But this is not really the essence of what it means to be an apostle, to be apostolic. 
Remember, an apostle is first and foremost a gifting and serving ministry (since 
serving and ministry are synonymous in the Greek). Apostle is not a title so much. 
Thus, we can get side-tracked with simply equating apostle as a Scripture-writer. But 
I jump ahead just a little. 
 
And for those who want to solely focus on twelve, we must not forget that Paul was 
not part of the original twelve. Not only that, but we must recall to mind James and 
Barnabas. All of a sudden, we rather easily see the existence of fifteen apostles instead 
of twelve. And yes, all fifteen of these would have been apostles, since the fruit of 
their lives showed apostolic gifting and ministry. 
 



I also believe there were at least another seven to nine people that we see functioning 
in apostolic ministries within the New Testament text. The game is not – get as many 
apostles as you can. This is a ministry gift we must take seriously. But, it’s interesting 
that when we really start honestly looking at the Scripture, we see more than just the 
twelve and Paul. And there are even more than the twelve, Paul, Barnabas and James. 
So I’ll pick up those others in the next article as I continue to look at apostles in the 
New Testament. 
 
Apostles in the New Testament (Part 2) 
I have decided to start by simply looking at the varying apostles (or probable apostles) 
in the New Testament because I think this can be an eye-opener to many. As I stated 
in the last article, when we think of apostles, we usually think of something like this: 
 

• The twelve 
• The twelve and Paul 
• Scripture writer 

 
But what we can fail to recognise is that there were quite a few more apostles than we 
originally thought, that Paul was not specifically tied into the ‘twelve apostles of the 
Lamb’ (Revelation 21:14), nor was Scripture writing the first and foremost calling of 
an apostle, since many apostles never penned anything and there were a handful of 
people who did author parts of Scripture but were not apostles. 
 
I do not want to negate the role of writing Scripture – for the apostles and the others 
who penned the God-breathed word. But, just as a starter, go back to Paul’s 
conversion in Acts 9, or in the chapters following in Acts. In all of his calling(s), Paul 
was never told, ‘Write Scripture.’ But he still functioned as maybe the greatest 
apostle, outside of Jesus Christ Himself. 
 
Still, I am getting a little ahead of myself. 
 
So, I started out in the last article by pointing out some of the more recognisable 
apostles in the New Testament: 
 

• The twelve (with Matthias properly replacing Judas Iscariot) 
• Paul 
• Barnabas 
• James, the physical brother of Jesus 

 
Of course we all know about the twelve and Paul. But it might have even been a little 
enlightening to see that both Barnabas and James were apostles. It makes it easy when 
Scripture puts the word apostle in the same verse as their name. 
 
But, the difficulty comes when considering if there were anymore besides these 
fifteen. I believe there were probably another seven to nine apostles in the New 
Testament era, but with a lot of them we don’t find the word apostle sitting next to 
their name. But, if we carefully read about them in the Scripture and consider the fruit 
in their lives, I believe we will see that at least some of these, if not all of them, had 
apostolic ministries. 
 



So, who else do I believe were apostles? Let’s move on… 
 
e) Apollos 
First off, who was Apollos? 
 
We first read about him in Acts 18:24-28. He was based in Ephesus at the time and 
had been instructed in the way of the Lord, was fervent in Spirit, taught accurately the 
things concerning Jesus, but only knew of John’s baptism at the time (vs24-25). It 
was Priscilla and Aquila that were used to explain the ways of God more accurately to 
him (vs26). He then went on to the province of Achaia and was used greatly in 
proving that Jesus was the Christ, or the Messiah (vs27-28). 
 
But why would someone ever consider Apollos as an apostle? Again, the word never 
actually arises in association with his name. 
 
First off, keep in mind that after Priscilla and Aquila helped explain the things of God 
more accurately to Apollos, he then went on to Achaia. But what’s so important about 
Achaia? 
 
Within Achaia we find the city of Corinth. It is there that we read about Apollos 
having a significant ministry role within that city. We can conclude such after looking 
at two passages of Scripture in Paul’s first letter to the Corinthians. The first is this: 
 

10 I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of 
you agree, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in 
the same mind and the same judgment. 11 For it has been reported to me by 
Chloe’s people that there is quarreling among you, my brothers. 12 What I 
mean is that each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” or “I 
follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” (1 Corinthians 1:10-12) 

 
It is obvious that Apollos had a very significant ministry with the Corinthians, for 
Paul mentions that some were wanting to follow Apollos, of course in a very 
destructive way to the unity of Christ’s body. And this was also true with others 
wanting to follow Paul and others wanting follow Cephas (Peter). 
 
Now Paul’s main point, here, was that the body in Corinth should not be divided. But 
it is interesting to think this through more fully. 
 
Paul and Peter had significant apostolic ministries, easily identifiable as apostles, 
maybe the two most significant apostles in the early days of establishing the church. 
And, in this passage of 1 Corinthians 1:12, it seems obvious that Paul is stating that 
Apollos had a ministry quite equal with them. In the division mindset of Corinth, 
some were wanting to equally follow Paul, Apollos and Peter. 
 
I believe Apollos’ apostolic ministry is also confirmed when we read these later 
words of Paul: 
 

5 What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, 
as the Lord assigned to each. 6 I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the 
growth. 7 So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only 



God who gives the growth. 8 He who plants and he who waters are one, and 
each will receive his wages according to his labour. 9 For we are God’s fellow 
workers. You are God’s field, God’s building. 
 
10 According to the grace of God given to me, like a skilled master builder I 
laid a foundation, and someone else is building upon it. Let each one take care 
how he builds upon it. 11 For no one can lay a foundation other than that 
which is laid, which is Jesus Christ. (1 Corinthians 3:5-11) 

 
Again, Paul is noting the significant ministry that both he and Apollos had amongst 
the Corinthians. Paul had planted and Apollos had watered. Then, Paul says two 
interesting statements: 
 

• He who plants (Paul in this specific situation) and he who waters (Apollos in 
this specific situation) are one. (vs8) 

• For we are God’s fellow workers. (vs9) 
 
It seems highly, highly likely that Paul and Apollos shared an apostolic ministry 
within the Corinthian church. One could argue Paul had a greater measure of 
apostleship to this church, which I am fine with. But this would not negate the calling 
of Apollos. They both had given so much into this church. They both had been part of 
establishing this church in the faith. Even more, Paul seems to identify their ministry 
with the Corinthians as equal. 
 
Now, some might be quick to point out that Paul says he is the one who laid a 
foundation, all the while someone else (presumably Apollos) had built upon it (vs10). 
Therefore, knowing that apostles are foundation layers (see Ephesians 2:20), this 
immediately excludes Apollos from having an apostolic ministry. Therefore, the 
conclusion would be that Paul was the foundation layer and Apollos only built upon 
that foundation. 
 
Such an objection is worth considering. But remember, we have already noted how 
Paul saw himself, Apollos and Peter on equal grounds (1 Corinthians 1:12). Also, in 1 
Corinthians 3:5, Paul established that it was both he and Apollos that were servants 
through which the church came to Christ, while also noting in vs8 that the one who 
plants and the one who waters are ‘one’ and ‘fellow workers’. 
 
While Paul could have been the first one to come into Corinth to proclaim the gospel 
and see a local church expression established, Apollos had a foundation-building role 
as well. Apollos helped establish this church in a very apostolic manner. Yes, I know 
we can argue that Paul had the greater apostolic ministry. But Apollos had a major 
role in helping to establish and maintain this church. 
 
In all, there is no need to strain a gnat here. But what I’ve tried to do is show the 
ministry, the apostolic ministry, that Apollos had, specifically with the Corinthian 
church. He never had the word apostle next to his name in the text. But the fruit of his 
life – an establishing, foundation-building ministry – shines forth his apostolic 
calling, even if Paul still had the greater measure. 
 



Thus, as Paul and Barnabas made a formidable apostolic team at times, so did Paul 
and Apollos. Therefore, I believe it is more than highly probable that Apollos was an 
apostle. 
 
f) Silas and Timothy 
Here are two others that likely had some sense of apostolic ministry. But where would 
we see Silas and Timothy as having such a ministry? 
 
