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Matthew 4:1-4
The response of Jesus:
• It is written -- Jesus sets the priority of Scripture. This happens at all 3 points of temptation. They all come 

from the book of Deuteronomy.
• What is written? -- ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of 

God.’
• Jesus has just fasted 40 days and 40 nights. HE IS HUNGRY!!
• How does he respond? Bread is not enough, but we live by each and every word that comes from the 

mouth of God.
• It is written - we need the words of God!

2 Timothy 3:14-17
Look at how Paul describes Scripture:
• God-breathed (given by God’s Spirit)
• Useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness
• The servant of God will be thoroughly equipped for every good work

Five practical points to help us feast on the word of God in Scripture:

1) Bible Version
• Two major types of translations:

a) Literal (word for word) - ESV, NASB
b) Dynamic (thought for thought) - NIV, NLT

• Both serve a purpose and role in studying Scripture
• Some hold word for word up as best - get down to the exact meaning of each word in Hebrew or Greek
• But languages don’t always translate over exactly
• Example: Jesus’ response to his mother, Mary, in John 2:4:

• ‘Woman, what does this have to do with me?’ (ESV)
• ‘Woman, why do you involve me?’ (NIV2011)
• ‘Dear woman, that’s not our problem.’ (NLT)

• The use of ‘woman’ sounds disrespectful.
• But I suppose Jesus was not looking to be rude, but that this was how women were addressed in a 

more patriarchal world.
• Dutch: Ik hou van jouw -- I hold for you (literally). I love you (bringing out the thought)
• Dutch: Ik zie je graag -- I like to see you (literally). I love you (bringing out the thought)

2) Context
• The verses we read come in context - connected to other verses, part of a larger chapter, part of a larger 

account, part of a larger book or letter, part of the whole library of Scripture
• Need to be careful plucking out a verse
• Psalm 46:10 - ‘Be still, and know that I am God.’
• Comes in the context of a larger psalm - a psalm of disasters and earth-shattering events
• I do believe God can speak to us outside the text using the text
• The Scripture has a prophetic edge throughout time, speaking to us, into our situations
• But we do need to be careful and wise - staying connected to solid Bible teachers (your local leaders) 

and to the body of Christ (your local church)

3) Symbolic Language
• The biblical text does not always come to us in literal statements
• The Bible literally means what it literally says, but we must discern what it literally means.
• We find this throughout Scripture, especially in places like the poetic and prophetic books
• There we find imagery, visions, dreams - using poetic and imagery-filled language
• Objects of nature represent things:

• Mountains represent kingdoms
• Stars represent ruling powers
• Shifting in the heavenly bodies represent the ending of a power/order



• Roaring and troubled seas represent nations in turmoil
• Trees represent the higher grades of society
• Grass represent the lower grades of society
• Running streams represent the means of life and refreshment

• We can see this with numbers
• Psalm 50:10 - for every animal of the forest is mine, 

                        and the cattle on a thousand hills
• Does not mean if we find the 1001 hill, God does not own the cattle on that hill.
• A statement of God owning everything (as the first part of the verse clarifies)
• One thousand is a large number pointing to a great amount
• Ezekiel 1:4-28 - does not describe UFO’s (vs28 tells us what it is, which is confirmed as John saw the 

same in his vision - Rev 4)

4) Priority of Christ and the NT
• God’s revelation in Scripture is progressive -- unfolding more and more
• We must read all of Scripture - it’s promises, it’s prophecies, it’s narrative sections - knowing that 

Christ and the new covenant have come
• In Christ, we find all the fulfilment of God’s purposes and promises
• 2 Corinthians 1:20 - For no matter how many promises God has made, they are “Yes” in Christ. And 

so through him the “Amen” is spoken by us to the glory of God.
• What concerns me deeply is when we read the OT as if Christ and the great fulfilment of God’s 

covenant promises have not come.
• But the fulfilment has come in Christ - the king has come, the kingdom has come, the new covenant 

has been established, the proclamation of the evangel is moving into the four corners of the earth
• The Messiah has fulfilled the role and promises of Israel and the old covenant.
• Some also like to pick and choose favourite verses in the OT to emphasise - about piercings and body 

tattoos
• We just end up preaching a gospel of sin management rather than the true gospel
• And then we don’t realise that it also teaches we can’t wear clothing of mixed material (Lev 19:19) or 

how to deal with skin diseases (Lev 13-14).
• We must read Scripture, all of Scripture, through the lens of Christ and the new covenant.

5) Helpful Resources
• Study Bible - best ones available today are NIV Study Bible or ESV Study Bible
• Introductory Bible Commentary and Bible Dictionary
• We can snack, but let’s eat a full feast at times!