At the beginning of the first letter to the Thessalonians, Paul gives a brief greeting 
from himself, Silas and Timothy: 
 

Paul, Silvanus [Silas], and Timothy, 
 
To the church of the Thessalonians in God the Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ: Grace to you and peace. (1 Thessalonians 1:1) 

 
Then, later on, we read this statement from Paul: 
 

1 For you yourselves know, brothers, that our coming to you was not in vain. 
2 But though we had already suffered and been shamefully treated at Philippi, 
as you know, we had boldness in our God to declare to you the gospel of God 
in the midst of much conflict. 3 For our appeal does not spring from error or 
impurity or any attempt to deceive, 4 but just as we have been approved by 
God to be entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not to please man, but to 
please God who tests our hearts. 5 For we never came with words of flattery, 
as you know, nor with a pretext for greed— God is witness. 6 Nor did we seek 
glory from people, whether from you or from others, though we could have 
made demands as apostles of Christ. 7 But we were gentle among you, like a 
nursing mother taking care of her own children. 8 So, being affectionately 
desirous of you, we were ready to share with you not only the gospel of God 
but also our own selves, because you had become very dear to us. (1 
Thessalonians 2:1-8) 

 
The ‘we’ in vs6 most likely refers to the group of three – Paul, Silas and Timothy. 
And Paul connects all three of them as ‘apostles of Christ’. 
 
In his Systematic Theology, Wayne Grudem looks to show how Timothy was 
definitely excluded from the ‘we’ of vs6, some of his concluding words being as 
follows: 
 

‘Apparently he [Paul] is using “we” more frequently in this epistle as a 
courteous way of including Silas and Timothy, who had spent so much time in 
the Thessalonian church, in the letter to that church. But the Thessalonians 
would have had little doubt who was really in charge of this great mission to 
the Gentiles, and on whose apostolic authority the letter primarily (or 
exclusively) depended.’ (Grudem, Systematic Theology, p910) 

 
But go back and read vs1-8 above. Notice how many times the words ‘we’ and ‘our’ 
come up. It seems Paul was emphasising their apostolic teamwork, as ‘apostles of 
Christ’. 



 
Of course, just as with Apollos, it could be claimed that Paul had the greater apostolic 
gifting as compared with Timothy and Silas. But such should not keep us from 
recognising Silas’s and Timothy’s role within this church (and even elsewhere). Even 
Grudem is willing to concede that both Silas and Timothy had a significant role with 
the church in Thessalonica. 
 
Even more, we must remember that Paul is not stingy, always trying to make sure 
people know ‘who was really in charge’, as Grudem suggests. Just as Jesus got on 
with the job and included a close group of twelve others with him, so Paul got on with 
his apostolic call while also looking to include people like Silas and Timothy in 
helping to establish and strengthen churches. And 1 Thessalonians 2:3-8, above, seem 
to speak of the heart of all three for the believers in Thessalonica. Paul knew it was 
about teamwork, an apostolic teamwork that is! 
 
g) Titus and others 
Here is the passage for consideration: 
 

16 But thanks be to God, who put into the heart of Titus the same earnest care 
I have for you. 17 For he not only accepted our appeal, but being himself very 
earnest he is going to you of his own accord. 18 With him we are sending the 
brother who is famous among all the churches for his preaching of the gospel. 
19 And not only that, but he has been appointed by the churches to travel with 
us as we carry out this act of grace that is being ministered by us, for the glory 
of the Lord himself and to show our good will…22 And with them we are 
sending our brother whom we have often tested and found earnest in many 
matters, but who is now more earnest than ever because of his great 
confidence in you. 23 As for Titus, he is my partner and fellow worker for 
your benefit. And as for our brothers, they are messengers [apostoloi] of the 
churches, the glory of Christ. (2 Corinthians 8:16-23) 

 
Unfortunately, our English translations are not as helpful with vs23. Though the 
Greek word, apostoloi, which is the plural version of apostolos, is found in vs23, our 
English versions usually translate the word as messenger. This is due, perhaps, to 
translators holding to the view that apostles were mainly the authoritative New 
Testament Scripture writers. Thus, it would be argued that the term can only be used 
to describe the twelve, Paul, and possibly a couple of others, namely Barnabas and 
James. 
 
Therefore, it is argued that these three people spoken of in 2 Corinthians 8:16-23 are 
simply ‘general messengers’. 
 
We first take note that, quite similarly to Apollos, Paul refers to Titus as ‘my partner 
and fellow worker’ (vs23). But, re-read the text carefully. Read what Paul says about 
Titus and these two other unnamed brothers. One of the unnamed persons had a major 
preaching role and was ‘appointed by the churches’ to travel with Paul (vs19). The 
other seemed to have quite a reputable character (vs22). 
 
And remembering that, in its core essence, an apostle is a ‘sent one’, we then see how 
Titus and these two unnamed people fulfilled an apostolic role. Just as Jesus and the 



Holy Spirit had been sent with a specific mission and task to accomplish, so was Titus 
and the two others spoken of in 2 Corinthians 8. They were sent with a specific 
mission, being instrumental in the Corinthian church. 
 
Did they have as significant role as Peter or Paul or John? No. But what if these guys 
had a similar role to a Thomas or Simon the Zealot? And, hey, those guys were 
apostles, right? They had the word sitting next to their name in the Gospels. And we 
might even say that Titus and these two others did as well. Maybe they had more of a 
role then just being ‘general messengers’. 
 
It seems obvious that these three had a very important and significant role with the 
Corinthians and even elsewhere. Paul continues to show his strong belief in apostolic 
team, not the one-man-show. 
 
h) Epaphroditus 
Epaphroditus is spoken of as an apostle in Paul’s letter to the Philippians: 
 

25 I have thought it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus my brother and 
fellow worker and fellow soldier, and your messenger [apostolos] and minister 
to my need, 26 for he has been longing for you all and has been distressed 
because you heard that he was ill. (Philippians 2:25-26) 

 
Just as with Titus and the other two men, most will simply recognise Epaphroditus as 
a general messenger. But, one thing interesting to note is that Paul calls him ‘your 
apostle’ (vs25). Just as Apollos was having a significant role in Corinth, and Silas and 
Timothy were having such a role in Thessalonica, it is highly probable that 
Epaphroditus was to have a special role with the Philippian church. 
 
All of these people were being used in the early days to establish, strengthen and 
maintain local churches. Again, we are fine to note that Paul would have had the more 
significant apostolic ministry in these churches. But we must be willing to consider 
that God had called others to function in apostolic ministries as well. 
 
It is also very interesting to note that the same language Paul used to describe his love 
and affection for the Philippians (1:7-8), he also uses to describe Epaphroditus’ love 
for them (2:26). I point this out to note that apostles deeply care for those to whom 
they have poured their lives out. Both Paul and Epaphroditus had such a heart for the 
church in Philippi. 
 
i) Andronicus and Junia 
We finish by reflecting on the enigmatic couple, Andronicus and Junia. We use the 
term ‘enigmatic’ because we do not really know much about them outside of this 
statement by Paul: 
 

Greet Andronicus and Junia, my kinsmen and my fellow prisoners. They are 
well known to the apostles, and they were in Christ before me. (Romans 16:7) 

 
What is most probable is that Andronicus and Junia were a married couple working in 
ministry together, quite like Priscilla and Aquila. 
 



In the ESV, it states that they were ‘well known to the apostles’. The NASB puts it 
this way: ‘outstanding among the apostles’. No definite statements can be made about 
this couple from only one verse of Scripture. But it is interesting to consider a few 
things. 
 
Whereas many see this phrase stating that the apostles knew them well or recognised 
them as having a good general ministry, I believe it is probable that Paul’s statement 
carries a little more significance. It could be that Paul is actually stating that they had 
an outstanding apostolic ministry. This could be strengthened as we reflect on his 
words, ‘and they were in Christ before me’. 
 
Keeping in mind the whole of vs7, it is likely that Andronicus and Junia would have 
even had an influence on Paul. Here was a couple that possibly helped Paul become 
the man he was in Christ (a little like another apostle, Barnabas, as I pointed out in my 
last article). 
 
Also, if Andronicus and Junia were a married couple in ministry together, it is 
interesting to consider the implications on a couple like Priscilla and Aquila. When 
we read about the significant ministry of Priscilla and Aquila in the book of Acts and 
other places, it is even possible that they, too, fulfilled an apostolic function in the 
early church. They functioned a lot like a Barnabas, an Apollos, a Titus, and even a 
Paul. They didn’t pen Scripture, but they go on with establishing, founding, 
strengthening and building up the church. 
 
Some Concluding Words 
In all, outside of the twelve and Paul, there could have been quite a few other apostles 
in those early days, not to mention there could have been more that were not even 
mentioned in Scripture. 
 
The point is not for us to count how many apostles there were. But the purpose is to 
show that the apostolic ministry was not confined to the twelve and Paul in the first 
century. While those usually recognised as apostles might have had a greater measure 
of apostleship than the others we have looked at here (though people like James and 
Barnabas were quite strong in their apostolic roles, not to mention Paul would always 
argue for apostolic teamwork), our eyes have still been opened to the reality that 
apostleship is not confined to only thirteen in the New Testament. 
 
Knowing there were many more apostles functioning in the New Testament era than 
the thirteen we usually think of, I think it calls for us to at least re-examine what an 
apostle is, as well as re-think the passages we generally point to as proof that the 
ministry of apostle is excluded outside of the usual thirteen and not to continue 
beyond the first century. 
 
I’ve not yet fully said what I believe Scripture says an apostle is, though I have taken 
quite some time to hint at some things. But I want to move on to consider some of the 
objections to the notion that apostles still exist today. 
 
Objections to Apostles Today (Part 1) 
With regards to apostles, I said I would address the issues in this order: 
 



1. Apostles in New Testament Scripture. 
2. Objections to the existence of apostles today. 
3. What an apostle actually is. 

 
So far, I have finished off the first point – looking at apostles in the New Testament. 
Whereas, when many people think of apostles, they think of the twelve, or possibly 
the twelve and Paul, Scripture actually lets us know there were a few other apostles at 
work in those early years following Christ’s resurrection, ascension and the 
outpouring of the Spirit of God. 
 
We can definitely confirm that both Barnabas and James were apostles, but I believe 
there were others alive and well in those early decades – people like Apollos, Silas, 
Timothy, Titus, Epaphroditus, and probably a few others. It’s not so much that the 
word ‘apostle’ shows up next to their names (although it does in some cases). Rather, 
these people functioned in an apostolic ministry, what it meant practically to be an 
apostle. 
 
If it looks like a duck, walks like a duck and squawks like a duck, it seems that it’s a 
duck. And those people mentioned above definitely lived and walked out the ministry 
of an apostle. 
 
No, they didn’t write Scripture (though Apollos has sometimes been connected with 
the letter to the Hebrews). But they functioned very much like the twelve and Paul – 
helping found, establish, build, train and equip the early church to be faithful to Christ 
and the gospel. 
 
But, the second focus is to move on and look at the objections to apostles today. I 
believe there are five major objections to the notion that apostles exist today (or post-
first century). I shall spend some time over a few articles addressing these objections 
below: 
 

• Apostles are Scripture writers and we are not to add to Scripture, thus apostles 
are no longer existing. 

• One of the requirements of being an apostle is that the person had a post-
resurrection appearance of Jesus Christ. But Jesus no longer makes such 
appearances, since Paul was the last to receive such. So there can no longer be 
apostles. Connected to this is the argument that Jesus specifically (i.e. 
physically) choose His apostles, but that can no longer happen since He is 
physically seated at the Father’s right hand. 

• Apostles are foundation layers (see Ephesians 2:20 ) and a foundation only 
needs to be laid once. Since the apostles did this in the first century, with that 
foundation being faithfully recorded in the New Testament Scriptures, we no 
longer need apostles. 

• Apostles are the only ones who performed signs and wonders, with these 
being the main attestation to their message (especially with the New 
Testament Scripture not being finalised and canonised). Since these specific 
signs, wonders, miracles, etc, are no longer performed today, we can easily 
ascertain that apostles no longer exist today. 



• Following that first century and with the death of John the apostle, no church 
father has ever referred to the existence of apostles. No one. The church has 
always seen this ministry ceasing with the death of John. 

 
There are probably other arguments. But I believe those mentioned above are the five 
main objections to the idea that apostles (and even prophets) were to no longer exist 
following the death of John, the apostle, and with the completion of what is now our 
New Testament canon of Scripture. 
 
I’ll go ahead and make a practical note: It’s much easier to teach that apostles no 
longer exist. Much, much easier. Even for someone like a Wayne Grudem, who 
believes all the gifts of the Spirit are still active today, he has created a guard against 
the idea that apostles exist today, a very tight guard I might add. And I believe it’s 
with a noble heart – to honour God, to respect His word in the Scripture, and to 
protect against bad teaching. I mean, we’ve got a lot of abuse from cults and sects and 
from more Pentecostal and charismatic groups. 
 
But, as I always say, and as some will tire of me saying: I do not believe misuse and 
abuse should lead us to never utilising the truth. Rather, it should all the more 
challenge us to be faithful in accordance with the teaching of Scripture and the 
wisdom of God given to His body. 
 
It’s just like I would never argue that we keep a copy of Scripture away from the 
‘untrained’ just because heresy and wrong understanding could come about. It’s 
tempting, and it was what the Roman Catholic church argued with Martin Luther. But 
we could never imagine succumbing to that temptation to keep the Scriptures out of 
people’s hands. We need it. It is bread for the soul, and so much more! 
 
So, being a proponent for apostles today carries its difficulties. I don’t believe it 
carries its Scriptural difficulties, but rather practical difficulties. I find a lot of people 
claiming to be an apostle, but they look nothing like the great apostle, Jesus. Such has 
absolutely ruined anybody being open to the present-day charismata activity of the 
Spirit, much less that apostles might exist. But I also have relationships with a handful 
of people that I believe truly walk out an apostolic ministry after the pattern of Christ 
and those first apostles. I’m glad Jesus has brought me into such relationships. It 
keeps me refreshed when I turn on the tv or click on someone’s website and can only 
shake my head. 
 
But let’s move on, shall we… 
 
The first objection to consider is the common mistake that apostle = Scripture-writer. 
 
One of the first things that can come to a person’s mind when we state that apostles 
still exist is that this means we are claiming that we can still add to Scripture. Why? 
Well, out of that first group of apostles, one of the significant roles that they and their 
associates had was the recording of the God-breathed New Testament Scriptures. 
And, for this, we are indebted. 
 
Yet, I believe such thinking is not built from a solid theological understanding of the 
nature of the apostolic ministry. For starters, most apostles did not write Scripture. 



Matter of fact, there were only five writers of the New Testament that were apostles – 
Matthew, John, Paul, Peter and James (though James was not one of the ‘twelve plus 
Paul’). That means we are missing writings from quite a few of the ‘apostles of the 
Lamb’ (Revelation 21:14). 
 
Also, we must consider that there were other writers of the New Testament that were 
not apostles – John Mark, Luke, Jude and possibly the writer of Hebrews (though if 
Barnabas and/or Apollos wrote it, then an apostle had their hand in it). 
 
The argument then comes that those three or four other writers were very closely 
associated with the apostles, so they received their stories and teaching from those 
that were apostles. Not only that, but Jude finds his authority in being the physical 
brother of Jesus. Because they were closely linked with the apostles, and they would 
have received their information from them, they were ok to write Scripture. 
 
But we must consider the reality that apostles are not first and foremost called to 
write Scripture. As I have pointed out, the word apostle means ‘sent one’. All apostles 
were first and foremost sent with a mission to accomplish. They were each sent out to 
accomplish it, and thus, they were apostles. The main part of that mission was that 
they were founding, establishing, building up, strengthening, supporting and teaching 
the church. And this included people like Apollos, Timothy, Titus and a handful of 
others. 
 
Sure, those like Paul and Peter and John would have had the greater apostolic 
measure. I don’t deny such. But what made Paul, Peter and John, or Barnabas, 
Apollos and James apostles was that they were sent out to equip and train the early 
church. Many of them had a hand in Scripture writing, and I don’t want to add that on 
as a little appendix. Again, I am indebted to these men who penned the word of God 
as recorded in Scripture. But we must not intrinsically equate apostolic ministry with 
Scripture-writing. 
 
Apostle means ‘sent one’, not ‘New Testament writer’. 
 
What we also don’t usually realise is that not all of God’s revelation was recorded in 
Scripture. It was never planned that way. Thus, people could still speak forth 
revelation from God, revelation that was definitely worth paying attention to and 
reflecting upon, but it still never found its way into the inscriptured New Testament. 
 
This is easy to see in such places as: 
 

• 1 Corinthians 14:26 – Paul lets the Corinthian believers know that, when they 
gather together, each one has something to bring. One of those things – 
revelation! 

• 1 Timothy 1:18 – Paul reminds Timothy of the prophecies made about him. 
But here is the interesting thing: Paul tells him that, by them (the prophecies), 
Timothy can wage good warfare, hold to the faith and a good conscience. 
Pretty important, maybe even authoritative and revelatory words from God, 
that never made it into Scripture. 

 



There are other examples: think about Agabus. We only read of two of his prophetic 
utterances in Acts (11:27-30 and 21:10-14, and lest we think this last case is a 
‘wrong’ prophecy from Agabus, as Grudem asserts, we shall consider the words in 
some article about prophets). I’m pretty certain he was prophesying a lot more than 
those two times, speaking for the word of God, since he was recognised as a prophet. 
And how many prophets of the Old Testament were used, but never penned a word – 
Elijah, Elisha, Nathan, etc. Some of their words were recorded, but not everything. 
 
So I believe we need to really reconsider our understanding of what it means to be an 
apostle and that it is not simply connecting such a role to the writing of New 
Testament Scripture (as well as seeing prophets as those who were mainly called to 
write Old Testament Scripture). That is not the case. Never has been. 
 
Again, I do not want to downplay the role of Scripture. I wish I could address all 
issues with Scripture, but suffice it to say, I believe it is what we call it – a canon, 
meaning a measuring stick for our faith and practise of it. Some of those first apostles 
had a major role in recording the apostolic teaching and testimony. I love it! But that 
took up only a small percentage of their apostolic ministry. They had other things to 
get on with in laying a foundation in faithfulness to Christ and the gospel. 
 
One last thing I want to consider, for those interested: In his book, The Gift of 
Prophecy in the New Testament and Today, Wayne Grudem espouses: 
 

• New Testament apostles are equal to the Old Testament prophets in their 
authority. Therefore, these two groups are the authoritative recorders of 
Scripture. 

• Subsequently, New Testament prophets have much less authority than New 
Testament apostles. 

 
Therefore, Grudem gives four possibilities of how to understand the roles of apostles 
and prophets as spoken of in Ephesians 2:20 and 3:5. 
 

…built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself 
being the cornerstone… (Ephesians 2:20) 
 
…which was not made known to the sons of men in other generations as it has 
now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit. (Ephesians 
3:5) 

 
His conclusion was to go with the fourth choice he states in his book, which I explain 
below. 
 
For Grudem, from a New Testament perspective, these two verses in Ephesians teach 
that apostles and prophets are one joint ministry rather than two distinguishable 
ministries. Hence, he sees this joint ministry being expressed as such: 
 

‘the apostle-prophets themselves (that is, the apostles who are also prophets).’ 
(see Grudem, The Gift of Prophecy in the New Testament and Today, p46) 

 



Such helps maintain the safe viewpoint that apostles are the authoritative writers of 
the New Testament just as the prophets of old were the authoritative writers of the 
Old Testament. Therefore, such can be maintained that apostles no longer exist since 
we are no longer looking to write Scripture. 
 
But I’ve already put forth the case that apostle does not specifically equal Scripture-
writer, for many apostles did not write Scripture and there are some who authored 
Scripture but were not apostles. Not to mention that a lot of things were spoken, 
authoritative and revelatory things, that did not get recorded in Scripture. 
 
Grudem goes on to state: 
 

‘After considering these views…it seems best to me to conclude that 
Ephesians 2:20 has meaning 4, that the church is “built upon the foundation of 
the apostles who are also prophets,” and Ephesians 3:5 should be understood 
to mean that the mystery of the Gentile inclusion in the church “was not made 
to the sons of men in other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy 
apostles who are also prophets by the Spirit.”’ (Grudem, The Gift of Prophecy, 
p46) 

 
But such a view only seems contrived to prove one’s point rather than to be solidly 
and carefully founded in Scripture. For starters, in every other place outside of 
Ephesians 2:20 and 3:5, apostles and prophets are distinguished from one another. 
The two main places we see this distinction are Ephesians 4:11 and 1 Corinthians 
12:28-29. 
 
One other major point Grudem brings up to try and prove that apostles and prophets 
are one group in both Ephesians 2:20 and 3:5 is that, in both instances, the definite 
article ‘the’ is found before the word apostle, but not before prophet. Thus, Paul is 
referring to one joint authoritative group, mainly apostle-prophets. 
 
Edmund Clowney, theologian and former professor of Grudem, answers this 
argument well in his own work: 
 

‘The absence of the article before ‘prophets’ in Ephesians 2:20 and 3:5 
indicates, then, not that prophets are identical with apostles, but that they are 
closely linked with them since they, too, receive and communicate revelation.’ 
(The Church, p261) 

 
Therefore, our conclusion is that apostles and prophets are two distinguishable 
ministries, yet both working together in an authoritative role within His body. Today, 
neither apostles nor prophets are called to add to the canon of Scripture, for such is 
the summation and measuring stick of our faith. But, by His Spirit, God still utilises 
these ministries in relaying revelation from God. And, of course, such will never 
contradict the tenor of Scripture. 
 
God has always been communicating revelation outside of Scripture, as I alluded to 
above. And such revelation, if it is truly revelation, can be considered authoritative. It 
doesn’t mean we write 4 John or 3 Thessalonians or 1 Brussels. It simply means that, 
as people speak forth revelation (or what they claim as revelation), we learn to weigh 



it against Scripture, keep it before the leaders we are connected to, keep it before the 
wider body we are in relationship with, and pray for discernment. 
 
It doesn’t make it easy. But it makes us move towards becoming the men and women 
God desires His body to be – hearers of His word. Oh, that we would hear Him speak 
through His written revelation and through His spoken revelation. And I’m so glad He 
is committed to not contradicting Himself in either case. 
 
So, apostles are not intrinsically Scripture-writers. I understand the desire to argue 
such in attempt to honour God and the canon of revelation in Scripture. But I don’t 
think such arguments fully hold up to biblical and theological scrutiny. 
 
Objections to Apostles Today (Part 2) 
At this point, I had planned to cover at least three more objections. But in the last 
article, I noted that the second argument I had planned to address – all apostles must 
have received a post-resurrection appearance from Christ – also had a connected 
argument to consider. 
 
That connected argument: Jesus physically hand-picked and chose His apostles. 
Therefore, due to Christ now being physically seated at the right hand of the Father 
reigning over all heaven and earth, this choosing can no longer happen. 
 
So, where do we start with this specific argument? 
 
Let’s start with the first three verses of Acts: 
 

1 In the first book, O Theophilus, I have dealt with all that Jesus began to do 
and teach, 2 until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands 
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. 3 He presented 
himself alive to them after his suffering by many proofs, appearing to them 
during forty days and speaking about the kingdom of God. (Acts 1:1-3) 

 
In arguing that the apostles were hand-picked by Christ, many will likely quote 
passages like vs2 above which says, ‘the apostles whom he [Jesus] had chosen’. 
 
And since Jesus cannot physically choose apostles anymore, apostles can no longer 
exist. 
 
But, we need to consider some practical things here. 
 
Acts stands as Luke’s second volume, his Gospel being his first work. Therefore, the 
statement in Acts 1:2 most likely harkens back to Luke’s Gospel in 6:12-13: 
 

12 In these days he went out to the mountain to pray, and all night he 
continued in prayer to God. 13 And when day came, he called his disciples 
and chose from them twelve, whom he named apostles… 

 
Here, we read of Jesus’ physical selection of the twelve, whom he named apostles 
(though we must also recognise that the choosing of the twelve did not all happen at 
once, since there are a few accounts in the Gospels of specific ones being chosen). 



 
Why is this important to point out this passage in Luke’s Gospel? Because it is 
obvious that Luke’s words in Acts 1:2 are most likely connected back to that initial 
summary statement about the choosing of the twelve in Luke 6. Volume 2 would 
connect back to Volume 1. 
 
Ok, but what’s the point? 
 
Well, all we have to do is simply look at the reality that no other apostle could be in 
this place that they twelve found themselves in – a physical selection by Christ. Even 
Matthias could not fit into this role, though by no means do I question his apostolic 
calling. Matter of fact, if we go back and read Acts 1:2, it doesn’t even say Jesus was 
speaking to the twelve. It says he was speaking to the apostles he had chosen, which 
would have been eleven at that time. 
 
Therefore, Luke’s reference in Acts 1:2 refers back to a physical selection in Luke 
6:12-13. But such could have never happened again with the Son seated at the 
Father’s right hand reigning over heaven and earth. 
 
Now, this is where people will come in and say, ‘Ah, but Paul was physically chosen 
by Christ on the road to Damascus.’ 
 
Well, let’s be real and honest – not really. Paul’s selection on the road to Damascus 
was not like the choosing of the initial twelve apostles. Again, I hate to beat a dead 
horse, but Luke’s words in Acts 1:2 speak of the actual physical selection of the 
twelve. I believe this is one of the reasons why they are the twelve apostles of the 
Lamb (Revelation 21:14), with Matthias replacing Judas. But no one else fits into this 
grouping of twelve. They were even unique beyond Paul, since Paul was not chosen 
in this same way. 
 
Please hear me. I believe Paul still had a significant post-resurrection calling from 
Christ (though we could argue Acts 9 is more his conversion rather than a specific 
apostolic calling, as it seems Ananias could have been more aware of Paul’s apostolic 
calling before Paul was – see Acts 9:15-16. But Acts 1:2 cannot be used to imply that 
all apostles are ‘hand-picked’ by Christ, with a physical selection, since the reference 
in Acts 1:2 points back to what happened with the twelve in the Gospel of Luke. 
 
But, if you don’t like my approach with regards to Paul, then let’s consider people 
like James and Barnabas (not to mention the others in the New Testament with the 
high probability of an apostolic calling)2. 
 
Both James and Barnabas were apostles (see here). Yet they were not hand-picked, in 
the physical sense, like the twelve. Still, we read in the New Testament about their 
significant apostolic ministries in the early days. 
 
Now, many will remind me of Christ’s post-resurrection appearance to James (1 
Corinthians 15:7). Therefore, this could have been the place where Jesus ‘hand-

                                                
2 See my points above in previous articles. 



picked’ James. But again, I bring up the reality that this still puts him outside of the 
meaning of Luke’s words in Acts 1:2 – a physical selection before the resurrection. 
 
The box is simply not holding together. 
 
And, moving on, we have to consider Barnabas. I’m getting a little bit ahead of 
myself for the next article, but we don’t even know if Barnabas fits into either group – 
knowing Christ pre-resurrection or receiving a post-resurrection appearance from the 
Son of God. 
 
For these things to be such important requirements, it is interesting that we are left in 
the dark with regards to Barnabas. 
 
Now, I know some will say, ‘Well, we are supposed to assume these things with all 
apostles. They were 1) hand-picked by Christ and 2) received a post-resurrection 
appearance of Christ.’ 
 
But I believe this is a misunderstanding of passages like Acts 1:2, as well as Acts 
1:21-22 and 1 Corinthians 15:3-9, which I will look at in my next article. I believe we 
have unfortunately practised a little too much eisegesis of reading back into the 
Scripture what it actually does not communicate. 
 
Still, let me say this: I do believe that all apostles are chosen by Christ. This is clear 
from the main text I have been looking at in Ephesians 4. The passage starts off in 
vs7-8: 
 

7 But grace was given to each one of us according to the measure of Christ’s 
gift. 8 Therefore it says, 
 
“When he ascended on high he led a host of captives, 
and he [Christ] gave gifts to men.” [quoting Psalm 68:18] 

 
And vs11 says: 
 

And he [Christ] gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the shepherds 
and teachers. 

 
So it’s quite obvious who is choosing these people, calling these people, gifting these 
people in such ministries. Every apostle, from the first twelve to the other apostles in 
those early years to apostles ever since, finds their choosing in Christ for such a 
ministry. As the great apostle and exalted Lord, he gets to do the choosing. 
 
That is the hand-selection of Christ. 
 
To end out, I again state that I believe we have formed wrong conclusions from 
certain passages about apostles. One of those wrong conclusions is that apostles have 
to have been chosen by Christ in the physical sense. Paul, himself, did not fall into 
that category as Luke had in mind when recording those words in Acts 1:2. And 
neither did James or Barnabas. 
 



Still, Christ is the one who chooses all apostles, as well as prophets, evangelists, 
shepherds and teachers. That’s how it has always been and that is how it will always 
be. Christ is the great gifter. 
 
Objections to Apostles Today (Part 3) 
In my last post, I specifically dealt with the claim that all apostles were hand-picked 
by Jesus himself. Not that he had to physically tap them on the shoulder (though, 
noting Jewish culture, I would not be surprised if he touched each of them in selecting 
them), but that apostles had to have physically been selected by Jesus while he was on 
earth. I think this is mainly a misunderstanding of passages like Acts 1:1-3. 
 
Of course, I believe all apostles are hand-selected by Christ – the twelve, Paul, other 
New Testament apostles and present-day apostles. There is no doubt, since he is the 
one who gifts with these ministries (see Ephesians 4:7-16). But such people as 
Barnabas, Apollos, Silas, Timothy, as well as those throughout the centuries who 
have functioned in such a ministry, might have never had a physical, post-resurrection 
appearance and selecting by Jesus. But Jesus keeps gifting these people to complete 
the apostolic work he began. But you can read more here. 
 
This argument is actually connected to a much larger argument against apostles today: 
all apostles received a post-resurrection appearance of Jesus Christ. This is mainly 
built around these words of Peter, which precede the choice of Matthias to replace 
Judas Iscariot: 
 

21 So one of the men who have accompanied us during all the time that the 
Lord Jesus went in and out among us, 22 beginning from the baptism of John 
until the day when he was taken up from us – one of these men must become 
with us a witness to his resurrection. (Acts 1:21-22) 

 
In the context, Peter has had a revelation that it would be good and right to find a 
replacement for Judas. His understanding had come from either a reading or 
spontaneous revelation around the passage Psalm 109:8 – ‘Let another take his 
office.’ 
 
It does not say this specifically within the text, but such a replacement is probably 
seen as important to completing the circle of the twelve. The group of the ‘twelve 
apostles of the Lamb’ (Revelation 21:14) stood as a declaration that Messiah had 
initiated a restoration of Israel. So the circle of twelve was important in launching the 
reality of the gospel and what Christ had done. 
 
Again, it is this Scripture in Acts 1 that is seen as holding one of the, if not the, main 
qualification for being an apostle. Such a claim is also connected with Paul’s words in 
1 Corinthians 15:3-9, and we will look at those in just a moment. But let’s, first, 
examine the text in Acts. 
 
The end of vs22 states, ‘one of these men must become with us a witness to his 
resurrection’. As with other passages, I also believe this is misunderstood. If we read 
the words carefully, I think it is quite easy to see that Peter is simply making a 
declaration of what the twelve were going to be doing. They were going to be 
testifying to the fact that their Lord had risen from the dead. 



 
Read the words carefully – ‘one of these men must become with us a witness to his 
resurrection’. 
 
You see, when Peter had said these words, the post-resurrection appearances over the 
40-days before the ascension (see Acts 1:1-3) would have already happened. And 
these words are pointing to a future event, namely that they would become witnesses 
of the resurrection, telling others about it. And, with their faithfulness with such a 
task, all those who respond to the gospel would be doing the same thing, even down 
to this day. 
 
Thus, I believe that Acts 1:21-22 does not state that apostles must have had a post-
resurrection appearance of Christ. If that is a requirement for apostolic ministry, we 
must quote another verse. But we cannot quote Acts 1 for this. 
 
As I pointed out, such proponents will also try and connect Acts 1:21-22 with 1 
Corinthians 15:3-9. So let’s look at Paul’s words to the Corinthians: 
 

3 For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ 
died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was buried, that 
he was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 5 and that he 
appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6 Then he appeared to more than five 
hundred brothers at one time, most of whom are still alive, though some have 
fallen asleep. 7 Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles. 8 Last of 
all, as to one untimely born, he appeared also to me. 9 For I am the least of the 
apostles, unworthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of 
God. (1 Corinthians 15:3-9) 

 
The claim is that, in this passage, we find more support that all apostles were ones 
who personally saw Christ after His resurrection. This is heightened by Paul’s words 
in vs8 about the appearance of Christ to himself on the Damascus road. 
 
With the phrase, ‘Last of all,’ many claim that this proves that Paul would be the final 
apostle, since he was the last one to receive an appearance from Christ. 
 
First of all, we must note that the major point of Paul in 1 Corinthians 15:3-9 is to 
give an apologetic for Christ’s resurrection, especially considering vs3-4. He is 
giving reasonable evidence for the resurrection of Jesus – He appeared to over 500 
people, and some saw Him more than once! That’s the main thesis. 
 
Even more, though we could quibble over whether or not people like Apollos, Silas, 
Timothy, Titus and others were apostles (though I believe they are), we cannot do so 
with Barnabas. He is undoubtedly an apostle, as it is stated in Acts 14:14, as well as 
noting some kind of co-apostolic commission with Paul in Acts 13:1-4. 
 
These things are important to remember because, amazingly, nowhere in all of 
Scripture are we specifically told that Barnabas saw Christ in a post-resurrection 
appearance. Now, it is true that Barnabas could have been one of those 500 spoken of 
in 1 Corinthians 15:6. But we don’t know. 
 



If a post-resurrection appearance of Christ was the major qualification for being an 
apostle, as most will claim, we are left wondering about Barnabas. 
 
Yet, worth noting is that, in the Corinthians passage, Paul is sharing all of these post-
resurrection appearances in what seems like an orderly fashion. Christ appeared to 
Peter, then the twelve, then 500, then… And before appearing to Paul, we read that 
Christ appeared to James and then to all of the apostles (vs7). 
 
Now, some will be quick to point out that this would have included Barnabas, because 
he was an apostle. But, let’s think some things through here. It seems most likely that 
all of these appearances Paul is referring to (albeit his own) seem to have happened in 
that 40-day period before Christ ascended to the Father (see Acts 1:1-3 again). Then, 
quite a few years later, we read of Paul’s exceptional experience on the road to 
Damascus. 
 
Could Barnabas have been in that group of 500 that received an appearance or that 
group of all of the apostles? Sure. Barnabas was an apostle and it says Jesus, then, 
appeared to all of the apostles. I’m ok with this. I really am. 
 
Ah, so my case falls, right? 
 
Well, I don’t believe so. And this is why? 
 

1) We’ve misunderstand Acts 1:21-22. Again, it is not stating that apostles must 
have received a post-resurrection appearance of Christ. That is not the 
meaning of the passage at all. Peter was telling them what they would be 
doing – testifying to the resurrection of the Lord. 

 
2) If Acts 1:21-22 does not say what we originally thought it said, then we have 

to re-consider the implications of 1 Corinthians 15:3-9. And if we read 1 
Corinthians 15:3-9 again, it never ever claims that apostles must have seen 
Christ post-resurrection. It might implicate that they all have as we consider 
vs7. But it does not state that they must. Such a claim comes from a 
misreading of the Acts passage and such has been debunked already. 

 
3) Finally, I pointed out that hundreds of people saw the resurrected Christ. Even 

the other guy put side-by-side with Matthias (his name was Joseph Barsabbas) 
seems to have had the same qualifications. Why not give him such an 
apostolic ministry as the twelve or Paul or Barnabas or James or the others? 
Because it has to specifically do with calling and gifting by the risen Christ, 
not who saw him. 

 
So, what was Paul getting at in his statement in 1 Corinthians 15:8 about Christ’s 
appearance to himself? You know, he said, ‘Last of all, as to one untimely born, he 
appeared also to me.’ 
 
I believe he was pointing out that the other apostles (the twelve, James, etc.), as well 
as the other 500 people to whom Christ appeared, had all seen Christ during that 40-
day period before His ascension. But, as for Paul, he did not receive his own 



appearance of Christ until some 4 or 5 years later. There was a little time difference 
there. Consequently, this is why he says he was one ‘untimely born’. 
 
Now, I do understand that we might say that Paul was the ‘last of all’ to receive an 
appearance of such an exceptional nature. Though some, by the active Spirit of God, 
have had visions of the resurrected Christ (as Acts 2:17-18 states God’s people could 
have such visions), we might be able to conclude that none have had such an 
appearance as the twelve, Paul, James and the other 500 – a literal, physical 
appearance. 
 
But, even with this, I would encourage us to steer clear of being dogmatic. He is Lord, 
not us. I wouldn’t put it out of Jesus’ ability to physically appear to someone. Still, I 
am sure some would not be too open to this, and such is fine. 
 
So I would conclude that having a post-resurrection appearance of Christ is not 
necessarily a hard-nosed requirement for an apostolic calling. As with most cases, it 
usually comes down to a misunderstanding or misreading of the text. And I believe 
this is what has happened with Acts 1:21-22, which has set us into a tailspin with 
understanding passages like 1 Corinthians 15:3-9. 
 
I continually turn back to the important passage of Ephesians 4:11-16 which states 
that we need all five of those giftings until we reach unity and maturity as a body. We 
are not quite there yet. And, so, we are called, in the power of the Spirit, to continue 
the work that Christ started. He will continue to gift apostles, prophets, evangelists, 
shepherds and teachers until we complete that which he has called us to. 
 
Objections to Apostles Today (Part 4) 
The fourth objection usually surrounds this issue: Apostles are foundation layers (as it 
states in Ephesians 2:20) and a foundation only needs to be laid once. Since the 
apostles laid this once-for-all-time foundation in the first century, and with that 
foundation being faithfully recorded in the New Testament Scriptures, we no longer 
need apostles. 
 
So let’s consider this objection. 
 
In Paul’s letter to the Ephesians, we find the very important passage mentioned 
above: 
 

19 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens 
with the saints and members of the household of God, 20 built on the 
foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the 
cornerstone, 21 in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows 
into a holy temple in the Lord. 22 In him you also are being built together into 
a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. (Ephesians 2:19-22) 

 
With such a statement in vs20, we see that, along with prophets (which might be 
another important post in the future), apostles are an extremely important part of the 
new covenant church. These two ministries are given as the foundation layers in the 
gospel. 
 



So, to repeat, those who say apostles no longer exist today will point out that a 
foundation can only be laid once. What building (that is built correctly) has its 
foundation laid over and over again? The building might have its brick-work, roofing, 
windows, or even its furniture on the inside replaced. But not the settled and finished 
foundation. 
 
So, because those first apostles laid this all-important foundation once-for-all-time, 
we no longer need such gifted people to lay the foundation. 
 
There are 3 specific points I want to raise to address this fourth objection: 
 

1. The dynamic nature of the church’s foundation. 
2. Understanding how Biblical imagery is used. 
3. Keeping in mind other important passages. 

 
1) The Dynamic Nature of the Church’s Foundation 
What someone like myself could be accused of (I’ve never heard this, but it could be 
out there) is that to claim that apostles (and prophets) still exist today is to somehow 
acknowledge that the foundation laid in the first century was unfinished and/or faulty. 
 
Let me start off by saying that I am not walking down that path at all. 
 
I believe that the foundation laid in the first century by the first apostles (and 
prophets) was solid and faithful to the cornerstone, Jesus. By no means was that 
foundation faulty or lacking. Matter of fact, we see that they had a special foundation-
laying role when reading these other words of Paul to the Ephesians: 
 

1 For this reason I, Paul, a prisoner for Christ Jesus on behalf of you Gentiles 
– 2 assuming that you have heard of the stewardship of God’s grace that was 
given to me for you, 3 how the mystery was made known to me by revelation, 
as I have written briefly. 4 When you read this, you can perceive my insight 
into the mystery of Christ, 5 which was not made known to the sons of men in 
other generations as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and prophets 
by the Spirit. 6 This mystery is that the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of 
the same body, and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the 
gospel. (Ephesians 3:1-6) 

 
Though there were definite pointers in the Old Testament to the ‘mystery’ of vs6, the 
new foundation of the new covenant was to be laid by the apostles and prophets of 
this new covenant. One of the major foundation stones, if not the major foundation, 
revealed to them was this: the Gentiles are fellow heirs, members of the same body, 
and partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel (vs6). This was very 
good news (gospel) for which Paul gave his life. 
 
This is why we must recognise the special and significant role of the first apostles and 
prophets of the new covenant. They were the first to receive this revelation, as well as 
other revelations, in regards to the outworking of the gospel and the new covenant. 
And this testimony has been recorded in the God-breathed Scriptures of the New 
Testament, which stand as a measuring stick for God’s people in regards to our faith 
for all times. 



 
Yet, the special role of these first apostles and prophets should not negate Christ’s 
heart to continue to gift people as apostles and prophets for equipping the saints and 
helping us reach that high calling of unity, maturity and stature in Christ, which I will 
remind us of later. 
 
But how does this all fit together then? How is their a foundation laid so long ago by 
the first apostles and prophets and yet still needing these ministries to equip God’s 
people today? 
 
The important thing to remember is that the activity of God is always dynamic and not 
static. What I mean is that we cannot view the gospel foundation laid in the first 
century as some static, non-living, irrelevant foundation for today (and the other 19 
centuries between theirs and ours). This foundation is Spirit-breathed and must 
continue in the dynamic life of the Spirit. 
 
Therefore, the role of apostles and prophets today is not that they lay a completely 
different gospel foundation from the first apostles and prophets. Such is absolutely out 
of bounds! Rather, while treasuring that initial foundation laid two thousand years 
ago, the call of apostles and prophets of subsequent generations is to help this 
foundation become a dynamic reality today. 
 
It’s easy to recognise that the times and seasons of today are quite different from 2000 
years ago. The truths of God are timeless, no doubt. But seeing those truths become a 
reality for the Bride of Christ today is paramount. 
 
Apostles and prophets never lay aside that which was taught by the first group of such 
ministries. If we do, we will head down a dangerous road. Rather, we take that 
measuring stick and continue to see the foundation of the gospel become a reality in 
our world and culture. 
 
We must never see this foundation as static and cemented into time. The living, 
breathing Spirit of God is interested in seeing the truth of God become a dynamic part 
of the church’s life in every century, every decade, every culture, every language. I 
believe if we do not allow for such, we will have missed something vital. 
 
2) Understanding the Building Imagery 
What we must also remember with regards to imagery being used in Scripture is that 
not every single implication of the imagery is to be taken to its full extent. 
 
With Ephesians 2:19-22, the people of God are being compared to a building, or 
specifically a temple. But we are not to walk down the path of making everything 
completely applicable in the imagery. We don’t assign differing church groups to 
different rooms in the building/temple. We don’t assign certain groups to the court of 
the Gentiles. And the list could go on. 
 
The imagery does not serve this purpose, taking every single possible aspect to its full 
extent. 
 



Here is another example: the body of Christ imagery. We are not called to identify 
who are the hands (those with gifts of healings?), who are the eyes (those who are 
prophets?), who are the feet (those who are evangelists?), etc. It doesn’t work. The 
purpose is to teach us the overall understanding of a body working together. Of course 
there are other implications, as we might gleam from 1 Corinthians 12:12-31. But we 
must be careful of trying to make everything about a body fit into the imagery. 
 
Another is the vine and the branches of John 15. From reading vs6, one might 
conclude they can ‘lose their salvation’. But I believe that is taking the imagery too 
far. The point is to talk about the benefits of abiding in Christ as branches. We are 
absolutely dependent upon him. 
 
So, with the building/temple imagery of Ephesians 2, I would ask us to guard against 
importing all of our ideas about buildings into what Paul is trying to teach us. Read 
vs21 and ask this question: How does a [physical] temple grow? It doesn’t. What Paul 
is teaching is not to be fully compared with an actual temple. 
 
Thus, I’m not sure we are intended to import the idea that foundations are laid once-
for-all-time in a static sense. Why? Because of my first point: the foundation of the 
gospel is dynamic knowing that it was birthed out of a dynamic Person. 
 
3) Remember Another Important Passage 
Finally, as we all know with hermeneutics (the interpretation of Scripture), one of the 
first and greatest guidelines is allowing Scripture to help us understand and interpret 
Scripture. This is very, very helpful. 
 
And so, I would ask us to keep Ephesians 2:20 in context with what Paul also says 
later on to the Ephesians, a passage that this whole series is based on: 
 

11 It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some to be 
evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12 to prepare God’s people 
for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be built up 13 until we all 
reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become 
mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ. (Ephesians 
4:11-13) 

 
Paul teaches us that, when Christ ascended, He gave certain ministry gifts to people, 
one of those being the ministry of apostle. Even more, we read that all five of these 
ministry gifts are needed ‘until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of 
the Son of God and become mature, attaining to the whole measure of the fullness of 
Christ’ (vs13). 
 
As I have stated in previous articles, no one would claim that the body of Christ has 
reached this unity, maturity and stature in Christ. We need to continue to move 
towards this goal. 
 
Hence, the word ‘until’ denotes that something is currently taking place, but it has not 
yet been completed. We are still headed towards that goal, but we are longing to reach 
that finish line. Therefore, just as we need evangelists, shepherds and teachers to help 



us move towards this calling in Christ, so we need apostles and prophets to help reach 
the goal. 
 
So I ask that we remember to keep Ephesians 2:20 related to other passages. And I 
believe some of Paul’s words just a little later on in Ephesians 4:11-13 provide some 
very important meat to chew on when considering the full ramifications of apostles 
and prophets. 
 
Concluding Thoughts 
It’s possible that some might accuse me of bringing in quite a slippery theology, 
meaning that, at all costs, I have avoided dealing with the issues at hand caused by 
Paul’s words in Ephesians 2:20. Of course, I would see otherwise when remembering 
1) the dynamic nature of the gospel-new covenant foundation, 2) the implications of 
imagery used in Scripture are not to be fully imported into what the text is teaching, 
3) consider Scripture in context with other Scripture. 
 
Remember, I am very much an advocate of the foundation the apostles and prophets 
laid. It was the initial foundation and I am grateful for God’s providence in seeing this 
recorded in the New Testament Scripture. But I also believe Christ never intended 
such to be the final say-so for these ministries to continue. Christ, the great apostle, 
sent his Spirit to continue his apostolic work in his church so that the whole world 
might be able to know the whole Christ. And, thankfully Jesus continues to gift 
people as apostles to help the body of Christ fulfil their apostolic calling as a whole 
community. 
 
Objections to Apostles Today (Part 5) 
The final objection that I would like to consider is this: Following that first century 
and with the death of John the apostle, no church father has ever referred to the 
existence of apostles. No one. The church has always seen this ministry ceasing with 
the death of John. 
 
I believe this is an objection to faithfully consider. 
 
We need to ask why church history does not touch on apostles existing after the first 
century. Of course, the reason why we might browse the writings of church history 
and find no mention of post-first century apostles is because the fathers of our faith 
believed the other four objections that I have mentioned in my other articles (plus 
other probable objections that I have not addressed). 
 
Now, the easy card for an evangelical to pull out is this: We don’t measure our faith 
and beliefs by tradition (or church history) but by Scripture alone. Remember the cry 
of the reformers – sola Scriptura. Scripture alone is the measuring stick for our faith, 
not tradition. 
 
And, you know, I could easily pull that card and walk away with a smirk on my face 
as if I defeated this objection with ease. But it isn’t always that easy, though we wish 
it were, right? 
 
I believe in a healthy respect for church tradition because I know I probably would 
not hold to quite a few essential orthodox beliefs apart from the creeds and teachings 



of the early church fathers. Things like the Trinity, the co-existing natures of Christ as 
both divine and human, the personality and divinity of the Holy Spirit, etc. Of course 
I believe the Bible teaches these and other essential beliefs of the faith. But it was the 
church fathers who really laid these teachings out in a more precise manner and 
fought to maintain these orthodox beliefs as heresy attacked the teaching of Scripture. 
I owe a lot to their lives and ministry, these apologists. 
 
Yes, it is true. These fathers mainly defended these beliefs as they considered the 
Scriptures, or at least what was available in those first few early centuries (everything 
had not been completely and neatly gathered into one text). So, again, I feel the desire 
to pull the sola Scriptura card as my defence. But, again, it’s not that easy. 
 
I could also pull out random pointers that a few people have been referred to as 
apostles at varying times, i.e., William Carey was referred to as the ‘apostle of India’. 
But I am not sure that such a statement encapsulates what I believe Scripture teaches 
about apostles. More than anything, the statement about Carey probably referred to 
his exceptional missionary status amongst the Indian people (which is part of 
apostolic calling, but not the only piece). 
 
I have yet to be able to read lots of church history. My passion has been stirred to read 
more and I plan to, though I keep running across more modern texts to read. But I 
suppose our church fathers held the term apostle in a way that limited it to the first 
apostles. Those first apostles were absolutely important, even in such a way that their 
ministry is not to be repeated. They carried an authority that even I would be wary to 
recognise in any person today (or in the 1900 years subsequent). 
 
Can I explain it all and box it into a nice and neat package for our cognitive 
understanding? I could work at it, but I haven’t, at least not yet. 
 
So how could I say apostles exist today but then at the same time say the apostolic 
ministry of today has shifted from the first century? Well, I can’t just quote a few 
passages and paste it all together into an understandable theological system. I could 
borrow some thoughts from cessationism, but I’m not sure it’s that easy either. 
 
I could simply say that the ministry to teach (and write) authoritatively was invested 
only in the apostles and this was only for the first century church as it was being 
established. Therefore, this is no longer needed. But the package is not held fully 
together when we look at all the ‘evidence’, for we’re not really sure what kind of 
authority some of those first apostles held (in a practical sense) and that quite a few 
others outside of the 12 and Paul held strong authority, even some who were not 
apostles. 
 
To be honest, it’s all hard to juggle and maintain a very neat package to produce for 
the appeasement of our questions. 
 
Again, I’m good to recongise the authority invested in that group of 12, in Paul and in 
a few others that were supposed tight associates of the first apostles. Non-apostles like 
Luke, John Mark, Jude, and maybe the author of Hebrews, had accountable 
relationships to the first apostles. They probably didn’t turn in a rough draft of their 



writings to the apostles before sending them out. But they were not writing as absent-
minded people with no solid basis in apostolic authoritative teaching. 
 
So these people had a special ministry. And I am very good with that. In the end, an 
authoritative Scripture-writing ministry has not continued. We don’t need it to. The 
authoritative, redemptive revelation in Jesus Christ and the new covenant has been 
completed. There is absolutely nothing, I mean nothing to add to its completeness. 
Hence, we don’t need anything added to our measuring stick, the canon of Scripture. 
 
But, I believe God is still speaking authoritatively today. He was doing it even while 
Scripture was being written (from Genesis to Revelation), I believe He’s been doing 
such for 1900 years following the death of John the apostle, and I’ve seen Him do it 
today. 
 
Yes, yes, I know. I am being subjective. And, yes, I know, you are too. But I am up 
for judging what we believe God is speaking today by what He was already affirmed 
as His God-breathed revelation in Scripture. And I am up for responsible leadership 
(and the whole body of Christ) weighing the words spoken – whether direct prophetic 
utterances or authoritative teaching that cuts like a two-edged sword. 
 
This is where our debt is owed to those first apostles and their associates. They gave 
us God-breathed revelation to stand as a measuring stick for any subjective sense of 
God speaking today. 
 
But I also affirm that Scripture does not teach that apostolic ministry would end at the 
death of John or sometime around there. Really, the best we can do is formulate a 
systematic theology that helps us conclude that apostles no longer exist. I am not 
ridiculing such a practise, as I employ it with a lot of my beliefs, even my full 
continuationist beliefs that allow for apostles to exist today. 
 
But I believe the system of theology that says apostles no longer exist has holes and 
questions. And those holes cannot be filled and those questions cannot be answered 
by the system. It just can’t. And, I would be arrogant not to recognise that I have 
holes and questions in mine as well. But I want to be honest and authentic and say 
that I have them and cannot gloss over them as non-sense. 
 
And believing God’s revelation continues to have a dynamic nature to it, and is not to 
be seen as statically set in concrete, I am ok that I cannot put a band-aid (plaster for 
Brits) over the questions and holes as if they aren’t there. But I also know that what I 
believe (as I have mainly espoused in the past fifteen or so articles) is not some 
hokey-pokey, off-based theology. I’m looking at Scripture, I’m thinking this through 
theologically (even the holes and questions that I cannot answer), I’m testing it 
against the objections that come my way, I’m staying accountable to those in my life. 
 
Church history does not largely attest to the existence of apostles today. Maybe I’ll go 
searching one day and find a handful of quotes from Irenaeus or Ignatius or Augustine 
or whomever to help support my case. But I’m not too bothered if I can’t. Not 
because I’ll pull out the sola Scriptura card as my trump card (though I believe 
Scripture is our measuring stick), but because I think I have to still be honest that 



there are questions out there of how this practically works out. And oh I wish I could 
just put it in a ten point outline and it satisfy mine and your questions. But it won’t. 
 
One question still rings like this: If you believe in apostles today and take that belief 
to its full extent, then you should allow for people to carry the same authority today as 
a Paul or Peter or John had. 
 
Interesting question to consider. But it doesn’t scare me, though it might scare others. 
 
But I believe that, though church history is majorly silent on this issue, or even giving 
a negative attestation to the existence of such a ministry, I am looking to stay solid in 
Scripture. It would be easier to pass on the apostle terminology and at least just stick 
with the terms prophecy and prophet. But I believe apostles and prophets are distinct 
ministries from one another. 
 
Now, I didn’t answer much in this article other than to point out that I’ve got holes 
and questions to always consider. And I think the church has been doing that for some 
2000 years. 
 
Still, I know what I have seen and I know that what I have seen does not undercut 
God, the nature of His God-breathed word, nor the authority and ministry of the first 
apostles and their associates. But I cannot deny that I have seen – in the Scripture and 
in life – the work of foundation-laying, equipping, workings of power and 
authoritative ministry in apostles today. And I am so thankful that the handful of 
apostles I work with have no ego trip. You don’t know their names and they don’t 
want to be plastered on television. They just get on with the ministry God has given 
them. 
 
It kind of mirrors that one apostle….what was his name? Oh yeah, Jesus. 
 
The objections have come and they are very worthy of consideration. And I will still 
have to consider them tomorrow and twenty years down the road, with new ones 
surfacing and old ones resurfacing. But I am confident that the great apostle, Jesus, 
meant for His apostolic ministry to continue until we reach the unity of the faith and 
the knowledge of the Son of God, being that mature and pure Bride He is preparing us 
to be (Ephesians 4:11-13). 
 
What Is an Apostle? 
We will briefly consider a few points as to what an apostle actually is: 
 
Sent One 
As we have repeatedly emphasised, noting the essence of the Greek word, apostolos, 
an apostle is a sent one. And all apostles are specifically sent and commissioned to a 
particular mission task. It does not mean all missionaries are apostles. Some 
missionaries will function in other ministries like that of an evangelist. Nor does one 
have to go to far-off nations abroad to fulfil an apostolic ministry. But, in whatever 
task they have been appointed to by Christ, they are ‘sent’ knowing they have a 
particular mission-task to accomplish. 
 
Foundation Layer 



Apostles are foundation layers, as we saw above in our discussion of Ephesians 2:20. 
As previously discussed, they are not called to lay a completely different gospel 
foundation from the first apostles (and prophets). Rather, while treasuring that very 
important foundation, the call of apostles (and prophets) today is to lay foundations 
that equip the church to live out the gospel in their generation and culture. 
Specifically, as foundation layers, we would note that apostles are spiritual architects 
par excellence. 
 
Equipper 
As with all five ministries of Ephesians 4, apostles are called to be equippers of God’s 
people so that the body of Christ can get on with ministry and be built up in Christ. 
And, at the same time, this will assist the body in moving towards that ultimate goal 
of unity and maturity. 
 
We can see an example of laying foundations and equipping through the constant 
work of both Paul and Barnabas in the book of Acts. Many times we see them 
returning to the churches they had established, all that they might strengthen the 
disciples and even appoint leadership in the churches. See these insightful passages 
below: 
 

• Acts 14:20-23 
• Acts 15:41 
• Acts 16:5 
• Acts 18:23 

 
Servant 
Apostles are servants, as Paul stated about the ‘true signs of an apostle’ in 2 
Corinthians 12:12. The great apostle, Jesus, was the greatest servant ever (see 
Matthew 20:25-28). Therefore, we should expect apostles to be exemplary in serving 
as well. 
 
Teamwork 
Apostles believe in teamwork, not in lone-ranger ministries. This we see in the life of 
Christ and in the life of people like Paul. They also recognise the importance of 
accountable relationships. Though they have a strong and important measure of 
gifting in God, they do not get a free pass on being accountable to the body of Christ. 
And, of course, in understanding such an important call, they will take joy in such 
relationships with Christ’s body. 
 
Authority, Anointing and Revelation 
Apostles will carry a special authority and anointing given by Christ to help the 
church be strengthened and equipped in fulfilling the purposes of God. They are also 
people of revelation (Ephesians 3:5-6). Again, this will not contradict the teaching of 
Scripture. But we live in a world today in which the dynamic life of the Spirit of God 
is available. We need God’s Spirit to continue to provide revelation for living out 
Christ today. Apostles will be utilised in such to help the body of Christ. 
 
Also, I would note that apostles would be people generally utilised in the miraculous. 
Some will have a stronger miraculous ministry than others, no doubt. Just as some 
leaders in Christ's body hold a stronger measure of teaching than others, etc. Of 



course, looking at New Testament apostles like Barnabas or James, we are not certain 
if they were ever used in the specifics of miracles and healings. So, though some 
would claim this as a hard-line proof of apostolic ministry, I wouldn't be so dogmatic. 
Yet, as a general acknowledgment, I recognise that apostles have been and will 
continue to be people who function in the miraculous. 
 
Leaders To Leaders 
We could say that, as foundation layers, apostles will be people of wisdom, insight 
and compassion, providing leadership to leaders. Or, we might state it this way: 
apostles are pastors to pastors. This is to be seen as a great blessing to other gifted 
leaders. 
 
Summary 
Therefore, in all of our study, we must re-emphasise that we are not purporting that 
apostles are given today so that we might add to Scripture. We believe it was the 
providence of God that our fathers wisely laid out our current canon of Scripture – the 
39 books of the Old Testament and the 27 books of the New Testament. This was a 
helpful and necessary step in guarding against heresy and giving us a measuring stick 
for our faith and the practice of it. 
 
But such a gift as Scripture should not lead one to believe that other gifts of God are 
exhausted. We need all the gifts of God to accomplish all that God has purposed. 
Even more, knowing Christ functioned as the great apostle and He sent the Spirit to 
continue His apostolic work in the people of God, we must expect that God would 
continue to gift such people in this ministry today. 
 
Finally, we also see the necessity of all five ministry gifts spoken of in Ephesians 4:11 
so that the body of Christ may be equipped, unified, and grow in maturity in Christ.3 
 

                                                
3 There are a couple of resources that might be of help in categorising the different 
groupings of apostles. See Bryn Jones’ The Radical Church: Restoring the Apostolic 
Edge, Shippensburg, PA: Destiny Image, 1999, pp119-120 and Kenneth Berding’s 
What Are Spiritual Gifts? Rethinking the Conventional View, Grand Rapids, MI: 
Kregel Publications, 2006, pp206-208. 


